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Twenty-Second Sunday after Pente- 


si 


Our Duties to Church and State 


On the occasion of Christ’s last visit to the 
Temple, the Pharisees, in a desperate effort 
to discredit Him, challenged Him to define 
the citizen’s relations towards Church and 
State. Since this continues to be a burning 
question of the day, every Catholic should 
understand the issue clearly: while we 
have undoubtedly duties to fulfill towards 
sociely in general (towards the State or 
Government), these need not, and must not 
be allowed to, interfere with the fulfillment 
of our obligations to God and neighbor. 


wenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 


Christian Courage and Hope 


For the thoughtful man modern life holds 
much that is discouraging. Many of the 
social institutions which he has regarded 
as most stable are seriously threatened, 
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some seem to be disintegrating before his 
eyes. However, he should remember that 
whatever happens is by God’s will. If He 
permits us to be surrounded with evils, we 
have also the assurance that He will furnish 
us with ample aid to overcome these evils 
and attain to our true destiny. This as- 
surance is eloquently conveyed in the 
Liturgy of to-day. 


Last Sunday after Pentecost......... 


The Final Accounting 


The problem of evil and suffering in the 
world would be inexplicable if it were not 
for the certainty of the Final Judgment— 
the certainty that not a single evil deed will 
go unpunished, that not a single good deed 
will be unrewarded. Since all of Christ’s 
other prophecies, including His stern 
judgment over Jerusalem, have been ful- 
filled, we may look with full faith and 
confidence to the day when full justice will 
be meted out to every man. 


59 














LONGER BURNING SERVICE 


is rolled right into 


ROOT 


ROLLED CANDLES 


You get up to 20% more service 
in the 51% and 60% Root 


Candles than with other makes of 








candles. This is due to the ex- 
clusive Root rolling process, where- 
by the wax is subjected to an 
enormous pressure resulting in 
tough wrought wax instead of 
porous cast wax. This assures 


more perfect combustion result- 





@ The “burning test’’ shows the longer burning life built into Root 51% 
and 60% candles, compared with other candles of same size, same bees- 


MEDINA, OHIO 


wax content, 


THE A. I. ROOT CO., 


Workers in Beeswax for 80 years 


THE A. 1. ROOT CO., of TEXAS 
San Antonio, Texas 


ing in slower burning and cleaner 
flame. 


Call or write 
for demonstration 


THE A. 1. ROOT CO., IOWA 
Council Bluffs, lowa 





















; 
: 
: 
: 








Schulmerich does it again! 


Introduces NEW Instruments at low Prices! 


by the creators of 
The world renowned ‘‘Carillonic Bells’’ 


Hchulmctronic UNIT BELL 


Does anything a $15,000 cast bell 
can do, yet it doesn’t require a 
tower. Provides tolling or swing- 
ing bell. Anyone can install it— 
and play it. Also plays ‘‘Carillonic 
Bell”’ or standard records. Micro- 
phone can be attached. 





™ 








Sdulmalvonic AUTO-BEUL 


The most versatile fully automatic 

bell instrument ever made. Provides 

both swinging and tolling bells, with 

24-hour program clock aud auto- 

matic control. Ideal for liturgical 

use of fine belltones. No tower 
required. 


from 


$1240.00* 
complete 





Sdubmatoic TOWER 
MUSIC SYSTEM 


The most compact system made. 
Reproduces perfectly the music 
of your organ, ‘‘Carillonic Bell’’, 
and standard records. Clock 
device atiows the prearranging 
of programs throughout day 
or week. More 
economical to 
buy than any 
similar instru- 
ment. No tower 
is required. 


complete 


trom $900.00* 





*F.O.B. Sellersville, Pa. 


Srcubmatronic 25 BELLS 


FOR ORGAN AND TOWER 


The finest low price bell instrument 
with a full 25-note keyboard. Pro- 
duces harmonically-tuned bell 
carillon tones for the tower and 
the organ. Organist needs no 
special training. Complete control 
of volume and modulationis possi- 
ble regardless of organ volume— 
a feature ordinary organ chimes 
do not have. 


trom $995.00" 
complete 










: 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 


Oe es Electronics, Inc., SELLERSVILLE, PA. 


For information write Dept. HP-105 
BK BBBK MBSBK MBSBK MBSBKRBSSKORBSSEORBSSK MSBBK MBSEK MIBK MBSSK MSSBK RSSBK MBSSK NSSSK 





@ These New Schulmetronic Bell instruments provide a complete line of manually 
operated and clock-controlled models producing fully automatic Angelus, mass 
bells and funeral toll. They are suited to the needs of any church, large or small. 


The Schulmetronic Auto-Bell offers unusual flexibility for a year ‘round func- 
tional church bell program without requiring manual operation. The Angelus 
may be set for any five-minute period of morning, midday and night. Swinging 
mass bells may be sounded at as many five-minute weekday periods and different 
periods on Sunday as required. 











10 














———=Golden Jubilee 


V V ith this October issue Tue Homuetic 
AND Pastorat Review begins _ the 
fiftieth year of publication. During its first 
sixteen years the Reverend Doctor William 
Brady of Dunwoodie Seminary (later Right 
Reverend Monsignor Brady), of holy and 
beloved memory, was its Editor. Since 
that time the present Editors have had the 
privilege of conducting its editorial depart- 
ment. 


In the earlier period the Review was 
known as THE Homitetic MONTHLY AND 
CaATHECHIsT, and it was devoted almost 
entirely to sermons and a regular casus con- 
scientie department, all written by dis- 
tinguished preachers, writers and theo- 
logians. But afterwards the Editors and 
Publishers saw the growing need of en- 
larging and expanding its contents so as to 
embrace the whole field of priestly and 
pastoral activity. They therefore tried 
to make the magazine a clerically depart- 
mental Review in which every priest, no 
matter what his particular work, and every 
seminary student would find something of 
practical interest and helpfulness. How 
far they have succeeded rests, of course, 
with their superiors and readers to say. 
But they have the satisfaction of knowing 
that through the years they have been con- 
stantly assisted by an ever-increasing flow 
of outstanding articles, sermons, and re- 
views on a great variety of subjects, from 
the pens of able writers and outstanding 
scholars at home and abroad. 








With this never-failing and distinguished 
help the Editors and Publishers feel that the 
Review has served the purpose for which 
it was established. And at this time they 
wish to express their sincere gratitude to 
the Hierarchy—our Cardinals, Archbishops 
and Bishops—and all the Catholic Clergy 
here and abroad for their whole-hearted 
encouragement and for their generous sup- 
port of the magazine during the past fifty 
years; and they hope and pray that THE 
Homitetic will continue in the years to 
come to merit the same esteemed approval 
and support which it has enjoyed so far. 


In the present issue we welcome back a 
number of esteemed contributors whose ar- 
ticles have lent distinction to so many issues 
of the HOMILETIC over the years. Each 
of these contributors deals with an impor- 
tant phase of pastoral work in which he has 
been especially interested, tracing all signi- 
ficant developments during the past half- 
century with a view to elucidating better 
the actual situation which confronts the 
Catholic clergy of to-day. 


Finally, and especially, we wish to express 
our profound appreciation and gratitude 
for the most gracious commendations con- 
tained in the letters from His Excellency, 
the Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States, and Their Eminences, Francis Cardi- 
nal Spellman and Samuel Cardinal Stritch. 
These letters appear on the immediately ° 
succeeding pages. 


Editors. 
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II99 Massachuselts Avenue 
Washington 8, DE 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


No 326/35. 


THIS NO. SHOULD BE PREFIXED TO THE ANSWER 


October 1, 1949. 


Reverend Charles J. Callan, O.P. 
Editor 

Homiletic and Pastoral Review 
Hewthorne, New York 


Reverend and dear Father: 


It is with genuine vleasure 
that I inform you that on this memorable occasion of 
the Golden Jubilee of the Homiletic end Pastoral Review 
our Most Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, has very graciously 
deigned to bestow his special Anostolic Benediction 
uvon the editors, contributors and publishing steff of 
the Review. 


During its fifty years the Homiletic and Pastoral 
Review has performed a useful and important role in the 
fields of homiletics and pastoralogy; it hes numbered 
among its contributors a large number of outstanding 
clericel scholars and it has published volumes that are 
valuable sources for all the sacred sciences. As a token 
of his paternal affection and in recognition of these 
accomplishments His Holiness has granted this Blessing 
and pledge of divine favor for the yeers which lie ahead. 


While conveying this eugust message of the Sover- 
eign Pontiff I wish to ad: my own pe’sonal congratulations 
and good wishes. The record of the Homiletic end Pastoral 
Review during the past half century is one of which the 
editors and publishers may well be proud. It is my 
ardent wish that in the future the important evnostolate 
of this magazine may be blessed with ever greater success. 


With sentiments of esteem and with renewed felici- 


tations, I remain 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 


OG Geog~ary 


Arch aoer of 
Apostolic Delegate 
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July 23rd, 1949 


Dear Father Callan: 


I thank you for your letter of July 
8th informing me that with your October issue 
the "Homiletic and Pastoral Review" will ob- 
serve its fiftieth year of publication. I wish 
to congratulate you and all who are associated 
with the "Homiletic and Pastorel Review" on its 
apostolate to the clergy during these fifty 
years. I was privileged to be one of its 
readers in the early days of my vriesthood and 
I have continued to be interested in its 
contents and its success during the years that 
have followed. 


With prayerful wishes for the future 
end with kind versonal regards to yourself, I 
am 


Very sincerely yours, 


(Eh- Getherof 


Archbishonv of New York 


V. Rev. Charles J. Callan, 0.FP., Editor, 
Homiletic & Pastoral Review, 

c/o Joseph F, Wagner Inc., 

53 Park Place, 

New York 
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Archtiocrese of Chicage 
Chancery Office 
13 Ne. Wabash Ave. 
Chicage 11, Illinsis 





July 14th, 1949 


My dear Father Callan: 


The Golden Jubilee of the HOMILETIC AND 
PASTORAL REVIEW recalls to our lives the apostolate of 
this periodical. Through many years it has gone into hundreds 
and hundreds of rectories and helped busy priests in their 
ministry of the Word. All of us are indebted to it and I am 
sure all of us join with the Editor and the Staff in thanksgiving 
to Almighty God on the Golden Jubilee of this periodical. 


Sincerely yours in Christ, 


t Anan Brn CHL 


Archbishop of Chicago 


Reverend Charles J. Callan, O.P. 
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 

53 Park Place, 

New York 7, N.Y. 
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The Priest and His Age 


By CHARLES BRUEHL, Ph.D. 


E csaiaiini to geological peri- 
ods of the pre-historic era five decades 
appear paltry and insignificant, but in 
the historical world of man fifty years 
loom large and embrace happenings of 
considerable importance. Time is a 
severe test, and ruthlessly weeds out 
whatever fails to meet the challenge of 
the day. A human enterprise which not 
merely endures half a century, but 
within that span of time steadily grows 
and expands, has given ample evidence 
of its worth and usefulness, for in this 
age of competition nothing survives 
which does not satisfy some vital need 
and render a real service in its particular 
field. Nothing further need be said in 
behalf of THe HomiLetic aND PasTorAL 
Review, which is now rounding out the 
fiftieth year of its existence, and from 
the beginning of its publication has 
consistently gained in popularity. 

. The purpose of a periodical publica- 
tion is to keep its readers in touch with 
the times, to acquaint them with exter- 
nal facts and current events, to give 
them a reliable picture of the needs, the 
aspirations, the ideals and the mentality 
of the living generation; at the lowest 
level, the periodical is little more than 
a mirror reflecting the happenings of the 
day, week or month; at the higher level, 
it not merely records but critically 
evaluates existing trends in the light 
of principles, and seeks to influence 


contemporary thought and movements. 
A religious periodical naturally has a 
wide range, for religion in one way or 
another bears on all human situations 
and relations. The pastoral ministry, 
by the same token, brings the priest into 
contact with every phase of human life, 
and a Pastoral Review must supply the 
information relevant to the specific and 
actual exigencies of the hour. A text 
of moral and dogmatic theology is 
indispensable to the priest, but a pas- 
toral worker who would confine his 
reading to theological manuals would be 
as unable to give the best service as a 
physician who consults no medical 
journal. 


SEEKING REMEDIES FOR 
TO-DAY’S NEEDS 


The time element enters indeed to no 
small degree into the pastoral ministry. 
A priest cannot afford to be behind the 
times, if he is anxious to serve his age 
and his generation. What an impor- 
tant part time plays in matters that 
transcend time is indicated by the fact 
that a revised translation of the Bible 
in our days has become an imperative 
necessity lest the eternal word of God 
become unintelligible to the present 
generation. The essential aims of the 
pastoral ministry remain ever the same, 
but pastoral methods, especially what 
we might call the pastoral approach, are 
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subject to change. The great Saints 
were eminently men of their time, men 
attuned to the mentality of their age, 
men keenly sensitive to the needs of 
their days. St. Vincent de Paul did not 
live in the past but in his own days, and 
because of this he saw the crying evils 
of his social environment and cast 
about for new ways to combat abuses 
that were not even noticed by those who 
were out of touch with the realities of 
the time. Alertness to his own time 
made him find avenues of approach to 
the souls of his contemporaries that 
had become estranged from religion. 
Too many ignore the signs of the times 
and live in a certain remoteness from the 
actualities of the present; they do not 
understand the needs of the men of to- 


day and apply remedies that have be- 


come inefficacious. The priest may not 
live in the undisturbed and beautiful 
seclusion of an ivory tower, but must 
be in hearing distance of the horrible 
confusion of the street, the turmoil of the 
market, the deafening din of the factory, 
the wailings of the denizens of the slums, 
the curses of those that are the hapless 
victims of injustice, exploitation and 
oppression, the blasphemies of the 
despairing. His feet must lead him into 
the bypaths of misery and into the sor- 
did hovels of abject destitution. His 
device should be that of the old pagan: 
“Homo sum; humani nihil a me alienum 
puto.” True, he must uncompromis- 
ingly condemn sin, but first of all he 
must sympathetically find out why the 
sinner became a sinner. Of course, sin 
is personal guilt, but it is also to some 
extent tragic fate. Is this not expressed 
in the episode of the woman caught in 
adultery? Unfortunately, there are 
many ugly facts in this world which it 
is both unpleasant and uncomfortable to 
know and to which we would like to 
close our eyes; but the priest must face 
them, for it belongs to his mission to 
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battle against wrong and moral ugliness 
and to make this a better world. The 
proper discharge of pastoral duties calls 
for a profound knowledge of the world 
about us, in which so many souls are 
almost hopelessly trapped. The spir- 
itual ministry has in many cases a very 
material counterpart. Sometimes in 
order to save a soul material obstacles 
must be removed, heavy stones must be 
rolled away. THE HomILetic ANp Pas- 
TORIAL Review has always aimed at 
giving a truly realistic interpretation of 
the pastoral ministry, and tried to bring 
home that men do not believe that the 
priest is much concerned about their 
eternal welfare if he takes no interest in 
their temporal affairs. 


CLASS CONFLICT AND SOCIAL 
RECONSTRUCTION 


Roughly the years of the Review 
coincide with the struggle of labor for 
its rights and its rise to power. This 
time has witnessed great changes. In 
the earlier stages it was vital for the 
success of the labor movement to have 
moral and religious support for two 
reasons, first, to inspire labor with 
confidence in its own cause, and, second, 
in order to prevent those in power from 
crushing the movement in its infancy. 
Labor found the Church and the clergy 
on its side in the critical days—a fact 
which has gone a long way in bvinging 
back to religion many who had been 
alienated. Both the economic and 
social position of Jabor has been vastly 
improved, though it cannot be said 
that anything like all-around social 
justice has been achieved. Nor can it 
be claimed that we have come nearer 
to a real reorganization of society. 
Class conflict still exists, individualism 
and liberalism have not been overcome. 
At this disappointing state of affairs 
we need not be surprised, for a true 
social reconstruction presupposes a spir- 
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itual and moral renewal of mankind, 
which in its turn is contingent on a 
sincere return to Christianity. 

In fact, the larger social movement 
is in imminent danger of taking on a 
distinctly communistic complexion. It 
no longer aims merely at doing away 
with economic distress or abolishing 
inequalities of fortune; it looks far 
beyond such minor considerations and 
envisions the creation of a new society 
in which the highest good of man will 
be materialized. The vision is truly 
apocalyptic and for great numbers has 
a fatal fascination. It cannot be offset 
by proposals of social reform. Once 
the discontented could have been satis- 
fied by measures making for economic 
betterment; this time has _ passed. 
Unrest in our days is neither economic, 
industrial, nor social. It reaches down 
to greater depths, and has an incompar- 
ably wider sweep. It is an acute human 
unrest. It is embodied in Communism. 
And incredible as it may seem, Com- 
munism does exert a strange influence 
over the minds of all types of men. 
Hence, Dr. Aurel Kolnai rightly observes: 
“Wherefore, the task of resisting Com- 
munist expansion is not primarily an 
affair of alleviating economic distress 
nor even of propagating a sound social 
doctrine” (“The Meaning of the Com- 
mon Man,” in The Thomist, July, 1949). 


COMMUNISM AND THE 
APOTHEOSIS OF MAN 


Communism concentrates its atten- 
tion entirely on this world, on the tempo- 
ral. It is worldliness, secularism inits pur- 
est form. To those who feel lost in this 
universe, who have lost their bearings, 
it again gives a home—this solid, good 
earth. On this globe man must make 
his heaven. He can do it because of 
the innate perfectibility of humanity and 
the omnipotence of science which is the 
servant of man. Speculative science 


which would expand the horizons of 
man beyond the stars, but does not 
minister to the satisfaction of immediate 
needs, is .scorned. Applied science, 
servile science, alone has value. Science, 
it is alleged, will eventually do away 
with labor, increase material goods and 
comforts beyond the wildest dreams, 
and make this earth a cozy nest in 
which man enjoys ease, plenty, luxury, 
and security. Class distinctions will 
disappear, authority will vanish, the 
State itself will wither away. Man as 
man will be supreme. This consumma- 
tion will be bought at the price of a 
temporary enslavement, which con- 
stitutes the present transitional phase 
of Communism. The goal will be 
the enthronement, the apotheosis, of 
man. Patently this picture can be 
attractive only to those who have been 
weaned from all spiritual yearnings and 
aspirations. The communistic mental- 
ity is a disease of the soul consisting in 
insensibility to higher values; to cure 
this malady, the sense of the spiritual 
which has been atrophied must be 
reawakened. 

In our country much is being done 
to cultivate the soil in which the seeds 
of Communistic ideologies will thrive. 
Materialistic teaching is doing much to 
create in the souls of men a torturing 
void from which they seek to escape by 
any road. In a senseless world it does 
not matter much what men do. Of this 
despairing mood which urges men for- 
ward without aim or goal, existentialism 
is the philosophical expression. 


MENACE OF CONCENTRATED 
POLITICAL AUTHORITY 


There is another pace-maker pre- 
paring the way for Communism and 
Totalitarianism. I[tisStateism. What 
must be reasserted in these days is the 
subsidiary nature of the function of the 
State. Political life is not coéxtensive 
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with social life. -To identify the two 
is the first step to totalitarianism. It is 
a step easily taken, but fatal in its 
consequences. Too readily in our days 
appeal is made to centralized political 
authority with the baleful result that 
the citizens are entangled in the network 
of a cumbersome bureaucracy which 
stifles initiative and endangers personal 
rights and liberties. A government- 
controlled economic order is not the 
proper foundation for a political democ- 
racy. “The idea of an economic State,” 
says Jacques Maritain, “is a monstros- 
ity” (in “The Rights of Man and 
Natural Law’). The guiding principle 
of the restoration of an organic society 
must be that of hierarchical association, 
not that of collectivization. Associa- 
tion is not imposed by an external 
authority, but grows out of the union of 
wills inspired by devotion to the common 
good and imbued with a strong sense of 
social responsibility. It is utterly vain 
to think that a renewal of society can be 
effected without Christianity, which 
alone can produce the sentiments that 
make for unselfish social codperation. 
**Re-Christianization,” writes Dr. J. 
Messner, “is thus indispensable if social 
reform is to achieve decisive results. 
As the anxieties caused by the invention 
of the atomic bomb again show, man- 
kind is in ceaseless danger of outstripping 
its moral progress by scientific progress. 
The tremendously increased forces put 
at man’s disposal by the progress of 
science serve destructive as well as 
constructive purposes. They will be 
used for the good of the human race 
only when its moral powers develop 
accordingly. Thus, social progress de- 
pends increasingly on moral progress” 
(“Social Ethics. Natural Law in the 
Modern World”’). 

As Mr. Toynbee shows, world dis- 
aster overwhelms men when they fail to 
meet the challenge of the times. We 
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now live in a critical and challenging 
hour. For a return to God it is never 
too late, neither for the individual nor 
for the race. Catastrophe can be staved 
off if the world turns to God in sincerity 
of heart. There is no need for pessi- 
mism. Many happenings about us en- 
courage hope. On the other hand, 
mankind has always manifested a stub- 
born and perverse disposition to learn 
the hard way and turned a deaf ear to 
the prophet. If it now persists in this 
attitude, disaster will sweep the earth 
and strew it with the ruins of a civiliza- 
tion that forfeited the right to continue. 
But civilization will not come to an 
end; out of the ruins a better world will 
blossom forth, for the seed of Christian- 
ity wil] take roots in this world plowed 
up by disaster. It will be a pity if 
humanity has to travel this hard road. 


DEMOCRATIZATION OF 
PASTORAL METHODS 


Be this as it may, to the pastoral 
ministry the situation presents a very 
urgent challenge, for, as Pius XI saysin 
“Quadragesimo Anno,” “the destiny 
of the human family lies in our hands.”’ 
To be fruitful, the pastoral ministry 
must adjust itself to the changing con- 
ditions of the times. It must under- 
stand, acknowledge, utilize, and enlist 
in its service the spirit, the sentiments, 
the preferences, the mentality of the 
age. Now, the most outstanding trait 
of our contemporaries is their devotion 
to democracy. A more harmonious ac- 
commodation to the exigencies of our 
generation would call for a judicious 
democratization of the pastoral activity. 
Of course, the Church is not a democ- 
racy, nor can there be the least question 
of any change in the structure of the 
ecclesiastical government after demo- 
ratic patterns. But a democratization 
of the methods of operation, of the 
various pastoral activities, in no way 
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involves the essence of the Church and 
the nature of ecclesiastic authority. 
A king may be democratic in dealing 
with his subjects and in this manner 
soften his rule and endear himself to 
his people. As a matter of fact, the 
Church herself, not indeed as far as her 
constitution is concerned, but in regard 
to her activities, is moving in the direc- 
tion of democratic methods of procedure. 
What else but a democratization of the 
Church’s activity is the lay apostoiate, 
Catholic Action, fuller participatioi: of 
the laity in the Liturgy? These are the 
ways in which the Church reaches out 
to the people and draws them imto the 
orbit of her pastoral activity, in which 
she shares with them her activity and 
extends her influence to large sections 
of the Christian community which had 
barely been touched by her life and 
action. The Church does not disap- 
prove of the democratization of the 
pastoral ministry, nor does she see 
anything alarming in it. On the con- 
trary, such democratization heals a 
wound which was inflicted on the Church 
by the false teachings of the Reforma- 
tion—the gulf between clergy and laity 
which stood in the way of wholesome 
collaboration between the two. For 
social reconciliation the work of the lay 
apostolate is of paramount importance, 
as Pius XI states in the following pass- 
age: “Undoubtedly the first and im- 
mediate apostles of the workingmen 
must themselves be workingmen, while 
the apostles of the industrial and com- 
mercial world should themselves be 
employers and merchants” (loc. cit.). 
Another instance of the democratization 
of the pastoral ministry is the fact that 
in France priests voluntarily work side 
by side with factory workers and in 
everything share their daily life in order 
to be near and with them and to win 
their confidence. 


GROWING SUSPICION OF 

ALL AUTHORITY 

There are other ways of imparting a 
democratic touch to the relations . be- 
tween clergy and laity—between supe- 
rior and members of the religious com- 
munity, between teacher and student, 
between any one who wields authority 
and his subjects, in their ordinary official 
contacts. The modern man is inclined 
to be allergic to authority, suspicious 
of his superiors, distrustful of the law, 
impatient of restraint, jealous of his 
rights, resentful of discipline, very 
conscious and perhaps overconscious 
of his dignity. In one word, he is very 
touchy. Reasonable or unreasonable 
as this feeling may be, it must be taken 
into consideration in the discharge of 
the pastoral ministry. Human material 
is fragile, and must be carefully handled 
and treated with great reverence. Mod- 
ern psychology has acquainted us with 
the mental sufferings and the permanent 
wounds of which the wrong treatment 
by parents, educators and superiors 
is the cause. The pastoral ministry 
must always keep in mind the natural 
weakness of man, prudently avoid 
arousing unfavorable emotional reac- 
tions, and refrain from imposing unduly 
heavy burdens. In this respect the old 
ascetical writers and the old psycholo- 
gists are fully in agreement with the 
findings of the latest research. Thus, 
we read in a booklet published as far 
back as the year 1842 and composed by 
a member of the Order of St. Francis: 
“In homine lapso egoismus preedomina- 
tur; paucos invenies, qui eum totaliter 
vicerunt. Egoismus seu amor proprius 
citra gravissimam rationem non irri- 
tandus, nonoffendendusest. Difficileaut 
neutiquam in hominem aliquid efficimus, 
culus amorem proprium imperitia aut 
imprudentia semel lesimus.... Homo 
optime regitur, si ita auctoritate regitur, 
ut ipsa auctoritas non sentiatur; nam 
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egoismus auctoritati non libenter se 
subjicit” (Servi Dei Anastasii Hart- 
mann, O. Min. Cap., Episcopi, “Psy- 
chologia Arti Pastorali Applicata’). 
The passage has a thoroughly modern as 
well as democratic ring. 


OLD KEYS MAY BE ADJUSTED 
TO NEW LOCKS 


In spite of the fact that the world has 
undergone many changes which at 
first blush seem rather startling and 
bewildering, and that our age presents 
new problems of which the past knew 
nothing, we need neither feel lost in 


this changed world nor baffled by the 
problems of the present, for on closer 
inspection the new reveals familiar 
traits and the latest problems resolve 
themselves into traditional patterns. 
Human nature changes very little, 
though everything around man is com- 
pletely revolutionized. Let us not be 
tricked by external appearances into 
scrapping time-tested wisdom. Old keys 
can be made to fit the newest locks. We 
can offer man no new values, but by 
psychological interpretation we can 
make him see that the eternal values are 
ever new, and are what he has been 
unconsciously seeking. 

















‘‘A pologetics” and Man’s 
Changing Mind 


By C. C. MARTINDALE, S.J. 


Daw FACT that the average 


man’s attitude towards religion is not to- 
day the same as it was 50 years ago, is ob- 
vious: yet, if one’s life has mostly been 
spent during those years, the process of 
the change has probably been impercep- 
tible. One does not notice that one is 
growing, but that one has grown. It 
may be easy to see what sort of apolo- 
getic is needed now—even though the 
modern ‘‘outlook”’ is not homogeneous, 
but differs not only according to tem- 
perament but in different countries. 
Still, I may be forgiven if I expect my 
memory is fairly accurate at least so far 
as England goes. 

Fifty years ago, the more leisured 
classes were conventionally Anglican, 
and I doubt if converts were expected to 
come from the Nonconformists, who 
often retained a strong dose of genuine 
Protestantism. (A high percentage of 
Anglicans retain even now a strong anti- 
Roman prejudice; but that is negative, 
and not a real religion.) The “‘sub- 
merged” classes might go intermittently 
to chapel, but did not absorb any dogma 
even from the “ritualist” clergy, who 
often worked heroically among them 
and attracted them by their colorful 
services and genuine self-sacrifice. So, 
“apologetic” used in the instruction of 
converts concerned almost entirely the 
institutional element in religion (the 
position of the Pope, the invalidity of 
Anglican Orders) and the truths of dog- 
mas, or practices, which were rejected by 
Anglicans (e.g., the invocation of Saints; 
the justification for Communion “‘in 


one kind’). Some of this apologetic 
was of course needed for some, but it 
went on much too long without amplifica- 
tion. It was not realized that the enor- 
mous majority of the population took 
not the slightest interest in Anglican 
Orders, or even knew what Orders were. 
It was not realized that even in the bet- 
ter schools there was next to no dog- 
matic instruction, but only a certain 
amount of “Bible-teaching”’ (chiefly 
Old Testament history) and a “natural 
morality” (which rigorously excluded, of 
course, anything to do with sex). I 
remember that only in the top class of 
my school did we begin to “do” some 
“New Testament,” but on the whole 
linguistically (how unclassical a Greek 
was St. Paul’s), not doctrinally. In- 
deed, the headmaster wrote that boys 
did not need doctrine but emotional in- 
spiration—in fact, he could not have 
taught a consistent dogma, for some 
parents would have objected whatever 
he said.! 


UNNOTICED DECAY OF 
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS 


Catholics, therefore, did not real- 
ize that the nation, underneath, was 
becoming quite ignorant of Christian 
doctrine; most of it was vaguely theist. 
In the first War, I found that atheist 
propaganda had made no headway at all 
among the men—I qualify this below: 
this propaganda retained a kind of rever- 

1 The school was doubtless non-Catholic, as 


Fr. Martindale is dealing with a period prior to 
his conversion.—Eb1Tors. 
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ence for the name of Christ, as of one 
who was very “good’’; reserved its dis- 
like for the Established Church whose 
ministers it found dull, unnatural, if not 
hypocritical, and also denounced it as 
socially “privileged.” Perhaps the most 
active forces were the Salvation Army 
and the Quakers, each of which groups 
has become a philanthropic body rather 
than religious (neither of them has re- 
tained any sacraments). Scotland was 
far more traditionally “dogmatic” (i.e., 
Calvanist) than. England; Wales was 
more fiercely “revivalist.” Industri- 
alization is wiping out these differences. 


BACKGROUND OF THE 
MODERN CRISIS 


It was at Oxford that I began to realize 
the courteous agnosticism of the teach- 
ing body, the blank backs-to-the-mind 
of the immense majority of undergradu- 
ates, and the existence of whole vitally 
important branches of learning that 
seemed to me quiteignored by Catholics 
at least in England—especialiy Com- 
parative Religion, which fascinated me. 
The Modernist crisis was occurring just 
then, and even to be interested in such a 
subject seemed suspicious; and, save (on 
the whole) in theological laboratories, 
Scriptural or historical criticism was 
dealt with solely in order to refule somé 
heterodox statement. 

Even at school I had begun to think 
that “truth” (not only religious. truth) 
could not possibly be a national affair, 
nor a culture that had suited one’s 
nearer ancestry, and that therefore 
Anglicanism as such could not be the 
hub of any serious controversy; and at 
Oxford the very probing but impartial 
criticism of the Homeric poems, etc., 
made me genuinely critical of the critics 
(Scriptural especially), and inoculated 
me against modernism, while making it 
very clear how -terribly inadequate the 
textbooks in use had by now become. 
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Indeed, having had to write a prize 
essay on Comparative Religion, it was 
thought proper that I (not yet a priest) 
should read the treatise De Gratia, and I 
could not but see that, while nearly all 
the problems set by the new department 
of “Comparative Religion” involved an 
a priori assumption of an inevitable 
“evolution” in religion, not all of them 
did, and the scholastic treatise took no 
account of any of them. Happily, the 
treatise on Grace was taught me, in 
theology, by an admirably competent 
French professor, and it was a revela- 
tion to find how far more advanced were 
Catholic studies on the Continent than 
in England. At any rate, if we had a 
few very learned men, they were writing 
hardly anything at all for the averagely 
intelligent student, whether Catholic or 
inquirer, though I was convinced that, 
if a nourishing yet sufficiently palatable 
dish were set before these, an appetite 
would reveal itself. And indeed it did 
The farsighted C. T. S. accepted a 
series of pamphlets on the History of 
Religions, which were at first not well 
put together but, even so, had a start- 
lingly large sale.’ 

The welcome, therefore, given to seri- 
ous examination of the worships of 
whole peoples and periods, augured well 
for a similar, sympathetic, psychological 
approach to individual characters, and 
one could foresee a new sort of “Lives of 
Saints,” unlike so many that had not 
only been written in a totally super- 
annuated dialect which jarred in almost 
every line upon our actual way of ex- 
pressing ourselves, but that turned the 
Saint into a complexus of abstract vir- 
tues issuing into an ascetical behavior 

21 confess that one such pamphlet, ““The 
Religion of the Great Kings” (that is, those of 
Achzmanid Persia), was exhibited in not a few 
church pamphlet racks, and found its way even 
into the Temperance section. The sales were 
exceeded only by those of a pamphlet entitled 
“How I Came Home,” by a very distinguished 
convert lady. 
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which often seemed somewhat Ma- 
nichzeanorat least Jansenist, and adorned 
by miracles for many of which there 
seemed no reliable evidence. In short, 
half those Lives, as presented, seemed 
to many as either incredible or repul- 
sive. I hope I shall be forgiven for the 
personal note that has crept into this 
article; it is due to my trying to note 
down the various items in which a change 
is manifest, and I can do this best by 
remembering the order in which I began 
to notice them. 


NEW BRANCHES OF APOLOGETICS 


Another department in which a new 
branch of apologetics was found to ‘be 
needed was all that concerned human 
society and social justice. Here again, 
much greater advance had been made 
abroad than in England; and when at 
last we began to attend to Pope Leo 
XIII, the popularization of the move- 
ment was due, among the clergy, emi- 
nently to the late Fr. C. D. Plater, but 
otherwise much the greater part of the 
intelligence, sympathy and activity was 
supplied by devoted lay men and women. 
Fr. Plater, whose interests had at first 
been too scattered, settled down to the 
development of the Catholic Social 
Guild and to the establishment of re- 
treat houses—a work which has never 
ceased to consolidate and widen itself 
despite the impact of two wars. So far 
as I myself was able to see, the only 
other new element which needed to be 
attended to was the “new” psychology 
(Freud and others). I doubt whether 
the “liturgical movement” had made 
much headway here, though the Liturgy 
can be a true “apologetic.” I had not 
been concerned with any theories about 
mysticism, though paradoxically the 
modernist misuse of the words “spirit” 
and “‘life’’ turned the minds of many to 
deeper things than those to which they 
had been accustomed. 





DISAPPEARANCE OF THE 

OLD-FASHIONED PROTESTANT 

It is now possible to take stock of the 
changes that have occurred within the 
fifty years from which I have excavated 
some of my memories. First, it is 
realized that the kernel of Catholic 
“controversy” is no longer concerned 
with Anglicanism as such, still less with 
Orders.* Catholic Evidence Guild 
speakers will tell you that there is simply 
no “heckling” of the old Protestant sort, 
though there is any amount concerning 
really deep topics like the existence and 
nature of God, how we know about 
Christ, the existence of the soul, and 
morality. Even in the first war, though 
I met far more non-Catholic men than 
Catholics, the only problem they were 
troubled by was suffering—how the war 
was compatible with the existence of an 
all-powerful and all-good God. The 
more sophisticated found sex a problem: 
for the others it was a practical difficulty 
or taken for granted. 

But, so far as “popular” apologetics 
were concerned, we realized (despite 
even the Catholic Truth Society itself) 
that we had not been talking “‘according 
as men could hear’? (Mark, iv. 33): our 
language simply had not been theirs. On 
the other hand, one felt that one had no 
right to produce popular handbooks— 
even of haule vulgarisation—unless one 
could at least refer to books of a really 
first-rate quality, and these began to be 
forthcoming, though usually in French. 
I sincerely think that, as writers like 
Fr. M. J. Lagrange, O.P., Abbot Mar- 
mion, O.S.B., Fr. Prat, S.J., and so many 
others began to appear, after a while one 
could mention them as showing that 
Catholic criticism (Scriptural and his- 
torical generally, but hagiographical in 

3 A recent book (‘Anglicans et Catholiques,”’ 
by J. de Bivort de la Saudé) makes one realize 
how unsubstantial were those old dreams of 


“corporate union,” though there are still some 
who are deluded by them. 
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particular) and certainly a_ balanced 
asceticism were rapidly becoming better 
than those of the liberal or rationalist 
schools. Purely rationalist produc- 
tions like the Rev. Dr. Cheyne’s ““Ency- 
clopedia Biblica’’ were manifestly out- 
moded. So long as learned writers did 
not become semi-modernist, they were 
interesting and often helpful; but once 
they abandoned their principles, their 
conclusions were as nebulous as anyone 
else’s. There were only two difficulties 
in our way—first, that Catholica non 
leguntur, and that the construction of 
bridges from the first-rate Catholic 
scholarship to truly open-minded stu- 
dents was so very difficult; the other 
was that Catholics had a lot of leeway to 
make up even now. 

But not only were books of a much 
higher standard (yet not specialist) 
being produced for both clergy and laity, 
but a number of monthly bulletins were 
beginning to appear—among them, in 
the U.S.A., THe Homietic ANnp Pas- 
TORAL Review for which we have so 
kindly been asked to write. That it is 
celebrating its fiftieth anniversary proves 
how early those at first responsible for it 
were alert to what was needed and 
would continue to be needed; and they 
far-sightedly pitched their standard 
high, yet not too high: for there are now 
plenty of magazines of specialist research 
which would dishearten the average 
intelligent reader, who is ready to take 
trouble but baffled by technicalities. 
But such a reader, surely, would meet 
with material in the Homitetic of the 
most varied sort which would stimulate 
without fatiguing his intelligence, to- 
gether with a simplicity which would 
not humiliate him by treating him con- 
descendingly. 


EVEN CATHOLICS ARE GUILTY 
OF MAMMON WORSHIP 


As for the “social question,” it has 
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now come to a head in Russian Com- 
munism, which is atheist, absolutist, 
and fain to de-nationalize till the world 
becomes a pulp for its little group of 
tyrants to mould at will. Our slowness 
to attend to the doctrine of Scripture, 
Tradition and the Holy See in regard to 
human brotherhood and justice has been 
due in no small part to human motives 
both noble and debased. The Revolu- 
tions honestly seemed to be essentially 
linked with disbelief. But while it is 
true that the Church has been pillaged 
again and again ever since the era of the 
Revolutions, it remains that in many 
parts her ecclesiastics are still very rich 
and expend far too much of their reve- 
nues on personal grandeur or comfort. 
And it is always disastrous in the long 
run, and always has been so, when the 
Church has seemed linked with money 
and when her priests have lived other- 
wise than in that frugal well-being which 
the Church says is every man’s right. 
Leo XIII heard himself called a socialist ; 
Pius XI knew that wealthy Catholics 
had prevented the reading of his “Quad- 
ragesimo Anno.” Even now it -is not 
obvious to all that Catholic “‘business” 
and “finance,” that Catholic  social- 
economic life, are and must be essen- 
tially different in principle and practice 
from the Mammon-worship that pre- 
vails around them. A few lines above, I 
used the word “de-nationalized.” We 
do not want to see any nation becoming 
less of a nation than it is—on the con- 
trary. We took no pleasure in seeing 
the attempt to fuse those splendid popu- 
lations, the Croats and the Slovenes, 
with the Serbs, nor even the hyphening 
of the Slovaks with the Czechs. Right 
up to our own day our hearts have bled 
at the sight of the manifold martyrdom 
of that Queen of Sorrows, Poland. Yet, 
it is disastrous if the Faith becomes 
riveted to nationality: if it is taken for 
granted that I am Catholic because I am 
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Polish, Irish, Spanish—Protestant, be- 
cause I am Scandinavian. Of course, 
this becomes still more perilous if 
nationality is felt to be linked to some 
régime. How long it took the French 
royalists to understand that throne and 
altar did not necessarily fall together! 
But by now it ought to be clear that 
religion is not committed to a régime 
any more than creed can be the per- 
quisite of a color. 


TRUE HUMANISM FOUND IN 
THE MYSTICAL BODY 


It seems to me that God began by 
offering us what ought to have been 
easier—the sense of human solidarity 
issuing into exterior consequences (hous- 
ing, wages), “humanism” in the best 
sense, human brotherhood due to our be- 
ing sons of one Father with an immortal 
destiny. Am I prejudiced in thinking 
that on the whole we Catholics, and 
especially we who have been privileged 
either materially or intellectually, failed 
to attend to this? Tradition was trusted 
to, devoutness and docility. Again and 
again in East Europe it was said to me: 





“We never thought of educating: we 
did not notice that the whole populace 
was being inoculated by the unbelieving 
This is 
one reason why a superb race like the 
Hungarians found quite 
helpless when confronted by a clever, 


press and the alien cinema.” 
themselves 


yet unintelligent, utopist but unscrupu- 
lous, powerful and detested alien clique. 

But just before this really began to 
happen, the Holy Spirit, having caused 
Catholics to imbue themselves once more 
with the doctrine of St. John and St. 
Paul, presented them with the full doc- 
trine of the Mystical Body of Christ and 
of our incorporation into Him and of the 
indwelling in us of the Holy Ghost. 


You have only to ask retreatants. 
They will say: “Twenty years ago, 
when I began to make retreats, when did 
anyone ever say that sort of thing to us?” 
One would have said that this was a 
“higher” doctrine than what had been 
urged on us in previous generations. If 
it was, it implied that Catholics were 
more qualified to receive it; but also, it 
followed Our Lord’s example, who, when 
something He had said baffled His 
hearers, far from ‘“‘watering it down,” 
gave it new emphasis (e.g., in His teach- 
ing about the Holy Eucharist in John, 
vi). Hence, perhaps, our new attention 
to “mysticism,” with all its attendant 
dangers of pseudo-mysticism but lead- 
ing to more and deeper prayer through- 
out the Church. Possibly that word 
“deeper” is applicable to almost all that 
I have said: a less mechanical and 
superficial understanding of the Scrip- 
tures and a less “edificational” treatment 
of history; an ever braver determina- 
tion towards self-abnegation; a percep- 
tion that there can be no “slick” or 
elegant religion, and that Christ, who 
promised us comfort, made us no offer 
of comfortableness. We have now come 
to realize that the battle is not between 
classes or nations or races, but between 
two wholly opposite doctrines of man’s 
nature, life and destiny; that the axe is 
laid to the root of the tree; that the 
Abominable Thing which devastates 
humanity has already taken its stand in 
what should have been God’s Sanc- 
tuary. We know that not a Catholic 
now can dare to foresee anything for 
himself save the certainty of his cruci- 
fixion, if he is to have the sure hope of 
his resurrection. The “revolution” has 
been prepared during these last 50 years 
(150, if you like): but it is now that the 
great change is upon us. 








Not Past, or Present. 
But Future 


By JAMES M. GILLIS, C.S.P. 


i STATISTICS in the 1949 
Official Catholic Directory recently off 
the press were the occasion of rejoicing 
amongst American Catholics: | more 
than 26 million members of the Church, 
42,000 priests, 4 Cardinals, 177 in the 
hierarchy, 26,000 seminarians, almost 3 
million students in over 228 colleges, 
2385 high schools, and 8318 elementary 
schools, 338,000 converts in the last three 
years. So the figures run on—teaching 
Sisters and Brothers, hospitals, homes, 
orphanages, to say nothing of societies 
devotional, philanthropic, cultural and 
other. Recalling the fact that when the 
first bishop was consecrated in the 
United States in 1789 there were only 
25,000 Catholics and 30 priests, we shall 
probably be correct if we surmise that 
the growth of so great a tree from so 
‘small a mustard seed is unprecedented 
in the history of the Church. But the 
purpose of this article is not merely to 
add a note to the chorus of exultation 
over the expansion of the Faith here in 
our own land. We cannot forget that 
conditions elsewhere are not so happy. 
We are Catholics. Our interests are not 
local, national, continental, but univer- 
sal. We are mindful of the fate of our 
brethren in Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, China .and a dozen other 
countries where “a truly Neronian 
persecution” is raging, and where not 
the decimation but the obliteration of 
Catholics is threatened. The realiza- 
tion of their sorrow tempers our joy. 

Furthermore, “pointing proudly to the 
past” —remote or recent past—is a 
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risky game. They did just that in 
France, and now in Godin and Michon- 
neau and Cardinal Suhard we have the 
startling disclosure of the hollowness of 
French Catholicism. The eldest daugh- 
ter of the Church has retrograded so 
far that she must commence all over 
again as pays de mission. So, we must 
beware of self-satisfaction. It would be 
tragic if in the year 2000 an American 
Cardinal should be compelled to write 
such a pastoral as that of the late Arch- 
bishop of Paris on “‘Growth or Decline?” 
Complacency in the statistics of 1949 
might turn out to be our undoing. 
“Ubi dixisti ‘sufficit’? periisti,”’ says St. 
Bernard. 


SELF-COMPLACENCY IS 
DANGEROUS TO-DAY 


Even now it would be disconcerting 
if some arithmetician, who happened 
to be also a good diagnostician, should 
analyze these latest published figures of 
our members objectively and dispassion- 
ately. Father Michonneau in “‘Revolu- 
tion in a City Parish” says: “In apos- 
tolic as well as in missionary strategy it 
is most important not to deceive one- 
self. Marshal Foch used to say that he 
wanted to hear the truth and not just 
favorable reports. We must not be 
content to maintain, we must also 
eramine our position. In the light of 
present conditions there is no place for 
us priests to applaud one another for the 
great good we have done, or to con- 
gratulate one another over the Church 
we have helped to build in France.” 














NOT PAST, OR PRESENT, BUT FUTURE 





Father Michonneau might have added 
that Foch (or was it Pétain?) said: 
“The best defense is offense.” If we 
don’t maintain the offensive, we shall 
presently be on the defensive. 

As for the desperate situation of the 
Church in central Europe to-day, it may 
perhaps be due in part to the fact that 
Catholics in that area rather generally 
were content with what their forebears 
had achieved. They were like the scion 
of a noble family, conducting visitors 
through his ancestral castle, showing 
them the family portraits of generals, 
admirals, lord high this’s and lord high 
that’s, while he himself is a nonentity. 
When posterity has gone to seed, it is 
silly to take satisfaction in ancestry. As 
of aristocracy, so of Catholicity. The 
Church militant may become the Church 
dormant, or even the Church decadent. 

So, rather than point proudly to the 
past or even to the present, it would be 
well to take a look into the future. St. 
Paul says: “I do not count myself to 
have apprehended; but one thing I do: 
forgetting the things that are behind, 
and stretching forth to those that are 
before, I press on towards the mark” 
(Phil., iii. 13-14). If ever a man fitted 
the modern phrase “forward-looking,” 
it was the Apostle who couldn’t or 
wouldn’t rest in his achievements, but 
kept moving ever on. Caritas Christi 
urgel nos, said he. He was driven by 
love of God, as others are driven by 
greed, or ambition, or sensual appetite. 
Sacerdos aller Christus, we say. Why 
not also Sacerdos aller Paulus? 


DECAY OF THE OLD 
CATHOLIC IDEAL 


Archbiship Cushing in his Foreword 
to Father Michonneau’s ‘Revolution 
in a City Parish” (Sacré Ceur de Colom- 
bes) says: “All too often our parishes 
are far from possessing the truly Catho- 


lic concept of the term as it was used in 
the Middle Ages. Indeed the element 
of all-embracingness has long since been 
forgotten. In this Protestant world of 
to-day the term ‘parish’ signifies much 
the same to the Catholic as it does to the 
Baptist or Methodist. The parish is 
a sort of spiritual club, the membership 
of which is composed of chosen adher- 
ents within a given area, who live their 
lives together and ignore all other inhabi- 
tants of the area. We ask the ordinary 
Catholic in the English-speaking world: 
‘How many souls are there in your 
parish?’ He replies immediately with a 
figure—eight hundred, fifteen hundred, 
five thousand, ten thousand. By that 
figure he means the Catholics alone who 
dwell within the parish lines. In point 
of fact, twenty thousand souls may be 
serving out their lives within its confines. 
The sense of the Catholic tradition that 
would embrace the remaining eighteen 
thousand five hundred has been lost.” 

The Archbishop makes much the same 
point that Father Alexander Doyle, 
co-founder of the Apostolic Mission 
House, used when pleading with bish- 
ops. 

“How many Catholics in your dio- 
cese?”’ he would ask. 

**Two hundred thousand, five hundred 
thousand, a million and a quarter.” 

‘“‘How many priests have you to serve 
them?” 

“A hundred and fifty, three hundred, 
a thousand.” 

“Now how many non-Catholics>”’ 

**A million, five million, ten million.” 

“How about sparing two priests for 
those millions?” 

Surely it cannot be true that priests 
and bishops ignore the fact that non- 
Catholics also belong to the diocese. 
That fact is not merely a “medieval 
concept” but a truth of divine revela- 
tion: “Other sheep I have that are not 
of this fold; them also must I bring.” 
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Looking at the Catholic position in 
America in the light of that text or of 
what Archbishop Cushing calls “the 
authentic Catholic tradition,” we shall 
be humiliated rather than exalted by the 
1949 statistics of membership. 


ON REALIZING OUR OBLIGATIONS 
TO ALL MEN 


It must have been at about the 
time THe Hommetic REVIEW was 
founded that a writer in Arthur Preuss’s 
Fortnightly Review—a gadfly in Catholic 
journalism—published an estimate that 
even half a century ago we Catholics 
would have numbered 50 million if it 
had not been for “leakage.” Bishop 
Shaughnessy’s view in “Has the Immi- 
grant Lost the Faith?” is less pessimis- 
tic, but whether or not the figure should 
have been 50 million in 1899 and there- 
fore 60 or 70 million now, our present- 
day 26 million doesn’t loom so large 
against the mountainous mass of mem- 
bers (and perhaps souls) we have lost. 

If parish priests accept and absorb the 
fact that it is not the 15000 or the 10,000 
who come to Mass on Sunday who may 
be addressed as “my dear people,” 
but the five or ten or twenty times that 
number of renegade Catholics, Protes- 
tants, indifferentists, atheists, or those 
who never step into a Catholic church 
for the simple reason that no one ever 
asked them and they had no idea they 
would be welcome—when, I[ say, parish 
priests in general come to possess a deep 
conviction that the lost sheep are all 
ours, we shall be in the way of realizing 
what the Archbishop of Boston has in 
mind when he pleads for a revival of the 
“medieval concept” of and the “‘au- 
thentic Catholic tradition” of the parish. 

Some years ago the bishop of a large 
diocese called together fifty of his 
pastors to listen to a talk on work among 
the Negroes by two or three “Order 
men” who had done a great deal of it. 
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When all the expositions and exhorta- 
tions had been made by the guest speak- 
ers, the bishop arose and made a sur- 
prising but highly edifying public con- 
fession. “Until recently,” he said, “‘it 
never dawned upon me that I had spe- 
cial obligations to the Negroes; but 
now that some thousands of them have 
been thrown, so to speak, upon my 
doorstep, I have awakened to a full sense 
of my responsibility in regard to them.” 
What the good humble bishop said of 
himself in relation to the colored, perhaps 
many a pastor may say in regard to both 
colored and whites for whom he has 
hitherto done little or nothing. In his 
daily rounds to his “‘own”’ he has passed 
the others by, “‘passed them by”’ in more 
senses than one—passed them by 
indeed as the priest and the Levite passed 
by the wounded man on the road to 
Jericho. 

Another good point made by Father 
Michonneau is that we are not only 
likely to consider Catholics alone as 
parishioners, but that even among 
Catholics we select, or at least naturally 
gravitate towards, those whom we find 
like-minded with ourselves and therefore 
congenial. The familiar saying is that 
we are “saving the saved.” But the 
true shepherd leaves the saved and goes 
after the lost. Our Lord speaks of 
leaving the ninety-nine and going after 
the one, but we must leave the one and 
go after the ninety-nine. 


THE CHIEF LAMENT OF THE 
HOLY FATHER 


We are familiar with the Holy Fa- 
ther’s lament that the poor have been lost 
to the Church, and with his command: 
“Go to the workingman, go to the poor ” 
Perhaps we may reply that here in the 
United States we have done a pretty 
good job of going to the poor and hold- 
ing them. To a degree we are right. 
But there are signs of increasing clerical 
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cultivation of friendship and companion- 
ship with the rich, the well-dressed, 
well-mannered, well-educated, ‘“‘well- 
fixed.” In France they now confess that 
the Church, no longer aristocratic, has 
become bourgeois. But they report also 
that the poor don’t like the Church now 
that it is bourgeois any more than they 
did when it was aristocratic. Any 
parish priest in America who goes into 
places where he has not gone before 
and frequents the company of men who 
have hitherto been strangers to him 
(for example, laboring men in hiring 
halls, docks, factories, tenement dis- 
tricts, street gatherings, mass meetings) ; 
any priest who stands and listens at 
Union Square or Columbus Circle (or 
their equivalent in other cities than 
New York) will learn how little hold we 
have upon the American version of the 
European proletariat. He will not fool 
himself with the fancy that when the 
Pope speaks of the scandal of the twen- 
tieth century, the loss of the poor, we 
may lay the flattering unction to our 
souls that he must have been thinking 
only of Europe. If there is not here in 
America a peasantry in the rural dis- 
tricts and a proletariat in the city 
slums, there is a “‘reasonable facsimile 
thereof.” There are millions upon mil- 
lions of them, and the Church seems as 
alien to them as if it were Buddhist or 
Zoroastrian or Rosicrucian. 


ABYSMAL IGNORANCE AND 
MORAL DECADENCE 


One temptation of the priest is to 
disdain the profanum vulgus and let 
them rot in their own ignorance. What 
can be expected, we say, from a people 
who buy only the tabloids, devour the 
comics, look at newspaper and magazine 
pictures—ghastly, sensational, obscene or 
indecent? Recently in asummer parish 
where 2,500 or 2,700 people attend Mass 
on Sunday, I was surprised to hear the 


pastor announce that he could not sell or 
even give away the Catholic papers. 
The financial and social position of that 
congregation was much above the aver- 
age, but apparently they were not inter- 
ested in the Catholic point of view on 
national and international affairs. We 
are tempted to ask, if such is the con- 
dition in the green wood, what must 
it be in the dry. What above all must 
be the abysmal ignorance and the appall- 
ing moral decadence of the multitudes 
who never darken the door of the Church 
and who avoid the Catholic priest, as if 
to speak to him, listen to him, or still 
more permit him to cross their threshold 
were to incur contamination? 

So, we fall back upon the comfortable 
conclusion that not the priest but the 
people are at fault, and we dismiss 
them with a smear-word or even with 
a kind of curse, ‘‘massa damnata!” 
We forget that such as these were Our 
Saviour’s primary concern and His 
favorites. We forget, too, that in 
despising them or even neglecting them, 
we take sides with the theological snobs 
of His day, the Pharisees, who asked: 
“Have any of the leaders believed in 
Him»?’’—and considered Him a_ bogus 
Messias because He ate and drank with 
sinners whom they brushed off with a 
contemptous phrase: “This accursed 
multitude that knoweth not the law.” 





TRANSLATION OF THE GOSPEL 
INTO THE VERNACULAR 


Instead of blaming these poor people 
and consigning them to perdition, we 
should learn their language (or, if you 
please, their lingo, their jargon), drop 
our own bookish terminology, or at 
least learn how to translate it into the 
lingua franca of the people, get down 
to their level—in a word, go after them 
and get them by any and all means at 
our disposal. That’s what Our Saviour 
did. In His day the people were ap- 
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parently as ignorant of the Law and 
the prophets as the millions in our own 
day are of the Gospels and the claims of 
the Church. So, Jesus talked to them 
in parables, adapted, like our modern 
movies, to the mentality of the twelve- 
year-old. If we “go and do likewise,” 
we may cease our lamentations over 
those who had the faith and lost it; 
those who never had it, those who hate 
it, and, as St. Jude says, “blaspheme 
those things they know not.” They 
know not because we have never taken 
the pains to make them know. 

One more point I should like to borrow 
from Fatber Michonneau, as he has 
borrowed it from Abbé Godin. “The 
mass of men,” he says, “think as a group 
and they will be converted only as a 
group.” Father Michonneau, speaking 
for what he repeatedly calls the “‘team’”’ 
at Colombes, adds: ‘We favor this 
attitude and will adopt it for our criti- 
cisms of parochial activities.’ His inter- 
locutor, Canon Chéry,* O.P., asks: 
“Are you saying that these [parochial] 
activities are practically useless for 
individual conversions?” Father Mich- 
onneau replies flatly: “‘We are not”— 
and goes on to say: “We should be the 
last to scoff at the value of individual 
contacts.” But he states the significant 
principle: “Society is not a mere mass 
of individuals, but an organism... 
God’s plan for our salvation is built on 
the humanity which He created in us 

if some souls can be saved in this 
pagan society many more can be 
saved in a Christian one.” 


NOT ONLY INDIVIDUALS, BUT 
ALSO SOCIETY MUST BE SAVED 


Therefore (if I may continue the 
thought), it is the duty of the Church to 
save not only persons but society, the 
aggregate of persons. In America we 
have no desire to repeat the mistake 
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that seems to have been made in 
Europe in ages gone, the mistake 
of converting the king (sometimes the 
queen and through her the king) and 
expecting the people to follow their 
leaders. They that came in with the 
king, too often went out with the king. 
The slogan, “cujus regio ejus religio,” 
is not Catholic. But we must under- 
stand that, human nature being what it 
is, the one-by-one method of converting 
souls is too slow. We must convert the 
masses by converting the mass mind. 
We must Catholicize the nation by 
Catholicizing public opinion. It is not 
too difficult. If we will only assume 
our rightful place as moral leaders of the 
people (God knows they are looking 
for a moral leader), the tide will turn, 
and presently it will run full force in our 
direction. Instead of asking Catholics 
to fight their way always upstream 
(as for example in the matter of mar- 
riage and divorce), we should, and 
we could, convince the nation as a 
whole that the Catholic ethic in this 
matter is the only salvation for our 
country and indeed for all civilization. 
There are already signs that the major 
el sanior pars of the American people 
are sickening of the scandal of sexual 
and political immorality. If we attack 
existing evils not with satire, scorn, and 
heavy denunciation, but by showing that 
all that is good in our civilization is 
Christian and that the chief protago- 
nist—indeed the only undaunted cham- 
pion—of Christian civilization is the 
Catholic Church, we shall convert not 
only individuals but millions. 

As in the case of domestic and civic 
virtue, so in international politics. It 
is now evident to many thoughtful 
Americans, and it must soon become 
obvious to many more, that the way of 
Machiavelli leads to destruction, and 
that the way of Aquinas, that is to say 
the way of Jesus Christ, applied to poli- 
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tics and diplomacy is the only prevention 
of universal ruin. 


THE PRIEST AS AN APOSTLE 
AND A PROPHET 


But to “get this over’ to the people, 
we must be bold. We dare not rest 
content with the slalus quo, condescend 
to a paganized public opinion, or accept 
the current defeatism. We must not 
pussyfoot, or back-pedal, or take refuge 
in silence. God forbade Jeremias to 
say: “Ah, Ah, Ah, Lord, I am a ciild, 
I cannot speak.”” He commanded Isaias 
to “ery out, cease not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet.”” These commands are 
for us. ““They are apostles,” says St. 
Paul; “so am J.” We may add: 
““Jeremias and Isaias were prophets, so 


are we.” Every priest is an apostle 
and every priest is a prophet. Whether 
a prophet be one who says in the name 
of God, “If you do such and such, this 
and that will come upon you,” or one 
empowered to declare, “Thus saith 
the Lord,” the priest is that prophet. 
If we exercise our vocation to the full, 
we 42,334 priests—and, be it added, we 
84,024 Brothers and Sisters, we 26,718,- 
343 of the laity—can effect such a 
growth of the Church in America and 
thence in the world at large as will make 
the statistics of 1949 seem insignificant. 
If it please the readers of THe HomILetic 
AND PastrortAL Review, I offer that 
confident declaration (prophetic I hope) 
as my contribution to this excellent 
and thriving magazine on its Golden 


Jubilee. 
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The Homiletic and the Liturgy 


By ERNEST GRAF, O.S.B. 


Wraes THe HoMILeTic AND 
PastorAL Review was first offered to 
the clerical world, the Editors announced 
that their aim was, in the first instance, 
to provide the pastoral clergy with suit- 
able matter for their preaching and even 
with fully worked out sermons written 
by men rightly regarded as experts in 
the homiletic field. In addition to 
homiletic material, readers were also 
supplied with carefully prepared cases of 
conscience and their solution, as well as 
with articles on theological and scrip- 
tural topics. 

It stands to reason that a publication 
of this kind could not ignore one of the 
most remarkable phenomena of our 
time—I mean the liturgical movement 
or, as it is sometimes called, the litur- 
gical revival. Here I may observe at 
once that both these expressions need 
qualification. Since the Liturgy is but 
another name for the inner life and 
activity of the Church of Christ, it is 
evident that it can never remain static; 
on the contrary, the Liturgy is from its 
very nature always in motion, always 
dynamic, and for ever adapting itself to 
change, which is the law of life. The 
Church has not at any time suspended 
the oblation of her perpetual sacrifice. 
Day by day, throughout the world, so 
soon as the rising sun causes the stained 
glass windows to sparkle like clustered 
jewels, or while the chill darkness of the 
winter’s morning holds all living things 
in its iron grip, there rises to heaven, 
from thousands of altars, the fragrance 
of a sacrifice which is the very heart and 
center of the Liturgy. Actually, the 
Mass is the Liturgy—the sacred task, the 
truly divine work. In our own lifetime 
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the world has fallen upon evil days; yet, 
there are to-day many more priests in 
the world than at any time since the 
institution of sacrifice and priesthood on 
the last night of Our Lord’s earthly life. 
It follows that in no previous age was 
the liturgical act par excellence performed 
over so wide an expanse of this globe. 


LITURGICAL PRAYER AS 
A STRICT DUTY 


Again, every one of the half-million 
Catholic priests, and many hundreds of 
thousands of religious men and women 
daily—some of them even nightly— 
devote many hours to that solemn, pub- 
lic prayer which is both their daily joy 
and their daily burden. St. Benedict, 
surely one of the greatest as he is one of 
the oldest of liturgists, describes the 
Divine Office by the beautiful expression, 
Opus Dei—the work of God, that is, the 
work assigned to men by God and per- 
formed by us in His honor. True, 
Benedict also calls it pensum servitutis 
nostre. In St. Benedict’s days society 
was divided into two classes—that of 
free men and the far vaster class of 
slaves. Incidentally, is it otherwise at 
this day in many parts of the world? 
When St. Benedict speaks of servitus, 
we must take the word in the sense which 
it had in his day. For the Patriarch of 
the West and his contemporaries the 
term could not but evoke the idea of 
slavery. Pensum was the _ technical 
term for the daily task of a slave. We 
are indeed free, as St. Paul reminds us, 
qua libertate Christus nos liberabit. We 
are no man’s property, as slaves were. 
But in regard to God we are indeed 
bondmen. We are bound to Him, and 
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depend on Him, as no slave ever was or 
could be bound to his master. The 
worship, therefore, that we pay to God 
is but the discharge of a strict duty, 
since it is essentially nothing else but 
the acknowledgment of His rights over 
us. 


PRIVILEGE OF PARTICIPATING 

IN THE LITURGY 

However, when properly understood, 
prayer, whatever form it may take, is 
more than a task; it is a wonderful 
privilege. Prayer takes us out of our- 
selves, raises us above the noise and dust 
of the world, and brings us in close con- 
tact with God—not indeed experimen- 
tally, for in this life we must ever walk 


in the twilight of faith; but in spite of 


this obscurity, when we are at prayer, 
God is nigh and we truly commune with 
Him. However, we are but flesh and 
blood. The spirit may strive to rise 
upward, Godward, but the body pulls us 
downward, earthward, so that what 
should be an exhilarating experience all 
too often proves little more than a 
St. Benedict was a realist; 
he understood human nature. 


weariness. 
He does 
not hesitate to speak of the Divine 
Office as a pensum, a task, for its execu- 
tion taxes human energy; but the effort 
itself gives glory to God. In this way 
the Liturgy is ever in action, and as long 
as the Church endures the Liturgy also 
shall endure. 


MEANING AND AIM OF THE 
LITURGICAL MOVEMENT 


What, then, is the meaning and pur- 
pose of the liturgical movement which is 
so blessed a feature of Catholic life to- 
day? The answer is that, while the 
Liturgy is as old as the Church and as 
alive and as dynamic as the Church, it is 
only too true that the people of God, and 
to some extent even the clergy, had 
somehow lost grip on the priceless herit- 


age bequeathed to us by Saints and 
Doctors, Popes and Bishops, for it is. 
these holy men of God who, in the course 
of the centuries, have drawn up that 
splendid collection of rites and prayers 
which constitute the Liturgy. There 
never was a time when the faithful did 
not love the Mass and the more solemn 
observances of the Liturgy. The cere- 
monies of Holy Week, the procession of 
Corpus Christi, the Midnight Mass, 
have never lost their popularity. How- 
ever, for several centuries, the sacred 
ceremonies and the Divine Office in 
particular have been increasingly re- 
garded as the affair of the clergy, while 
the priests themselves, seeing that the 
various Offices were not attended, ceased 
to celebrate them publicly and replaced 
them by what we have come to call 
“popular devotions.”” The Mass itself 
was no longer properly understood; at 
any rate, the faithful were content with 
the réle of spectators. They said their 
prayers, of course, but these bore little 
or no relation to the tremendous thing 
that was being enacted before their eyes. 
The laity were almost ignorant of the 
wonderful wealth of devotion, instruc- 
tion and inspiration enshrined in the 
official prayer of the Church. Even the 
r~anonized Saints of recent times fed on 
devotional practices which were only 
very remotely inspired by the spirit of 
the Liturgy. This circumstance may 
serve as a warning to over-enthusiastic 
liturgists. We should beware of con- 
demning ways and means of sanctifica- 
tion which, for not being strictly litur- 
gical, are nevertheless efficacious: ez 


fructibus eorum cognoscelis eos. 


However, about the middle of the last 
century a movement towards a better 
understanding and appreciation of the 
Church’s own prayer made itself felt 
almost simultaneously in several coun- 
tries. The first impulse was undoubt- 
edly given by Dom Guéranger, the 
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famous Abbot of Solesmes, and the re- 
_ storer of monastic life in France. It is 
no exaggeration to say that the publica- 
tion of the first volume of the “Année 
Liturgique’”’ was an ecclesiastical event 
of the first magnitude. Each succeeding 
volume was hailed with enthusiasm, and 
translations were made in several lan- 
guages. It may be that at this day we 
grow a little weary of Guéranger’s pro- 
lixities; for all that, the work has lost 
none of its value and popularity. I 
suppose most of us have learned to love 
the Liturgy through Dom Guéranger’s 
work. Guéranger was a pioneer. His 
work is deliberately popular, in the best 
sense of the word. However, those who 
have themselves tried to “popularize” 
the Liturgy kriow how much reading 
must precede any attempt at putting 
pen to paper. If one must trace back 
to any one man the first stirrings of the 
mighty movement of the liturgical re- 
vival which has swept over the world 
like a tidal wave, Dom Guéranger surely 
is that man. Others—their name is 
legion—followed in the Abbot’s wake; 
some were his contemporaries. Thus, 
Thalhofer and Probst, to mention only 
these two outstanding figures, did for 
German-speaking countries what the 
Benedictine Abbot had done for France. 
It is safe to say that at this time there is 
no country without its liturgical associa- 
tions and centers of activity. Here one 
instinctively thinks of Maria Laach in 
the Rhineland, Klosterneuberg in Aus- 
tria, and St. Andrée in Belgium. 


LAUNCHING OF THE MOVEMENT 
IN THE U.S.A. 


However, the purpose of these pages is 
not to trace the story of the liturgical 
revival in general but rather to draw 
attention to the part played by the 
HomiLetic in promoting and fostering 
the movement not only in the United 
States but in the whole of the English- 
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speaking world. Some fifteen years ago 


a distinguished American prelate, while 
on a visit to this Abbey, told the late 
Abbot Vonier that the liturgical articles 
contributed to the Hommetic by “The 
Monks of Buckfast” pioneered the litur- 
gical movement in America. This series 
actually began in October, 1920, and I 
may now reveal that, with the exception 
of two papers, every one of the articles is 
from the same pen.' It is not for me to 
appraise their value, but it is only right 
and just to pay tribute to the wisdom 
and zeal of the Editors which prompted 
them to inaugurate this department of 
the Review. Since then almost every 
issue of the Hommietic has carried an 
article dealing with some aspect of the 
Liturgy, and many an interesting and 
instructive paper has opened for its 
readers the treasures of the Eastern 
liturgies. 

Of one thing the HomiLetic may feel 
justly proud: it has at all times steered 
clear of exaggeration and extravagance. 
When, therefore, the recent great Ency- 


clical on the Liturgy was given to the 


world, Editors and writers could but 
rejoice inasmuch that they had always 
tried to carry out, in the spirit and the 
letter, the true and unchanging prin- 
ciples of the liturgical sciences which are 
so admirably set forth in that masterly 
document. 


THE HOLY SEE ON LITURGICAL 
CHANGES 


It is evident that any serious study of 
the Liturgy must needs be retrospective; 
that is, if we would understand the rites 
and ceremonies in use at this day, we 
must try and find out how they origi- 
nated and study their subsequent de- 
velopment. The past throws light on 
~ 4 The series on the Mass has appeared in book 
form under the title, ‘“The Priest at the Altar” 
(Wagner, New York) and that as the Office 


under the title, ““The Church’s Daily Prayer” 
(Burns, Oates, London). 
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the present. But it by no means follows 
that we may or should reintroduce, 
more or less on our initiative, such cus- 
toms and observances as Holy Church 
has either abolished or allowed to fall 
into desuetude. Nor is a private per- 
son, whatever may be his position in the 
Church, entitled to devise new litur- 
gical forms and rites. The Encyclical 
“Mediator Dei’ lays great stress on the 
fact that the Church (that is, the Pope, 
or the Sacred Congregation to which he 
delegates his authority in this matter) is 
alone empowered to introduce new rites 
or to bring into use those that have be- 
come obsolete. Much harm may be 
done to the true liturgical spirit by 
excessive attention to what is after all 
external and material—such as the cut of 
a vestment, the length of a surplice, or, 
in another sphere, the exact execution 


of a quilisma! This is not to say that ° 


these things do not matter. They 
matter very much, for the splendor of 
the sacred vestments, the beauty of 
God’s house, the dignity and decorum 
with which the ceremonial is carried out, 
and, Jast but not least, the proper render- 
ing of the chant and music, are all parts 
of the Opus Det, the liturgical worship of 
the Divine Majesty. But the heart of 
the Liturgy is the prayers of the Church, 
those wonderful and venerable formulas 
in which the meaning of the various 
feasts and of the dogmas of the faith is 
so admirably expressed. Hence, it is pos- 
sible to foster and develop the liturgical 
spirit anywhere and everywhere, even 
if the faithful never see a High Mass, or 
do so only on rare occasions. If the 
faithful can be made to appreciate the 
tremendous sacrifice, if they are made to 
realize that the incomparable prayers 
that accompany it are meant to express 
their sentiments, if we can bring home to 
them that the Mass is their sacrifice quite 
as much as the priest’s, and that what is 
done at the altar is no mere spectacle for 


them to watch, but an action in which 
they have their part to play, they will 
have become liturgically minded in the 
best sense of the word. 


REVIVAL OF OBSOLETE CUSTOMS 
FORBIDDEN 


The latest Encyclical makes it clear 
that the Head of the Church does not 
favor any notable changes in the Liturgy 
of our time, and he certainly does not 
approve of the revival of certain cere- 
monies which has taken place in some 
countries on the authority of keen but 
less well-inspired private persons. Thus, 
the Offertory procession, at which vari- 
ous gifts are presented at the altar rails, 
is not approved. No change is allowed 
in the position of the celebrant at Mass. 
It is an abuse to turn one’s back upon 
the high altar, and to say Mass at a 
table set up in the nave and facing the 
congregation. At any rate, the thing 
cannot be done on private initiative. 
Voices are periodically raised here and 
there demanding that the Morning Office 
on Holy Saturday be delayed until the 
late afternoon or evening, as in the 
ancient Church, so that the Holy Satur- 
day Mass may be sung during the night 
before Easter. This transposition has 
actually been made in a few places. 
Recently the Bishop of Versailles for- 
mally requested the Holy See for per- 
mission to make this alteration in his 
diocese. The request was not granted. 

It is easy to see the reasons that in- 
spire keen liturgists with a desire to see 
this change. But is it desirable in prac- 
tice? To begin with, the core of the 
long function is the Baptism of adults. 
But where are adults being baptized on 
Holy Saturday? For a very long time 
now the Saturday before Easter has 
been the average priest’s most busy day 
of the whole year. Social and economic 
conditions make it impossible, in prac- 
tice, for the bulk of our people to present 
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themselves for confession at any other 
time than the afternoon or evening of 
that day. Surely the almost endless 
procession to the altar rails on Easter 
Sunday morning is no small compensa- 
tion for the thrill that might be experi- 
enced by those really able to under- 
stand and appreciate the long night- 
ceremony. It is unlikely that, if the 
Morning Office were transferred to the 
night, it would ever make the appeal 
which the Midnight Mass never fails to 
call forth. There may be an anachro- 
nism in our singing Alleluias while Our 
Lord is still in the sepulchre. But the 
anticipation seems abundantly justified. 
Christ is risen! Only “liturgically”’ is 
He in the grave. In any case, the reply 
to the Bishop of Versailles’ request, 
though couched in gracious and sympa- 
thetic terms, is quite definite—it is a 
clear-cut refusal to allow any alteration. 


EMPHATIC APPROVAL OF 

POPULAR DEVOTIONS 

Some liturgists have expressed regret 
that “Mediator Dei’ bestows so em- 
phatic an approval upon popular devo- 
tions, such as the Month of Mary and 
similar observances. They claim that 
the May devotions obscure the spirit and 
character of the paschal season. But 
need they do so? A careful study of 
“*Mediator Dei’ makesit abundantly clear 
that the Voice which alone speaks with 
supreme and unquestionable authority 
deprecates and indeed formally forbids 
all innovations in a sphere in which the 
Church alone is competent to act. We 
are to carry out the Liturgy of our own 
day, not that of the Middle Ages or that 
of the primitive Church. Experts in 
liturgiology may nurse their regrets, 
but the great mass of the faithful—in 
fact, most of us priests—are perfectly 
happy with what the Holy Roman 
Church gives us. An apostle of the 
Liturgy can do no better than create 
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understanding of, and interest in, the 
rites and ceremonies, the customs and 
prayers of to-day. This, so it seems to 
me, is the policy commended by ‘‘Media- 
tor Dei,” and this policy cannot fail to 
yield much fruit. This is particularly 
true as regards the Mass. Scholars may 
derive profit from a study of its struc- 
ture, but for practical purposes I think a 
writer in that lively and instructive 
contemporary, Orale Fratres (June issue, 
p. 378), hits the nail on the head when he 
says: “If we simply forget about the 
historical development and accept the 
words of the Missal at their face value, 
the closely-knit dramatic structure of the 
Mass becomes sufficiently evident... . 
The Mass cannot be taught properly as 
long as the teacher takes it for granted 
that there are alien elements, interpola- 
tions, prayers misplaced or unintelli- 
gible.” I would not put it quite that 
way, but on the whole [ think what the 
reviewer says is quite true. 

The readers of the HomtLetic know 
that none of the several contributors to 
the liturgical section of the Review have 
ever indulged in useless archzological 
and’ other erudite diversions. They 
have invariably kept before their eyes 
the needs of the pastoral clergy—as busy, 
intelligent and discriminating a body of 
men as may anywhere be found. God 
alone knows how much help, instruction 
and edification the priests of every 
English-speaking country have derived 
from the pages of the Homeric. 
Fifty years is a large slice out of the life 
of aman. It is a long period in the life 
of a_ periodical. Of old, God com- 
manded the children of Israel to observe 
every fiftieth year with peculiar solem- 
nity, and the jubilee was to be pro- 
claimed to the sound of the trumpet 
(Lev., xxv. 8 sqq.). The Editors of the 
HomILetic are not blowing any trum- 
pets. Nor need they thus waste their 
breath. The very appearance of the 
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Review shows how it has grown and 
expanded, and, by all accounts, spread 
over the whole English-speaking world 
and beyond. During the late war a 
young naval officer, a friend of the 


present writer, put into the harbor of 


Reykjavik. While his ship was in har- 
bor, my friend called on the Bishop, an 
Icelander. He found His Lordship read- 


ing an article by the present contribu- 
tor. I doubt if fifty years ago the then 
Editors and Publishers thought that 
their publication would be read in the 
isle of geysers. 

May God bless Editors, writers and 
readers of our Review, and may an- 
other generation of priests joyfully cele- 
brate its first centenary! 











Code and Homiletic These 
Thirty-One Years 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 


i. THIS issue, THE HoMILETIC 
AND Pastorau Review begins its fiftieth 
year of service to the Church in America, 
and to no small extent in other parts of 
the English-speaking world. Before con- 
sidering the contributions that this 
Review has made in these fifty years to 
the cause of a wider knowledge of Canon 
Law and a consequent greater fidelity to 
the mind of the Church in all its phases 
of activity, I think it may not be out of 
place to say a few words about the 
development of the publication that 
started in October, 1900. Its first title 
was THe Homitetic Monruty anp 
CaTEcHIsT; and the contents were 
strictly in keeping with this title. .The 
twelve issues contained 864 pages, and 
yet the contents did not go beyond ser- 
mons of one kind or other together with 
a catechetical department, which sup- 
plied a complete course of first religious 
instructions for little children. The 
sermons were divided into three sec- 
tions. First, there was a complete 
course of sermons for every Sunday in 
the year; then a smaller section on 
Feast Day sermons, such as for All 
Saints’ Day, All Souls’ Day, Immacu- 
late Conception; for Christmas and 
New Year’s there was a homily to- 
gether with a sermon. Under the sec- 
tion “Miscellaneous” was a third divi- 
sion of sermons, including sermons for 
the First Fridays of the year, a series of 
Lenten sermons on the Holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, together with a sermon for 
New Year’s Eve and a sermon for 
children’s First Communion. Then by 
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way of full measure the readers were 
given two Jubilee sermons and three 
instructions on the Sixth Command- 
ment. 


CONSTANT EXTENSION OF 
EDITORIAL SCOPE 


Very soon a section on cases of con- 
science was added, and before many 
years articles of general interest. Long 
before the name was changed in the 
eighteenth volume to THE HomILetic 
Monrary, the contents had become 
almost as diversified as they are at the 
present time. So, it is no wonder that 
beginning with volume nineteen the 
name was made in keeping with the con- 
tents, THe HomiLetTic AND PASTORAL 
Review. By 1940, the table of contents 
was made up, first of all, of contributed 
articles occupying the larger part of 
each issue, then A Survey of the Re- 
views (a section that fell into abeyance 
when most of the foreign ecclesiastical 
reviews were suspended because of the 
war), followed by Answers to Questions. 
In place of various assortments of 
sermons, appeared a Homiletical Series 
for all the Sundays and Holydays of the 
year. Under the heading of “Roman 
Documents” were given all the official 
documents of the Holy See that were of 
importance or interest to English-speak- 
ing lands. The Book Review depart- 
ment was expanded to include all pub- 
lications possessing an appeal for clerical 
readers. 

The first volume contained a very 
interesting feature. Each issue carried 
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a sermon by the Curé of Ars; these 
same sermons have still a very contempo- 
rary ring, for the examples are as live and 
as homely as if written especially for our 
day. They have indeed one trait, 
which many contemporary sermons have 
not—that unction which only heroic 
sanctity distills. 

In the first issues were also published 
“Notes” which were largely quotations 
from contemporary talks or writers. 
Thus, the Honorable Bird Coler, a civic 
official of greater New York City, is 
cited as declaring that the American 
public schools are the most destructive 
element ever brought into existence by 
an honestly minded nation. He was a 
non-Catholic, but he was more con- 
temporary than the bulk of our present- 
day Catholics are; for he recognized that 
the only real American school is a school 
in keeping with the religious professions 
of the children’s parents. Hence, he 
made a plea for all tax-supported schools 
to be either secularistic or religious, as 
the respective parents demanded; he 
evidently knew much more about the 
American system of Constitutional lib- 
erty as applied to education than do 
most of our intelligent Catholics. 


ENLISTMENT OF SCHOLARLY 
COLLABORATORS 


In Volume X XVII, as evidence of the 
broadening scope of the Review, the 
late Professor James J. Walsh ran a 
series of six articles under the general 
caption, “Do Priests Live as Long as 
They Should)” As an example of 
how over the years the editors have 
asked even non-Catholic experts of dis- 
tinction to contribute articles on sub- 
jects of interest to priests, the late Ralph 
Adams Cram had several series of 
articles on church architecture; and, 
if my memory doesn’t fail me, also that 
other distinguished architect, the late 
Mr. Comes of Pittsburgh, had words of 


advice along the lines of building beauti- 
fully as well as usefully. 

In the opening article of the issue of 
October, 1921, a distinguished church- 
man, still living, the Very Reverend 
Charles Bruehl, D.D., of Overbrook 
Seminary, announced that he would be- 
gin a discussion of important articles in 
French and German clerical reviews. 
In every issue thereafter until the 
August number of 1938, he had a pas- 
toral article in THe Homi.etic touching 
on almost every conceivable phase of 
priestly life, including the cultivation 
and various stages of priestly vocations. 
In August, 1938, when the distinguished 
Dr. Bruehl had begged to become an 
occasional rather than a regular con- 
tributor to THe Homitetic, the Editors 
took occasion to express the high 
praise due to this same seminary pro- 
fessor, who has seen generation after 
generation of young priests go forth 
from the Philadelphia Seminary—levites 
whom he must directly and indirectly 
have had no small part in forming unto 
Christ. During these seventeen years 
Dr. Bruehl’s monthly articles gave fit 
expression to what THe Homeric has 
been doing towards the same formation 
of priests, young and old. 

The department of Canon Law really 
began with one humble but highly dis- 
tinguished canonist, and through his 
inspiration continues to follow the 
path he so nobly began. 





ALL HONOR TO STANISLAUS 
WOYWOD, O.F.M. 


Page 50 of Volume XIX contains the 
announcement that in that October 
issue of THe HomimLetic was inaugu- 
rated an Answers to Questions depart- 
ment in Canon Law and Moral and 
Pastoral Theology, conducted by the 
distinguished canonist, Father Woywod. 
In the same issue was reviewed Fr. 
Woywod’s first publication, ‘““The New 
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Canon Law” (a paraphrase in one 
volume of the Code for the handy use of 
priests wishing to find out in a moment 
what the legislation of the Church is on 
a thousand and one subjects), and the 
Editors of THe Homimetic announced 
that “readers will be gratified to learn 
that hereafter they will find each month 
in the pages of our Review further 
studies on the New Code from the pen 
of this same learned author.” These 
articles and these Answers to Questions 
continued each month until January, 
1941; and the following fore-page of the 
November, 1941, issue tells why the 
monthly comment on Canon Law and 
the monthly Answers to Questions by 
Father Woywod had been missing for 
several months. These paragraphs indi- 
cate incidentally that, if THe Homr- 
Letic had during its existence done noth- 
ing else for Canon Law besides having 
the contributions of Father Woywod 
from October, 1917, to January, 1941, 
it would deserve well of the Church for 
its promotion of canonical knowledge 
and canonical studies. 





IN MEMORIAM FATHER 
STANISLAUS WOYWOD, O.F.M. 





Just after our October issue had 


gone to press, the news of the death of 


Father Woywod reached us. Though 
Father Woywod had been in delicate 
health for some ‘years, and during 
recent months little hope had been 
entertained of his recovery, it was 
yet hard for those who had known 
him long and intimately to realize 
that this vital personality was to be 
with us no more. 

This is not the occasion to attempt 
an extended biography of Father 
Woywod, or to appraise his important 
contributions to sacred science, not- 
ably in the field of Canon Law which 
he had made so conspicuously his 
own. A later opportunity will be 
found to describe with adequate jus- 
tice the leading réle which he played 
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in familiarizing the English-speaking 
public with the new canonical legisla- 
tion of the Catholic Church through 
the pages of this Revrew and in his 
independent Commentaries. 

For the moment we wish only to 
pay the personal tribute of our staff 
to one who for nearly a quarter of a 
century has been associated  inti- 
mately with this Review. We shall 
miss the fine scholarship, the intellec- 
tual acumen, the sound judgment, and 
the utter absence of bias which he 
brought to every discussion—and 
American Catholic scholarship will 
here share in our loss. But we shall 
miss even more that imperturbable 
kindliness, graciousness and ‘good 
humor which were his outstanding 
personal characteristics, and we can 
possibly pay him no higher tribute 
than to say that in his presence you 
almost forgot the scholar in the man. 
Coupled with his brilliant intellectual 
attainments and personal charm wasa 
childlike simplicity of faith, which 
furnished indeed the key to his charac- 
ter and proclaimed him an authentic 
spiritual son of the Poverello of Assisi. 

Thousands of our readers who 
sought his advice on every imaginable 
pastoral problem will join in our 
prayer that he may rest in peace and 
enjoy the fruits of a lifetime of 
unselfish labors. 

IT’S NOT EASY TO BE 

A PIONEER 

Father Woywod proved himself a 
true pioneer in answering the numerous 
questions he received in the course of 
the early years, for most of his answers 
were based on the Code, then newly out. 
If we take at random the serial year of 
1934 to 1935, we find in the table of con- 
tents that the titles of the questions 
answered make up one-seventh of all the 
subjects discussed in those twelve issues. 
We must bear in mind also that these 
questions had to be answered with 
promptitude, and for that reason the 
general correctness of the answers is an 
indication that his knowledge of Canon 
Law in all its phases was encyclopedic; 
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and what is still better, that same 
knowledge came not from mere mem- 
ory, but from legal acumen. And I 
would judge that during these years, 
especially during the first six years, 
Father Woywod was working on those 
two monumental volumes which he 
published in 1925, interpreting every 
Canon of the Code. And I wouldn’t be 
surprised if he had, besides these big 
writing tasks, a man’s full-time work at 
St: Bonaventure’s Seminary during this 
time, both in teaching and also in inci- 
dental pastoral work. Some might say 
that six years was quite a time to sleep 
on the New Code, as it were, and that 
there were commentators who got out 
their treatises on the Code almost as 
soon as it appeared. The other trea- 
tises, however, were pretty much the 
restatement of pre-Code textbooks, and 
had almost as many errors as there had 
been changes made in the former law ‘of 
the Church by the Code itself. 

Let us page through a few numbers of 
the Review beginning with October, 
1940. In that October issue Father 
Woywod has an article on “Condi- 
tional Consent in Marriage” covering 
nine pages. Then his Answers to Ques- 


tions take up six pages. The first of 


those questions asks about the clergy 
investing personal money in_ stocks. 
The answer is that the purchase of stock 
is lawful, but the playing of the stock 
market is not. Another question is 
from a priest who thinks that, since the 
Church permits three Masses on Christ- 
mas Day and also on All Souls’ Day, 
there should be implicit permission to 
say a third Mass on Sundays and other 
holydays of obligation for five or six 
families living in a mission twenty-five 
miles away. Father Woywod answered 
that this has to be done by Papal indult, 
a thing that then was relatively rare. A 
query on the confessor’s duty to get a 
complete confession from the penitent is 


an example in its two-page answer of the 
patience, the exact knowledge, and the 
right appraisal of facts when they imply 
and when they don’t imply an obliga- 
tion on the part of the confessor, so con- 
stantly exercised by Father Woywod. 
To the last question in that October 
number Father Woywod thinks that he is 
bound in charity to give the inquiring 
priest an answer covering a full page, 
and going into the entire matter of re- 
cording baptisms conferred either inside 
or outside the parish of the child’s 
parents. 


FINDING A SOLUTION FOR 
COUNTLESS PASTORAL PROBLEMS 


In the November issue of that same 
year, 1940, the same painstaking Father 
Woywod feels that nearly two pages are 
required to tell a perplexed priest that 
there is a world of difference between a 
priest witnessing a marriage through 
thoughtlessness, and therefore not wit- 
nessing it at all for lack of due authoriza- 
tion, and the valid assistance of a priest 
at a marriage when his non-authoriza- 
tion is excused by common error. In 
answering a second question in this 
same issue on why there is so much 
company-keeping and so few marriages, 
Father Woywod shows himself alert to 
present-day forms of the Catholic 
apostolate, for he writes: “There is not 
sufficient incentive for a virtuous life 
without belief in God and all that it 
implies. That belief we must teach 
unceasingly, and get the young people 
enrolled in Catholic Action so that they 
may not only be confirmed in the faith 
and its practice, but also assist the 
priest in winning others for Christ and 
His Church.” In a third question he 
points out in an actual case that the 
marriage inquired about is not invalid 
by reason of lack of form, but it is 
invalid if the non-Catholic separated 
wife was unbaptized at the time of the 
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marriage, because, while the children of 


mixed marriage brought up in no 
religion from infancy are not bound by 
the form, still those same children are 
bound by the impediment of disparity 
of cult. The last question in that 
November issue indicates that Father 
Woywod realized that 
place take precedence over the letter of 
ceremonial prescriptions. The sub- 
scriber wanted to know if it is allowed to 
place the bench on the Gospel side of 
the sanctuary because of lack of space 
on the Epistle side where an altar, a 
statue, and a votive candle stand take 
up much-needed room. The always 
patient, persevering canonist responds: 
“When a church or chapel has by mis- 
take been constructed in the manner 
described by our correspondent, there 
is no need of undergoing a considerable 
expense to remedy the construction of 
the sanctuary, because it is a minor de- 
tail whether the priest sits on the 
Epistle or the Gospel side.” 

Let us pass over the answers of the 
December number of the Review for 
1940, and hasten to the last signed 
answers of Father Woywod as _ they 
appear in the January issue of 1941. 
The first question asks whether a 
Catholic grandmother, in view of the 
fact that her daughter -had not had the 
grandchild baptized because the daugh- 
ter wanted to avoid trouble with her 
non-Catholic husband, could go ahead 
and herself baptize the child privately at 
home; and again if the grandmother 
had taken the child to the parish church, 
would the pastor have been justified in 
baptizing it. Father Woywod cites 
Canon 750, §2, as prescribing in the 
absence of the danger of death that an 
infant may be baptized only if the 
parents, or at least one of them, consent 
to the baptism and guarantee the 
Catholic rearing of the same child. 
Thereupon he answers a_ seemingly 
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exigencies of 


insuperable objection drawn from the 
Constitution of Benedict XIV, “Pos- 
tremo Mense,” of February 28, 1747. 
The second question affords an occasion 
for Father Woywod to point out the 
varying parts that a pastor can and 
must play in getting a process started 
for a declaration of nullity of marriage. 
The third question is one that might be 
called ticklish, and yet Father Woywod 
answers prudently and correctly. The 
question had been about the right of a 
pastor who gives permission for the 
funeral of a parishioner to be held: in 
another parish, where the right of 
choosing the place of burial had not 
been exercised. Father Woywod an- 
swers that he thinks it prudent for the 
pastor to grant the permission when 
there is any valid reason, because its 
refusal might antagonize the bereaved 
ones in the future. 
here because he allows the pastor only 
the canonical portion; but the canonical 
portion is due to the proper pastor even 
where the right of choice has been exer- 
In the case discussed, though, 


He seems to slip 


cised. 
the pastor grants permission; and the 
decent thing seems to be for the be- 
reaved family to make him the ordinary 
funeral offering proper, and the pastor 
of burial might well suggest this when 
he advises them to go and see their own 
pastor. I admit that it is awkward for 
the proper pastor to insist on anything 
where he waives his right, but equity 
does dictate something like the ordinary 
funeral offering less the stipend for the 
celebrant. 

The last written answer to a Homr- 
LETIC question is to one proposed by a 
pastor who wanted to know what 
Canon Law says about a very careless 
Catholic who had in life openly neg- 
lected the practice of his religion, yet 
had received in a conscious condition the 
Last Sacraments. The pastor is desir- 
ous of knowing whether this person is 
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entitled to a Requiem Mass and the 
other Christian burial rights. Father 
Woywod informs him that Canon 1240 


declares that those who give signs of 


repentance before death are not to be 
denied Christian burial, even if they 
belong to one of the six classes excluded 
under the enumeration in the same 
Canon. The last paragraph of the 
answer is characteristic of the human 
and satisfying method in which Father 
Woywod always took the trouble to 
respond to priests making queries: 


“The element of scandal must’ be 
considered in cases where the person’s 
unworthy character as a Catholic was 
commonly known. It is reasonable and 
just for the Catholic body of a parish to 
feel resentment against one who had 
insulted their religion by his public con- 
duct; and to have the sacred rites per- 
formed over his dead body, they feel, 
tends to make their religion a mockery. 
If then by an eleventh-hour repentance 
granted by God’s mercy a person re- 
gains the right to share in the blessings of 
the Church, it will be necessary for the 
pastor to make known that repentance 
to the people of his parish. If this is 
done with tact and prudence, salutary 
results will follow.” 


THOUGH DEAD, HE STILL 

SPEAKS 

The spirit that THe Hommetic has 
shown in matters canonical during the 
thirty-one years that have elapsed since 
the Code went into effect, has been 
created in part by all those who have 
written either directly or indirectly on 
the laws of the Church since Penetecost 
Sunday of that year of grace, 1918. 
Previous to these writers as well as sub- 
sequent to them, there has been the 
prudent and truly Christian policy of the 
Editors and Publishers in each and 
every section of the Review, a most 
formative power in creating the Homi- 
letic spirit. But I feel that no contribu- 
tor in canonical matters has labored so 


valiantly and so well to form the 
vanonical spirit of the Revrew as did 
Father Woywod. And I think our same 
lamented Father Woywod unconsciously 
voiced that spirit of his when he wrote 
on the feast of the Seraphic Doctor, St. 
Bonaventure, 1925, at St. Bonaventure’s 
Seminary and College, Allegany, New 
York, the Foreword to his great work of 
two volumes interpreting the Code under 
the title, “A Practical Commentary: on 
the Code of Canon Law,” because that 
Foreword unintentionally describes the 
man himself and the spirit that he 
imparted, without a thought of so doing, 
to the canonical sections of THe Homtr- 
LeTIc. Veritably he had anticipated 
the jubilee year; so it is most proper 
that we should let him give utterance 
beforehand for all of us who have been 
wriling on things canonical during some 
of those thirty-one years past: 


“When, in 1918, we prepared a para- 
phrased rendition of those parts of the 
Code which the clergy need to consult 
more frequently in their sacred minis- 
try, we promised to write at a later 
date a more complete work on the Code. 
We have now done so, and offer it re- 
spectfully with the hope that the ‘Prac- 
tical Commentary on the Code of Canon 
Law’ may help in some slight measure to 
further the understanding and observ- 
ance of the universal law of our Holy 
Mother Church. 

“Although several commentaries on 
the Code or on parts of it have been 
recently published in English, and a 
goodly number have appeared in Latin, 
German, French, and Italian, we believe 
that our present work in two volumes, is 
not untimely or superfluous, but that it 
answers a real need. Commentaries 
on the Code which extend over many 
volumes are not convenient for frequent 
and casual consultation, and those com- 
mentaries that deal with the entire Code 
in one volume are not sufficiently com- 
plete to offer explanation of important 
difficulties arising from the succinct texts 
of the Canons. Even a mere paraphrase 
of the Code, without any study of its 
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problems, would make a large volume, 
so that at least two large volumes are 
needed to contain the entire text and 
the necessary discussion of the more 
important controversies. 


“Many commentaries do not strictly 
adhere to the order of the subjects and 
of the Canons in the Code, but dislocate 
certain topics and Canons for conveni- 
ence’ sake. The Holy See has com- 
manded that the Code be the textbook 
of Canon Law in all theological schools, 
and therefore does not favor any dis- 
arrangement of the order of the Code. 
Hence, we have faithfully adhered to the 
Code in its sequence of books, titles, 
chapters, articles and Canons, and this 
will facilitate the use of our commentary 
as a reference work on the Code. 


“While it is impossible to treat all 
difficulties which arise from a careful 
perusal of the Code even in the space 
of a twe-volume commentary, we have 
endeavored to give an explanation of all 
the important practical difficulties. In 
many instances we have consulted a 
large number of the available commen- 
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taries and summed up the opinions of 
authors who have dealt with the subject 
under discussion, indicating which of 
the opinions seemed preferable to us. 

“Since our commentary is intended 
chiefly for the clergy, secular and _reli- 
gious, of the United States, all or the vast 
majority of whom are very busy men 
engaged in parish work (which still has 
in many places the character of pioneer 
work, including the building, or clearing 
from indebtedness, of churches, schools, 
parochial residences, School Sisters’ 
convents, and charitable institutions of 
many kinds), we have thought it best 
not to overload our commentary with 
references to many works on Canon 
Law, but have merely given those 
necessary to indicate either as sources of 
the laws of the Code or as authorities 
whose opinions we discuss. 

“That this work may aid in the 
furtherance of God’s honor and glory, 
through a loving study of and faithful 
obedience to the laws of His Church of 
which He said: ‘He who heareth you 
heareth Me,’ is the hope and desire of 
the author.” 














Significant Developments in 


Convert Work 


By JOHN A. O’BRIEN, Ph.D. 


Ox: of the important and sig- 
nificant developments in the last 25 years 
is the growth of the convert movement 
in the United States. In 1926, the year 
in which the number of converts was 
first compiled on a national scale, there 
were 35,751 converts. In 1948, the 
total had mounted to 117,130. This 
means that the annual total has in- 
creased more than threefold. But in 
1926, there were only 23,967 priests as 
compared with 41,747 in 1948; hence, 
the number of converts per priest per 
year had climbed from slightly less than 
1.5 to slightly more than 2.8. These 
figures show that the apostolate to win 
the more than eighty million churchless 
people of our land is at last beginning to 
shift from the low gear in which it has 
so long been stuck. 

While not yet moving into high, it is 
at least edging into second; this “‘step- 
ping up” of the campaign is one of the 
most encouraging signs on the horizon. 
It will be worthwhile to focus attention 
briefly upon the factors which have been 
chiefly instrumental in achieving a larger 
annuat total of converts. 

The spread of inquiry classes ranks 
high in the list of factors responsible for 
the winning of more converts. Twenty- 
five years ago few pastors had the custom 
of recruiting prospects for public lec- 
tures on the Catholic religion. Msgr. 
Hugh L. McMenamin, pastor of the 
Cathedral in Denver, was one of the 
early pioneers in this matter; another 
was Father A. B. C. Dunne of Eau Clair, 


Wisconsin. These two zealous and far- 


visioned shepherds were not content to 
wait until applicants rang their doorbell 
and asked to receive instructions. 
Knowing full well the groping uncer- 
tainty haunting the minds of so many 
people outside Christ’s fold, these zeal- 
ous apostles went out into the highways 
and byways and recruited prospects for 
such public lectures on the teachings and 
practices of the Catholic faith. 

The result was that Father Dunne 
personally received more than 1000 con- 
verts into the fold; this magnificent 
tradition has been continued by his 
former assistant and later his successor, 
Msgr. Caspar E. Dowd. Msgr. Mce- 
Menamin, with his assistants, was 
averaging for many years 64 converts; 
this splendid average has been raised 
still higher by the priests at the Denver 


, Cathedral, who have averaged more than 


100 converts per year for the past nine 
years—an average that must edify and 
thrill every Catholic priest in America. 
It is a striking example of what can be 
done when shepherds cease to wait until 
persons apply for admittance into the 
fold, but go out into the highways and 
byways to help guide them back. 


INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION 
IN INQUIRY CLASSES 


The spread of inquiry classes has been 
accelerated in recent years when priests 
have perceived that there need be no 
lack of personal individual contact with 
prospective Catholics because of the 
employment of the group method of 
instruction. Indeed, not only need 


45 





THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





there be no such lack of individual con- 
tact but there must not be. Priests who 
are instructing a group come to the hall 
some time before the time scheduled for 
the starting of the lecture, and they 
meet the individuals as they come in 
and have brief conferences with them. 

The half-hour preceding the formal 
start of the lecture is a convenient time 
for the pastor and his assistant or assist- 
ants to meet the individuals as they 
arrive, thus permitting each priest to 
have a little visit with several of the 
members. Then additional individual 
conferences can easily be arranged after 
the lecture; furthermore, additional 
appointments can be given to individuals 
to come to the rectory for longer con- 
ferences during which the priest can get a 
complete picture of the background of 
the individual and of his distinctive 
spiritual and religious needs. 

Members of such classes get ac- 
quainted with one another and receive 
encouragement and inspiration from the 
example of others who are coming into 
the Church often in the face of opposi- 
tion and at considerable personal sacri- 
fice. Furthermore, the individual feels 
as a rule more relaxed and at ease when 
he is a member of a fair-sized group than 
when he is the sole target of the instruc- 
tions. 

Repeated surveys which we have 
made of the convert movement through- 
out the country during the past 25 
years, show conclusively that the an- 
nual total of converts can be doubled or 
tripled through the establishment of 
inquiry classes or public information 
lectures two or three or even four times 
a year. Many Ordinaries have issued 
letters requesting all their pastors to 
establish such public inquiry classes, be- 
cause they have come to see that a far 
larger total of converts is gained through 
such classes. 

At the Gesu Church in Milwaukee, the 
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Fathers under the direction of the pas- 
tor, Father Richard A. Cahill, S.J., have 
given a striking demonstration of the 
manner in which a city parish can mul- 
tiply manifold the annual total of con- 
verts through the establishment of pub- 
lic instruction classes. After the estab- 
lishment of such classes in 1946, the 
annual number of converts jumped to 
the astonishing total of 169! 

Whether the community in which his 
parish lies be large or small, the pastor 
will find that the establishment of pub- 
lic inquiry classes is the unmistakable 
means of multiplying his, previous an- 
nual total of converts. This implies, of 
course, that several weeks of vigorous 
recruiting, during which his forthcom- 
ing class is well publicized, must pre- 
cede the opening of the course. It 
implies, likewise, that the laity must be 
pressed into service to assist in recruit- 
ing prospects, especially among their 
friends and acquaintances who are with- 
out any active denominational affilia- 
tion. 


CATHOLIC INFORMATION CENTERS 
AT WORK 


A second significant development is 
the spread of Information Centers across 
the land. Realizing that thousands of 
outsiders are hesitant about coming to a 
rectory to apply for a formal course of 
instruction, especially when they are 
not certain that they will embrace the 
faith, bishops have established Catholic 
Information Centers in the downtown 
area of many cities. We have visited 
many such Centers, and they all seek to 
make it easier for the general public to 
drop in to have any of their questions 
about the Catholic religion or its prac- 
tices courteously answered and to offer 
them a convenient opportunity to secure 
a thorough course of instruction in the 
teachings of the Catholic faith. 

They usually have a large plate-glass 
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window permitting the passer-by to 
look inside, and they convey the idea 
that the general public are as welcome to 
drop into such a place as into any of the 
stores or shops in the business area. 
Though still in their infancy, such Infor- 
mation Centers have already demon- 
strated their worth, serving as clearing 
houses for the general public and being 
instrumental in winning large annual 
totals of converts. When such Catholic 
Information Centers are established in 
all the cities of 50,000 population or 
over, the annual number of converts will 
be greatly increased. 


CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 
AND MISSION TRAILERS 


Another significant development has 
been the establishment of free correspond- 
ence courses whereby thousands of 
inquirers are instructed each year in the 
Catholic faith. |The Confraternity 
Home Study Service, 4422 Lindell 
Boulevard, St. Louis, Missouri, under 
the direction of Father Lester J. Fallon, 
C.M., is reaching an ever-increasing 
number of inquirers in all States of the 
Union and even in foreign lands. 

The Jesuit seminarians at Woodstock, 
Maryland, and the Paulist seminarians 
at St. Paul’s College at Washington, 
D.C., are likewise conducting successful 
correspondence courses. The number of 
applicants for such instruction by mail 
has been greatly increased in recent 
years by the carefully framed ads run 
by the Knights of Columbus in maga- 
zines of national circulation. It comes 
as a revelation to many pastors to dis- 
cover the large number of people who 
for one reason or another prefer to secure 
information concerning. the teachings of 
the Catholic faith by mail. Such cor- 
respondence courses help to fill the need 
met in part by Catholic Information 
Centers, and it is hoped that the barrier 
which keeps so many outsiders from 


coming to a priest for information and 
instruction will thus gradually be re- 
moved. 

The Paulist Fathers have given a 
mighty impetus to the convert move- 
ment in America through the establish- 
ment of a monthly magazine, Informa- 
tion, designed particularly for convert 
work, through the monthly release of 
Techniques for Converl-Makers, and 
through the Paulist League, an organiza- 
tion formed for the specific purpose of 
winning the churchless people of America 
for Christ. The latter organization 
issues a monthly release, the Paulist 
News, which keeps the members in- 
formed of developments in the convert 
apostolate. 

The Paulist Fathers have likewise 
demonstrated the possibility of establish- 
ing a beachhead for the Church in No- 
Priest-Land through the work of their 
mission trailers; into this difficult and 
arduous apostolate they have thrown 
men and money with generous zeal and 
with a determination that has never 
flagged. 

“The Convert Makers of America,” 
established by Father John E. Odou, 
S.J., marks a significant forward step in 
the mighty task of enlisting our laity in 
the convert apostolate. This organiza- 
tion encourages lay men and women not 
only to recruit prospects but to under- 


‘take the instruction of them as well. 


Such work has been done with great 
success in Australia, and there are many 
indications that we have just scratched 
the surface of the great possibilities of 
the lay catechumenate in America. 
The work of a young Catholic lay man 
of Notre Dame, George M. Reichle, in 
personally instructing 41 officers and 
enlisted men during his service in the 
army and in seeing all of them enter the 
fold, shows what thousands of other 
Catholic lay men and women could ac- 
complish if they set themselves with 
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the same will and determination to the 
task. 


COURSES IN SEMINARIES 

ON MISSIONARY TECHNIQUE 

The aroused interest in the convert 
apostolate is mirrored in the establish- 
ment of courses in the technique of con- 
vert work in the major seminaries of 
America. Many of these have resulted 
from the expressed desires of the semi- 
narians to receive some practical instruc- 
tion in this difficult and delicate phase 
of the priestly ministry. To minister to 
such keenly felt needs on the part of the 
students, pastors who have been espe- 
cially successful in convert work have 
been invited to give lectures explaining 
their methods of recruiting prospects 
and of instructing them. 

In a number of dioceses, especially in 
the South, the seminarians are given 
some practical laboratory experience in 
this work by conducting a house-to- 
house cénvass to secure a census, not 
only of Catholics, but also of those who 
might be interested in receiving instruc- 
tion either by mail or through attend- 
ance at public inquiry classes. Such 
field experience, giving the seminarian a 
training in meeting people and in pre- 
senting in a courteous and kindly man- 
ner the invitation to receive such in- 
struction, provides a splendid practical 
preparation for his subsequent work as a 
priest in the recruiting and instruction of 
prospects. 

Seminarians with whom we have dis- 
cussed this work have been uniformly 
enthusiastic over it because they realize 
how much it will help them to achieve 
greater success in their convert aposto- 
late in the years following their ordina- 
tion. It is earnestly to be hoped that 
such a practice will become universal, 
and that all seminarians will be given 
this practical and invaluable field train- 
ing for their priestly apostolate in win- 
ning souls for Christ. 
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ENLISTING THE COOPERATION OF 
OUR LAITY 


The last significant development to 
be noted is the growth of interest on the 
part of our laity in the convert aposto- 
late. For many years our laity have 
labored under the impression that the 
winning of converts is the exclusive task 
of the clergy, and that they had no 
auxiliary réle to play in this important 
task. This impression is doubtless 
traceable to the fact that sermons have 
been rarely preached to our people, 
explaining that Christ expects all His 
followers without exception to endeavor 
to extend His kingdom on earth. 

The growth of inquiry classes has 
necessitated the enlistment of the help 
of our laity to recruit prospects, and has 
brought to them a new vision of the use- 
ful and important réle they can play in 
this work. The truth is that we shall 
never win the eighty million churchless 
people of our land until we enlist the 
missionary zeal of our twenty-six million 
lay Catholics in this most important 
aspect of Catholic Action. 

The harnessing of the good will, zeal 
and latent power for missionary effort 
of all our laity is absolutely necessary to 
raise the annual total of converts from 
100,000 to the million mark. The 
failure to harness that mighty reservoir 
of potential energy is the greatest loss 
which the Church in America is experi- 
encing. It is of such magnitude as to 
approach the nature of a disaster. 

The Witnesses of Jehovah increased 
their membership in America from 44,000 
in 1940 to 500,000 by the end of 1946— 
an increase of more than 1000 per cent! 
What is the secret of their almost in- 
credible growth? The flaming mis- 
sionary zeal of their members. If our 
Catholic lay men and women display 
similar zeal, we shall win for Christ the 
vast bulk of the churchless eighty mil- 
lion people in our land within a few 
decades. 
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In conclusion, then, the continued 
spread of inquiry classes, the recruiting 
of prospects for such classes by our 
laity, the continued growth of instruc- 
tion in the faith by mail, the increase in 
trailer missions in the South, the estab- 
lishment of systematic courses in the 
technique of recruiting and instructing 
converts in all the major seminaries of 


the country, the growth of the Convert 
Makers of America and the enlistment of 
our 26 million lay Catholics in the con- 
vert apostolate, are the significant de- 
velopments and the providential means 
of bringing Christ and His teachings to 
the millions of our countrymen who 
know Him not, and restoring to the 
Fold many who have strayed. 
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Hommes FOR THE Monra 


Homilies on the Liturgy of the Sunday and Feasts 


By JOSEPH H. CASSIDY, M.M. 





Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost 


Our Duties to Church and State 


“Render therefore to Cesar the things that are Cxsar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s” (Matt., xxii. 21). 


SYNOPSIS: 
(1) Shadow of the Cross on Christ. 
(a) Wednesday of Holy Week. 
(b) Palm Sunday. 
(2) The Master fiercely faces Pharisees. 
(a) Drives money-changers from the 
Temple. 
(b) Cured many; receives plaudits of 
“little children.” 
(c) Unmasks Pharisees. 
(3) Czxsar and the soul of man. 
(a) Christ gives a complete social and 
civil philosophy and religion. 
(b) First time defined. 
(4) Significance: 
(a) State has rights. 
(b) Sotoo have God and Church. 
(c) Let them be paid. 
(5) Conelusion: Render the tribute to Czxsar, 
but your soul and that of your neighbor 
to God. 


Time was running out for the God- 
Man. His earthly span was drawing to 
a close. The Cross was casting its 
ominous shadows upon Him. He had 
seen the cheering multitude of Palm 
Sunday. He had heard their joyous 
‘“Hosannas.” With the people, the 
common man, He was in the hour of 
His greatest popularity and triumph. It 
was Wednesday of Holy Week. And 
there was not much time left. The trag- 
edy and darkness of Calvary was only 
too soon to enshroud and conceal Him. 

So, He lost no time in fiercely and 
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openly facing His archenemies—the 
Pharisees and their sycophantic fol- 
lowers. He was to unmask them before 
the people. ‘““This is Jesus, the prophet 
from Nazareth of Galilee.” And as 
prophet and Saviour He entered the 
Temple; and with a lashing whip in His 
hand, He “cast out all them that sold 
and bought in the temple, and over- 
threw the tables of the money-changers. 
And He said to them: ‘It is written: My 
house shall be called the house of prayer; 
but you have made it a den of thieves.’ ” 


THE “LITTLE ONES” PAY 
TRIBUTE TO CHRIST 


This “just wrath” of the Master 
strengthened the faith and devotion of 
the common people, for “there came to 
Him the blind and the lame in the 
temple; and He healed them.” And in 
the midst of all this were heard the 
voices of liltie children. ‘Hosanna to 
the son of David,” they chanted. The 
enraged Pharisees, ‘““moved with indigna- 
tion,” bade Him to silence this outcry. 
But the gentle Master pointed out to 
them that David had foreseen this 
tribute from the little ones. “Out of 
the mouth of infants and of sucklings 
Thou hast perfected praise.”’ 

“By what authority dost Thou do 
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these things? And who has given Thee 
this authority?” These were indeed 
natural and logical questions for the 
Pharisees to ask the Master. But 
since they would neither affirm nor deny 
that the baptism of John the Baptist was 
from God, so too He chose to ignore 
their questions. But He did tell them 
in no uncertain terms how they stood in 
the eyes of God. He unmercifully tore 
the mask from their fetid souls. Proud, 
haughty, sin-encrusted hypocrites! 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, because you are like to 
whited sepulchres, which outwardly 
appear to men beautiful, but within are 
full of dead men’s bones and all filthi- 
ness. Amen I say to you, that the 
publicans and harlots shall go into the 
kingdom of God before you.” 


CHRIST’S UNMASKING OF THE 
PHARISEES 


It was true, and indeed tragically 
true, these teachers and sordid-souled 
priests of Israel would have no place in 
the kingdom of Christ. They would 
seek to reject Him and would finally 
succeed in their nefarious efforts. But 
Christ would still remain for all time, 
the foundation of the kingdom of God 
in the world. “The stone which the 
builders rejected, the same has become 
the head of the corner. The kingdom of 
God shall be taken from you and shall 
be given to another nation yielding 
fruits thereof.” 

Thus unmasked and at bay, the 
Pharisees tried one more trick and 
strategy to ensnare the Master. Joined 
in en unholy alliance with the Herod- 
ians, they sought to betray Him into 
the hands of Cesar and the mighty 
power of Rome, or discredit Him with 
His sincere followers among the com- 
mon people. They proposed to Him the 
question: “Is it lawful to give tribute to 
Cesar, or not?” This question was not 


boldly asked, nor sincerely proposed. 
It was preceded by plenty of flattery 
and cunning. They tried to build Him 
up, and then take Him offguard and by 
surprise. “Master,” they began, “we 
know that Thou art a true speaker, and 
teachest the way of God in truth; 
neither carest Thou for any man; for 
Thou dost not regard the person of 
men.” These words were among the 
very few truthful ones the Pharisees 
ever spoke to Christ, for the gentle 
Master was precisely as here described. 


CHRIST DETERMINES RIGHT OF 
CHURCH AND STATE 


But His forthright solution and an- 
swer to their question was something 
indeed far from what they expected. 
At once He went to the heart of their 
proposal. “Show me the coin of the 
tribute,” He said. And they offered 
him a penny. And Jesus said to them: 
“Whose image and inscription is this?” 
They said to him: “Cesar’s.” “‘Ren- 
der therefore to Cesar, the things that 
are Cesar’s; and to God the things that 
are God’s.” 

Small wonder then that hearing this 
the Pharisaical fakers, “leaving Him, 
went their ways.” For in His answer 
the Master had given one of the most 
momentous utterances in the history of 
mankind. Here indeed we have a full 
social and civil philosophy and, we may 
even say, a religion. For here we have 
the everlasting statement of fact: here 
is a God, here are men, here are rulers. 
And it would be a contradiction of God’s 
order to admit or subscribe to any dis- 
order in the hierarchy or precedence in 
His creation. There just cannot be 
any such disorder. It would be a con- 
tradiction in terms. There must needs 
be a State, or ruler, or king, or Cesar. 
He exists in the material order of things, 
for man would eventually delegate cer- 
tain others to fulfill the duties of ruling, 
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of leading, while the rest of men pur- 
sued their daily tasks. The vast ma- 
jority would be occupied in the home; 
its making, building, and maintaining 
would keep most men fully occupied and 
busy. The individual would have little 
time for his part in social relationships. 
But he must needs be very much inter- 
ested in them; he would be vitally con- 
cerned and aware of what his fellow-man 
was doing. He would have a vital and 
crucial concern in the entire body politic. 
But personally he would not have the 
time to concern himself actively with 
this, and all it connoted. Therefore, 
his interests would have to be adminis- 
tered by others. He would delegate his 
power to them. He would be inter- 
ested, concerned, and aware of what was 
being done. But all this action of his 
would be done vicariously. He would 
delegate someone to do it. He would 
put someone in his place. He, in short, 
would subscribe to and constitute a 
Government. 


ALL JUST GOVERNMENTAL 
POWER COMES FROM GOD 


Now, that Government, that Cesar, 
would be, justly placed and empowered. 
The governor would act and decree. 
His acts and laws would of necessity be 
just. Why? Because the power man 
has from above—from God—to rule 
himself, he has delegated to Cesar. So, 
Cesar rules by the power from above, 
from God. This fact and doctrine is 
clearly enunciated and preached by the 
great St. Paul. “‘Let every soul be sub- 
ject to higher powers: for there is no 
power but from God; and those that are, 
are ordained of God. For therefore also 
you pay tribute. For they are the 
ministers of God.” Thus, the gentle 
Master put His seal on a just govern- 
ment. “Render to Cesar the things 
that are Cesar’s.” 

However, note well that there are 
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two sides to this picture. Czsar does 
not sland alone: he is subordinate to 
God; he gets his power to rule from 
God. Therefore, man who renders cer- 
tain defined obligations to Cesar, must 
needs render others to God. God, too, 
has His prerogatives and rights. These 
must be recognized by man. How did 
the Master define them? How did He 
indicate them, and point them out? He 
did it very simply, yet with an inexo- 
rable certainty. Render “the coin of 
the tribute” to Cesar, because his 
“image and inscription” are upon it. 
To the great God of time and eternity 
also render the immortal soul of man 
unsullied and unspotted. For truly, 
indeed, His image and inscription are 
upon it. Back in the dawn of recorded 
sacred history is this fact clearly noted 
and written. “‘Let us make man to our 
image and likeness; and let him have 
dominion over ... the whole earth. 
And God created man to His own image; 
to the image of God He created him.” 

Thus, there are two powers justly 
ruling in the world. There is the power 
of God and the delegated power of man. 
There is God and the State. Render 
“the coin of the tribute” to the State, 
but render the immortal soul of man to 
God. 


DELIMITATION OF AUTHORITY 
OF CHURCH AND STATE 


Where, then, do the powers of the 
State end, and where do the powers and 
rights of God begin? To define them in 
exact terms leads to endless debate. 
And as history evolves, the whole mat- 
ter shall become more clear and more 
precisely defined. ‘Twenty years before 
Christ made this fundamental pronounce- 
ment and decree, one of His countrymen 
tried to defend the position that Cesar 
had no right to the tribute. Judas was 
his name, and he was killed for his 
trouble, together with his followers. 
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At this very time when the Master 
spoke, Cesar was certainly very much 
of a tyrant. He was reputed as divine, 
and the Roman gods belonged more to 
the State than the State to the gods. 
Yet, Christ did recognize Cesar as the 
“de facto” government, the ruler in fact. 
Consequently, to him must be rendered 
the tribute. 

However, the Cesar of two thousand 
years ago, and every government down till 
the end of time, must recognize there is a 
God; and render to Him the soul of man. 
Furthermore, man must -be free in his 
home, in sociely and in his every act to 
give homage to his God. He must be 
free to beget his children and rear them 
in the truth of God and the Gospel of the 
gentle Master. Neither he, nor his chil- 
dren, nor their mother, may be enslaved 
by the State. He shall instruct them in 
patriotism, and give them a living ex- 
ample of it in his life. But he will insist 
that patriotism is a virtue. He will nol 
make of ita god! He will not hold with 
Karl Marx that “the democratic concept 
holds that ... each man is a sovereign 
being. This is an illusion, dream and 
postulate of Christianity.” Nor will 
he subscribe to the teaching of the 
demagogue Hitler: “To the Christian 
doctrine of the infinite significance of 
the human soul ... I oppose with the 
icy clarity of the saving doctrine of the 
nothingness and insignificance of the 
human being.’ Nor will man forget 
that he is a child of God, and his soul 
bears the image of that God, even 
though a Stalin and his politiburo may 
sacrifice the peace of the world, and 
crimson its face with the blood of untold 
millions of helpless humans in his dia- 
bolical effort to wipe God, His memory, 
and His sacred name from the face of the 
earth. Let man remember that no 
power on earth, or inspired from hell, 
shall ever take from God the earth He has 
created; neither shall it effectively and 


permanently take from the gentle Master 
the people He has redeemed upon the 
Cross. 


OUR DUTIES TOWARDS GOD AND 
NEIGHBOR 


Let us, then, not forget our origin nor 
our destiny. The story of our beginning 
issographically told in the very first book 
of Scripture that we cannot forget it: 
“And the Lord God formed man of the 
slime of the earth; and breathed into 
his face the breath of life; and man be- 
came a living soul.’’ This soul is not to 
be sold cheaply; it is not to be bartered 


away for ‘“‘a mess of pottage.”” It is the 
masterpiece of God’s creation. And He 


has marked it with the sign of immor- 
tality. No power on earth can destroy 
it. And the gentle Master has re- 
deemed it, bought it back from Satan’s 
slavery, freed it from the curse of sin, 
and clothed it with the garment of His 
love. Into it the Holy Spirit has come 
with His fire, inspiration, truth and life. 
He has made it His temple, and there 
with the Father and the Master He 
dwells. The Master has told us: “If 
any man love Me, My Father will love 
him, and We will come to him, and will 
make Our abode with him.” Let us 
cherish that soul, sanctify it with our 
love and sacrificial services, and return 
it to our God beautiful and resplendent, 
like the base of an old crucifix burnished 
to perfection by our kisses. 
Furthermore, let us not neglect the 
souls of our neighbor: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself.” But 
whois our neighbor? First, those of our 
own household. We must do all we can 
to bring them to God. We must feed 
their souls with our good works and 
clear, constructive words. We must 
ever be to them a living example of the 
‘Just man.” At the threshold of our 
homes, we must stand guard. Into 
that home let nothing unclean enter. 
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Our home must be our castle and strong- 
hold of truth. Let no lies enter therein, 
nor half-truths, nor a subversive philos- 
ophy. 

So, too, shall we be an inspiration to 
those about us at our work, and to those 
we meet as we go about our daily tasks. 
We have a responsibility towards them, 
to do what we can for them. We know 
that each man is bearing his burden of 
sorrow, often perhaps a heavy one. We 
know that each day he is tried by temp- 
tation, that his every step is assailed by 
“the world, the flesh and the devil.” 
Let us, then, sustain him. Let us pour 
into his wounds the oil and wine of our 
love and coéperation. 

Above all else, let us not be a temp- 
tation and a stumbling block to our 
neighbor. Let us not scandalize him by 
any word or work. Terrible, indeed, 
and awful are the words of Our Lord to 


one who will lead a fellow being into sin, 
or will scandalize one of His “little ones.”’ 
“Woe to the world because of scandals. 
For it must needs be that scandals 
come; but nevertheless, woe to that 
man by whom scandal cometh. It were 
better for him that a millstone should be 
hanged around his neck, and that he 
should be drowned in the depth of the 
sea.” 

In a changed and a changing world, 
then, let us be true and valiant soldiers 
of the gentle Master. Let us heed His 
words and daily follow in His footsteps. 
His image and inscription is upon our 
priceless souls, and upon the souls of our 
neighbors. We shall gladly render to 
Cesar his just deserts. But “the things 
that are God’s” we shall always hold 
most sacred, through all the days of our 
lives, and with grateful hearts return 
them to Him, when He calls us home. 


Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 


Christian Courage and Hope 


“T think thoughts of peace and not of affliction; you shall call upon Me, and I will hear 
you; and I will bring back your captivity from all places” (Introit). 


SYNOPSIS: 

(1) Living in a changed and changing world. 
(a) Itis rapidly disintegrating. 
(b) Institutions we thought permanent 

are passing. 

(ec) Chaos and ruin impend. 

(2) Consequently, there is discouragement: 
(a) inthe social order; 
(6) inthe spiritual order. 
(c) Our weaknesses. 
(d) Temptations. 
(e) Thedevil. 

(3) Mass of to-day has the solution. 
(a) Its liturgy. 
(b) Introit prayer. 
(ce) Epistle, Gospel. 

(4) Conclusion: Trust in God’s grace. 
(a) Live and die as soldier of Christ. 
(b) St. Paul. 
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There is plenty in life to make man 
discouraged, downcast and disillusioned. 
This is true in the material, natural, 
social world we live in. The enthusi- 
asms of youth grow cold in the realities 
of later life. Seemingly good friends 
prove false or untrue. Our charitable 
efforts and words are too often mis- 
understood, and we receive but base 
ingratitude so often when others should 
be deeply grateful to us. Things are 
not what they seem. People are not 
what they appear to be. We find this 
condition even among our closest as- 
sociates, even in the inner circle of our 
own family. Indeed, then, there is 
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much cause for us to be downcast and 
discouraged. 

If this is true of the natural, social life 
about us, it is all the more certain in the 
moral and spiritual world. We find 
much sin and imperfection where we 
would least expect it. We find that the 
moral standard of those about us is too 
often very low. We find those who 
have much of this world’s goods have 
little spirituality. Those who openly 
flaunt the law of God seem to be blessed 
with riches and worldly goods. About 
us, untold numbers never bend their 
knee to God in prayer and gratitude. 
Still others have no faith. They may 
be even atheistic ridiculers of all that is 
sacred and of God. ‘‘For many walk,” 
Paul tells us, “of whom I have told you 
often and now tell you weeping, that 
they are enemies of the cross of Christ. 
Their end is ruin, their god is their 
belly, their glory is in their shame, they 
mind the things of earth.” The very 
language we hear all about us is unclean; 
the very atmosphere we breathe seems 
laden with evil. 

Now, all this will tend to wear us 
down, to tarnish the delicate lustre of 
spirituality, and raise the question in our 
minds: ‘Cui bono? What is the use of 
being good, of swimming against the tide 
of life as it lashes its power upon us?” I 
presume all men feel this way at times. 


FACING THE REALITIES OF 

THIS LIFE 

Well, it is precisely this general condi- 
tion of life that is treated in to-day’s 
Mass: “The world, the flesh, and the 
devil” are recognized as being very stern 
realities, facts that must be faced. We 
must remember always that we do not 
fight alone. God understands our plight: 
“Who made the heart, ‘tis He alone 
decidedly can judge it.””. Thus the poet 
truly spoke of us. God has made us. 
And He did not do this just by chance. 


He had a special reason for making us. 
And He didn’t make us to exist some 
thousand years hence, or a thousand 
years in the past. He meant us to live 
and be to-day. Nor did He make us 
angels to live in some ideal world; He 
made us men to live in this world just as 
itis. Of course, He does not condone or 
approve the sin in the world. But His 
providence has placed us in it. 

And He placed us here, knowing our 
weakness. He knows our ancestors and 
forebears back through the ages. He 
understands from what stock we come. 
He realizes our inherited weaknesses, 
and all the things that predispose us to 
sin: ‘The sins of the parents are visited 
upon the children.” 

So too He understands that to a cer- 
tain extent we are the products of our 
environment. We must needs react to 
the things about us. We can’t escape 
being influenced and affected by condi- 
tions in which we live. Sin, ignorance, 
poverty, must needs take their toll. He 
can evaluate all this. He can see what 
no social worker or even priest can see. 
He can and does see the most inner 
workings of the soul. He knows its 
“holy of holies.”” He penetrates where 
no human eye may see. 


HOW ARE WE TO COMBAT 
TEMPTATION? 


Thus, He knows our temptations— 
their causes and their solutions. This is 
one of the inexorable facts of the spirit- 
ual life of man. He will be tried every 
day of his life, from the first dawn of his 
“use of reason”’ till the curtain of time 
rings down upon his life for Eternity. 
Even the great St. Paul had his “sting 
of the flesh,” and he begged the Master | 
to take it away. In his honesty he tells 
us: ““The good I will, I do not; but the 
evil I will not, that I do.” 

But over and above all the tempta- 
tions and weaknesses that may be atavis- 
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tic, that we inherit; besides all the diffi- 
culties we may find in our environment 
and surroundings, there is one chief and 
important one besides—I mean the 
devil. Our Holy Father, the present 
gloriously reigning Pontiff, warns us 
again of this fact. This very year of 
1949 in his instructions to the Lenten 
Preachers of Rome, he pointed out the 
tragic evil being wrought by the devil in 
our own day. He counselled them to 
warn the people of this ever-present fact 
that can never be ignored, not even for a 
moment. 

We know from the Scriptures the 
power and persistency of Satan before 
the coming of Christ. We have many 
records of his nefarious work in the 
times of the Gospel: how he took pos- 
session of many, how the gentle Master 
and His disciples exorcised the devils and 
cast them out. We have read how the 
devil tried Christ Himself. “And when 
He had fasted forty days and forty 
nights, afterwards He was _ hungry. 
And the tempter coming said to Him: 
If Thou be the Son of God, command 
that these stones be made bread.” 
‘And from the pinnacle of the temple 
Satan told Him: “If Thou be the Son 
of God, cast Thyself down.” And 
again after showing the Master all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them, he said to Him: “All these will I 
give Thee, if, falling down, Thou wilt 
adore me.”’ 


HOW SHREWDLY SATAN FRAMES 
HIS TEMPTATIONS 


If Satan will even tempt the humanity 
of Christ, how can any man escape? 
Man can’t escape and does not. He is 

. weakened by original sin and is prone to 
evil. Even after Baptism, when the 
sin of our first parents is washed away 
and we are in the state of grace, we are 
not safe. If one of us even then is so 
unfortunate as to commit a mortal sin, 


56 


the devil at once may enter our soul. 
And if that sin is not repented, more and 
more will he take possession of the soul 
of the sinner. He will fill the intellect 
with lies and untruths. And what is at 
times even worse and more destructive, 
he will sow his half-truths in man’s 
intellect. He will weaken the will, and 
make it do what may seem to be good at 
the time, but later will be found to be 
evil and degrading. He will fill the heart 
of man with unclean loves and passions. 
He makes him more and more his slave 
by keeping him from repentance and 
showing him the profit of full diabolical 
service. Witness the destruction, ruin 
and chaos of two world wars—of nihilis- 
tic, communistic, and subversive philos- 
ophies and thought in the world. 
There is no other explanation for this 
shambles and blight. This is the handi- 
work of the devil. 

Is man then without hope? Is he 
doomed to be just one more casualty of 
diabolical intrigue? Far from it! The 
gentle Master told St. Paul: ‘My grace 
is sufficient for you.’ Thus, by the 
grace of God and by His helping hand, 
man can be triumphant and victorious 
over all temptation and all the wiles and 
machinations of the evil one. If we 
codperate with God’s grace, there is no 
enemy we can’t overcome. The om- 
nipotent hand of Divinity will touch the 
heart of humanity, and strengthen it in 
its daily struggles and bring it to ulti- 
mate victory. 


GOD PROMISES HIS AID IN 
TIME OF TEMPTATION 


Back in the days of the Jewish Babyl- 
onian Captivity God spoke through the 
Prophet Jeremias: ‘I think thoughts of 
peace and not affliction; you shall call 
upon Me and I will hear you; and I 
will bring back your captivity from all 
places.” And this is precisely what He 
did for the Chosen People—not only 
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once, but many times. And the same 
thing He will do for each sinner. But 
the sinner must do something himself; 
he must try to come back; he must, with 
God’s grace, turn his back on sin. And 
that is the burden of to-day’s Mass. It 
is the substance of the prayer the Church 
puts on our lips at the very beginning 
of the Mass: “O Lord, we beg of Thee, 
absolve the sins of Thy people, so that 
by Thy kind forgiveness we may be set 
free from the chains of our sins in which 
our weakness has entangled us.” 

And again in to-day’s Epistle the great 
missionary St. Paul asks us to “‘be imita- 
tors of me and mark those who walk 
after the pattern you have in us.” 
Paul had once been a fierce and unrelent- 
ing enemy of Christ. He had hated Him 
and all He stood for. He was a rigorous 
and narrow Pharisee; and, like all of 
that “brood of vipers,” there was not 
place in Paul’s heart for the love and 
compassion of the Master. He held the 
coats of the fanatics who stoned St. 
Stephen to death—the first of the long 
line of those who have died for Christ. 
But the Risen Master appeared to Paul 
on the road to Damascus, and declared: 
“It is hard for thee to kick against the 
goad.”” And what Paul saw in that 
vision of light turned him from “breath- 
ing out threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord,” to 
become a “vessel of election” and a great 
champion of the gentle Master and His 
Gospel. He emptied himself of his hate 
and his pride and preached “‘Christ and 
Christ crucified” in faraway places. He 
took up his cross and followed Him, so 
that in the closing days of his life he 
could say: “I live now not I, but Christ 
liveth in me.” And as Paul did, so can 
we all do in our own humble place in life. 
God’s grace, His help, is sufficient for us, 
even as it was for Paul. He will 
“refashion the body of our lowliness, 
conforming it to the body of His glory by 


exerting the power by which He is able 
also to subject all things to Himself.” 
No matter how low, degraded and de- 
spised we may feel, let us cry to Him like 
David of old: “From the depths I have 
cried to Thee, O Lord; Lord, hear my 
prayer.” 


CONSOLATION TO BE DRAWN 
FROM TO-DAY’S GOSPEL 


And the Gospel of to-day’s Mass gives 
us further confidence. The story is told 
of how the ruler of the synagogue came 
to Him when his daughter was dead, and 
asked His help. “My daughter has 
just died; but come and lay Thy hand 
upon her and she will return to life.” 
And the narrative continues: “He went 
in and took ber by the hand; and the 
girl arose.” So too we, even if we be 
dead in sin, can arise from our death and 
live once more in grace, if we but ask the 
gentle Master to come and lay His hand 
of mercy onus. “If your sins be as red 
as crimson, they shall be made as white 
as wool; though they be as red as scar- 
let, they shall be made as white as 
snow.” Thus has God promised through 
the Prophet. 

However, we must not falter or doubt 
His power and His love for us. The 
Gospel furthermore tells of a poor unfor- 
tunate woman, who for twelve years had 
been suffering from a hemorrhage, came 
up behind Him and touched the tassel of 
His cloak, saying to herself: “If I touch 
but His cloak, I shall be saved.’ She 
believed in Him, had faith. The gentle 
Master was deeply moved by this, her 
simple confidence and faith. He turned 
to her and said: ‘Take courage, daugh- 
ter; thy faith has saved thee.” And 
the woman was restored to health from 
that moment. Touching and of deep 
significance is this scene. The same 
Jesus will restore us to spiritual health if 
we will only have faith in Him, if we will 
only let His virtue go out from His 
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infinite love to our bleeding hearts and 
sin-stained bodies. ‘Therefore I say 
to you, all things whatever you ask for 
in prayer, believe that you shall receive, 
and they shall come to you.” 

Certainly, indeed, man is assailed in 
the world to-day; but certainly too he is 
sustained by the grace of God. God 
keeps him locked in the arms of His 
Providence. 

“Down the days and down the arches 
of the years” He pursues the soul of man 
like a hound of heaven. No man is lost 
till he himself of his own free will irrevo- 
cably repels the treasure chests of God’s 
mercy from his soul. Christ will pursue 
man’s soul; He will lie in wait for it, as 
He did for the soul of Paul. Let us 
remember that no power shall ever take 
from God the world He has created,. or 
permanently steal from Christ the souls 
He has redeemed. Only one little sin- 
cere sign of contrition lies between the 
soul and its salvation. The gentle 
Master did not condemn even a Judas. 
He called him “‘friend.”” And the good 
thief upon the cross did not ask for for- 
giveness. Perhaps he thought his soul 
too black and sin-encrusted. He merely 
said: ‘Master, remember me when Thou 
comest into Thy kingdom.” Yet, he 
was the first to hear of the eternal fruits 
of redemption. ‘Amen, I say to thee, 
this day thou shalt be with Me in Para- 
dise.” 


CHRIST’S PROMISE IS THE BASIS 
FOR OUR COURAGE 


Let us take courage then. Even in 


the many and continuing temptations 
of our personal lives, let us not falter or 
lose heart. The world indeed is in the 
throes of endless woes and _ sorrows. 
We hear of wars and rumors of wars, the 
destruction of so many of our sacred 
institutions. Our people are being de- 
stroyed and scattered. Our Church 
is assailed from without, and diabolical 
enemies are gnawing at its very vitals 
from within. Let us not lose courage. 
Of this Church Christ Himself has said: 
“The gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” 

We are soldiers of Jesus Christ. We 
knowthetruth, and that truth shall make 
us free. Let us make that truth known 
to our fellow-man, by our words and by 
our works. Let us live for it, fight for it, 
and if need be die for it. When the sun- 
set years of our lives are with us, may 
we be able to say with the great and 
saintly Paul: “I have fought the good 
fight; I have finished the course; I have 
kept the faith.” And then we shall 
know, even as Paul knew: “There is 
stored up for me a crown of glory; not 
only for me, but for all who have loved 
His coming.” 

And to-day let us humbly subscribe to 
the closing prayer of this day’s Mass: 
“We pray Thee, O Almighty God, that 
Thou wilt not allow us to be overcome by 
human dangers, since Thou hast glad- 
dened us with a share in the divine life.” 
“You shall call upon Me and I[ will hear 
you,” is the promise of God Himself. 
And He made this promise to you and 
to me. 
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Last Sunday after Pentecost 
The Final Accounting 


‘And they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, with much power and 
majesty” (Matt., xxiv. 30). 


SYNOPSIS: 


(1) The problem of suffering and evil in the 
world. 
(a) Much misunderstood. 
(6) But ut has explanation. 
(2) Allanswered by Judgment Day. 
(a) Destruction of Jerusalem. 
(b) Destruction of the whole world. 
(3) Certainty and signs of this destruction. 
(a) How? 
(b) When? 
(4) Conelusion: Vigilance and prayer. 


Perhaps the least understood wisdom is 
the wisdom of suffering. Men may be 
and often are very learned in other fields, 
but in this they seem to be at sea. We 
have known from the beginning of philos- 
ophies and the thoughts of thinking 
men that there was a problem of evil in 
the world. Suffering comes to all. In 
most cases it is absolutely involuntary. 
No one seems to seek it or welcome it, 
except the very saintly and disciplined 
souls. And why this evil and suffering 
is in the world remains a mystery and an 
enigma to multitudes of men. 

But there is an answer. Yes, we can 
see all about us plenty of injustice. 
Men’s bodies and souls are enslaved by 
the tyrant and dictator. Their lives 
are made miserable and almost unlivable. 
And yet nothing much seems to be done 
about it. Most men have suffered. 
They have often known poverty, sick- 
ness, and death in their own families. 
They have suffered in the business world 
because of the sharp practice, or injus- 
tice, or downright thievery of others. 
They have borne great burdens in the 
laboring world down through all the 
ages. Many have lived and died in the 


slavery in which they were born. No 
doubt, then, it is logical to ask “why?” 
Why does God permit such things? 
Why doesn’t He dash down the tyrant 
from his throne? Why doesn’t He 
destroy the unjust, thieving man in 
business? Why doesn’t He right the 
myriad wrongs one may see every day? 
Instead, He seems to bless the man of 
power, and seems to add to the riches 
already unjustly obtained. 


ANSWERS TO THE PROBLEM 
OF SUFFERING 


Well, there are very good and logical 
answers to all these questions. There 
are true and convincing answers if we 
have the faith and humility to compre- 
hend and understand them. We know 
sin came into the world because of man’s 
free will to do evil instead of good. He 
is the captain of his own soul and the 
master of his own destiny. This may be 
for ill or woe. But that is the way God 
made him and redeemed him. Now, 
there being a just God, this evil must be 
undone. Reparation must be made. 
Some time, somewhere, under some con- 
ditions, all wrongs must be righted. 
This entails suffering. And that is pre- 
cisely why Christ came into the -world. 
He suffered and died for the sins of 
man. And Hehastold us: “If any man 
will come after Me, let him deny him- 
self, take up his cross daily and follow 
Me.” This was also the message of the 
great missionary, St. Paul: “I preach 
Christ and Christ crucified.” 

However, it is quite apparent that 
there still remain multitudes of wrongs 
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that are never righted in life. We can 
see this all down through history. We 
see it in our own daily lives. So when 
shall these debts be paid? They must 
be paid. Even though many of them 
are paid in the inscrutable ways of God, 
in ways unknown to man, there must be 
many that are never paid, as far as we 
can see. 

So, that is where to-day’s Gospel tells 
its profound and deeply significant mes- 
sage. And that message is the Judg- 
ment. The General Judgment of all 
men from the first Adam down to the last 
man, “withering away with fear and ex- 
pectation” before the Judgment. On 
that day: “They shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with much power and majesty. And 
He shall send His angels with a trumpet 
and a great voice, and they shall gather 
together His elect from the four winds, 
from the farthest parts of the heavens to 
the utmost bounds of them.” And ina 
twinkling of the eye the good shall be 
separated from the evil. And the evil 
men will be driven away from the face 
of God for all eternity: “Depart from 
Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels.” 
These are harsh words. But they are 
the words of the Master. And they 
shall be fulfilled. “‘Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but My words shall not 
pass away.” 


THE FINAL ANSWER TO THE 
PROBLEM OF EVIL 


Now, on that day we shall have the 
full and final answer of the evil in the 
world. That day we shall know the 
hidden blessing of many a heavy cross. 
That day we shall see the ultimate 
mercy of what seemed to be the heavy 
hand of justice during life. Then those 
who have made unjust ways profitable 
according to the standards of a Godless 
world, shall see the tragic futility and 
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withering curse of their ways. The 
standard of weights and measures will 
then be those of God’s infallible scales 
of justice. And justice will be meted 
out, not by a controlled judge in a court 
of evil men, but by the all-seeing, all- 
knowing, all-just God of inexorable jus- 
tice. 

Truly this will be a day of wrath and 
woe for many who were quite contented 
with their evil lives on earth. And this 
truth we shall all know: ‘What shall it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world 
and suffer the loss of his immortal soul? 
Or what exchange shall a man make for 
his soul?” 

To-day is the last day of the Church 
Year, and it is deeply significant that, 
on this day as well as on the first day of 
the Church Year, our Holy Mother 
places before us the dire and dread pic- 
ture of the Judgment. She would like 
us to meditate continually on this day, 
which should be first and last in our 
thoughts as we go through life. No 
one can exaggerate its importance, be- 
cause it will mark the end of time and 
the beginning of eternity. As we are 
that day, we shall remain forever. 
There shall be no more of the mercy of 
life, or even of Purgatory. The curtain 
of time shall be rung down. Life’s 
stage and its human actors shall be no 


more. Time willhaveended. Eternity 
will be before us forever. It shall be the 
end. 


FULFILLMENT OF CHRIST’S 
PROPHECIES 


But couldn’t our interpretation of 
that day be wrong? Could we not have 
misunderstood the scriptures? Did 
Christ really mean all this horror liter- 
ally? Well, He foretold this day on the 
Tuesday of Holy Week. He was fast 
approaching the fatal day of Good Fri- 
day and its tragedy of Calvary. He had 
left Jerusalem after His last vain at- 
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tempt to convince the Scribes and Phari- 
sees that He was their Messias. They 
would not accept Him. They would not 
believe. So He withdrew in the evening 
outside the city to a nearby hill-top. 
From there He could easily see the city 
with its magnificent Temple. The Jews 
were well satisfied with their religion. 
They could foresee no change. And it 
never dawned on them that their reli- 
gion would be replaced by the New Dis- 
pensation, with its Sermon on the Mount 
and the love and sacrifice of the gentle 
Master. They certainly had no idea 
that their sacred city would be destroyed 
and of their beloved Temple not a stone 
would be left upon a stone. But this 
was precisely what the Master foretold. 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them that are 
sent to: thee, how often would I have 
gathered together thy children, as a 
hen doth gather her chickens under her 
wings, and thou wouldst not! Behold 
your house shall be left to you desolate. 
Amen, I say to you there shall not be 
left here a stone upon a stone that shall 
not be destroyed.” 

There is nothing more simple than this 
language, and nothing more dire than 
what it portended and foretold. It 
must needs have seemed fantastic to 


the disciples who heard it. It must 
have seemed strange, even impos- 


sible of fulfillment. Yet, this is pre- 
cisely what happened. Right down to 
the last syllable and detail, His words 
were enacted and came to pass. In the 
year 70 Titus the Roman came with his 
armies and laid all waste. All was 
destroyed, and the massacre of the Jews 
was ghastly and complete. The Temple 
was no more, and the Holy City was 
beaten to the ground. ‘Truly, a stone 
was not left upon a stone. This is a 
matter of recorded history and fully 
authenticated. There can be no doubt 
of Christ’s prophecy, and most cer- 


tainly none of that prophecy’s fulfillment. 

Consequently, if this has happened to 
Jerusalem, can we doubt that what the 
Master said of the whole world will also 
come to pass? ‘‘And immediately after 
the tribulation of those days, the sun 
shall be darkened, and the moon shall not 
give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of heaven 
shall be moved. And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of Man in heaven; 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn; and they shall see the Son of 
Man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with much power and majesty. And 
He shall send His angels with a trumpet 
and a great voice; and they shall gather 
together His elect from the four winds, 
from the farthest parts of the heavens to 
the utmost bounds of them.” 


UNCERTAINTY REGARDING THE 
END OF THE WORLD 


It is certain, then, that the world will 
be destroyed. There shall be an end to 
the world we have become so accus- 
tomed to. “Heaven and earth shall 
pass away; but My words will not pass 
away.” Just how this end will come 
we do not know. The recent discovery 
of the tremendous power of the breaking 
of an atom leads us to think that right 
here in the earth are the elements that 
could destroy it completely, given the 
proper conditions. The work of scien- 
tists up to the present time gives us 
plenty to meditate upon. So much that 
seemed indestructible only a few years 
ago, no longer remains so. And let us 
not forget that God created this world. 
He is the First Cause of it all. He 
knows intimately its every element and 
constituent. It would be quite simple 
for Him to destroy what He has created, 
what He has brought out of nothingness. 

And naturally they asked Him the 
very important question of the time of 
all this. ‘‘Master, when shall these 
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things be? And what shall be the sign 
when they shall begin to come to pass?” 
For if the world knew the Day of Judg- 
ment, it could be prepared. The horror 
that day portends could bring the whole 
world to its knees crying for mercy: 
“Lord, save us, we perish.” But that 
is precisely what Christ did not desire. 
He had no wish to frighten men into 
repentance. He wished them to be 
saved by their own unmolested free will. 
He named several signs that would be 
warnings. The Gospel would have been 
preached to the entire world. There 
would be a great falling away among the 
faithful. And Antichrist would arise. 
Who he will be, we know not; but he will 
be someone who will oppose Christ most 
fiercely, and be the greatest persecutor 
history has known. We have already 
seen some pretty bad persecutors; so, 
the real Antichrist must needs be so 
terrible that he can be easily recognized. 
However, of the exact day and hour 
Christ did not specify. “But of that 
day and hour no one knoweth; not the 
Angels of heaven, but the Father alone.” 


ETERNAL VIGILANCE SHOULD 
BE OUR RULE OF LIFE 


The only logical way to live, then, is 
with eternal vigilance, having that 
dread day ever before us and marshal- 
ling our acts with that day in mind. 
“And take heed to yourselves lest per- 
haps your hearts be overcharged with 
surfeiting and drunkenness and the 
cares of this life, and that day come 
upon you suddenly. For as a snare it 
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shall come upon all that sit upon the face 
of the whole earth.” ‘Indeed, the end 
will come most suddenly, like a flash of 
lightning; or as a thief in the night. 

Most certainly, too, the sensible man 
will await that day in prayer, praying 
always that we may be found worthy; 
and that we are not led astray by “the 
world, the flesh, and the devil.”” ““Watch 
ye, therefore, praying at all times that 
you may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that are to come, and to 
stand before the Son of Man.” 

Terrible indeed is the Day of Judg- 
ment, but consoling too is the justice 
that we shal] meet on that day. The 
wrongs of the world shall be righted. 
The debts unpaid through the centuries 
shall be paid on that day—yes, even 
unto the last penny. The goodness of 
God and His love and mercy shall be 
vindicated. The Church, so long and 
so unmercifully maligned, abused and 
persecuted, shall appear glorious and 
resplendent in all its truth and heavenly 
magnificence. The Mystical Body of 
Christ will be forever glorified. And 
even the little people will see that our 
place in God’s divine plan was indeed 
great and most important, and our 
capacity for joy will be filled for all 
eternity. Fear not, then, but as soldiers 
of Jesus Christ let us live and fight for 
our faith. Let us keep our lives clean 
that the lustre of our souls will never be 
sullied; that when the great battle and 
campaign of life is over, we may lay 
down our arms in victory, and be with 
the gentle Master for all eternity. 




















Roman Documents 


By FRANCIS B. DONNELLY, S.T.L., J.C.D. 





Holy Office Decree on Com- 


munists 


This Supreme Sacred Congregation has 
been asked: 


1. Is it lawful to join or to show 
favor to Communist groups? 

2. Is it lawful to publish, dis- 
seminate or read books, periodicals, 
newspapers or leaflets which uphold 
Communist doctrine and practice, or 
to write in them? 

3. May the faithful who know- 
ingly and willingly perform the ac- 
tions referred to in nn. 1 and 2 be 
admitted to the Sacraments? 

1. Do the faithful who profess, 
and above all those who defend and 
spread, the materialistic and anti- 
Christian doctrine of the Communists 
ipso facto, as apostates from the 
Catholic faith, fall into an excom- 
munication reserved speciali modo to 


the Holy See? 


The Most Eminent and Reverend 
Fathers, charged with the safeguarding 
of matters of faith and morals, after 
having previously received the opinion 
of the Very Reverend Consultors, in a 
plenary session held on Tuesday, the 
28th of June, 1949, decided the response 
should be: 


1. In the negative: because Com- 
munism is materialistic and anti- 
Christian. Though Communist lead- 
ers verbally profess not to oppose 
religion, nevertheless in fact, both 
by teaching and action, they show 
themselves to be the enemies of God 
and the true religion and the Church 
of Christ. 

2. In the negative: for they are 
forbidden by the law itself (ef. 
Canon 1399 C.I.C.). 


3. In the negative, according to the 
ordinary principles as regards the 
denial of the Sacraments to those 
who are not disposed. 

4. In the affirmative. 


On the following Thursday, the 30th 
of the same month and year, His Holi- 
ness Pius XII, Pope by Divine Provi- 
dence, in the customary audience 
granted to His Excellency, the Most 
Reverend Assessor of the Holy Office, 
approved the aforementioned resolution 
of the Most Eminent Fathers and or- 
dered it to be promulgated in the official 
journal, the Acta Apostolice Sedis. 
Given in Rome, July 1, 1949. 

Peter Vicorirta, Notary. 


No Decree of the Holy See has re- 
ceived such lengthy notices in the daily 
press as that of the Holy Office regarding 
Communist affiliation and support. We 
have even witnessed earnest efforts to 
provide a canonical commentary. The 
sensational and seemingly political over- 
tones of the Decree should not lead us 
to overlook its careful wording and the 
clear-cut distinctions it makes. 

Communism is materialistic and anti- 
Christian. That has been known long 
since to any one who has followed its 
successive condemnations, notably, that 
of Pope Pius XI in Divini Redemptoris. 
It is confirmed by the frankness of 
Communist writers and, above ll, 
by the activities of Communist leaders 
the world over. As a consequence, any 
Catholic who subscribes to true Com- 
munist doctrine, whether or not he car- 
ries a card of the Communist party, is 
an apostate from the Church and there- 
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fore automatically excommunicated. 
His case is reserved to the Holy See, 
though, once he abjures his perverse 
doctrines, the apostate can be absolved 
from the excommunication in the exter- 
nal forum by the local Ordinary, if his 
crime has been or is made public (Canon 
2314). Occasionally, Catholics have 
lapsed intoCommunism and thus aposta- 
sized from the Church. Fortunately, 
however, such cases have been rare in 
this country. 

Without accepting Communism, there 
are some who have become identified 
with its activities or else have lent sup- 
port to them. The Holy Office now 
further clarifies the dictum of Pope 
Pius XI, in his Encyclical Divini 
Redemptoris: ‘Communism is intrinsi- 
cally evil, and no one desirous of sav- 
ing civilization can collaborate with 
it.” It is strictly forbidden to join 
the Communist party or any truly 
Communist group. It is _ likewise 
strictly forbidden to show it favor, for 
example, by defending its activity, 
giving it financial support, failing as a 
public official to check it when such is 
one’s duty. It is seriously wrong to 
publish or disseminate, or even to 
contribute to, Communist publications, 
which support either Communist doc- 
trines or policy. The Decree does not 
indicate how far a publication must sup- 
port Communism in order to come 
under this ban. That is a question of 
fact to be decided in the individual case 
on the basis of the regular content of 
the publication. Furthermore, the 
faithful are forbidden to codperate with 
Communism by reading any of its 
publications. Those who have need of 
doing so by reason of their profession 
or in order to expose its pernicious errors 
must seek the required permission from 
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the local Ordinary, who is empowered 
by law to make exceptions in individual 
cases (Canon 1402, §1). 

All who openly disregard the foregoing 
restrictions are publicly disobedient to 
the law of the Church, and therefore 
publicly unworthy of receiving her 
Sacraments. But to be so penalized, a. 
person must act scienter and _libere. 
Obviously, one who is duped into acting 
wrongfully should not suffer for his 
action because of his good faith. The 
meaning of the term libere, however, 
is more difficult to determine and un- 
doubtedly will require further clarifica- 
tion. Perhaps we can say tentatively 
that the action in question must not only 
be “free” in the ordinary sense of the 
term, but also free of grave fear, neces- 
sity and grave inconvenience (cfr Canon 
2205, §2)) In other words, to be barred 
from the Sacraments a person must not 
have been coerced into codperating with 
Communism by circumstances, or by 
the wrongful action of others. 

As these lines are written, the Catholic 
Press carries the text of a subsequent 
Decree of the Holy Office, dated August 
11, 1949, explaining further how far 
Communists and coéperators with Com- 
munism are to be denied the Sacraments. 
The Decree states that those who adhere 
to the tenets of Communism, being apos- 
tates, are to be denied all sacred rites 
on the occasion of their marriage, which 
as a mixed marriage is not to be cele- 
brated in church. The parties in ques- 
tion are to sign the customary guaran- 
tees. However, those who belong to a 
Communist group or codperate with 
Communism in the ways already men- 
tioned are, on the occasion of their mar- 
riage, to be treated as members of a for- 
bidden society or public sinners respec- 
tively (Canons 1065-1066). 











The Growth and Develop- 


ment of the Catholic School 


By PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., Litt.D., LL.D. 


“The true Christian, product of Christian education, is the supernatural 
man who thinks, judges and acts constantly and consistently in accordance 
with right reason illumined by the supernatural light of the example and 
teaching of Christ; in other words, to use the current term, the true and fin- 
ished man of character. For it is not every kind of consistency and firmness 
of conduct based on subjective principles that makes true character, but 


‘only constancy in following the eternal principles of justice, as is admitted 


even by the pagan poet when he praises as one and the same ‘the man who is 
just and firm of purpose.’ And, on the other hand, there cannot be full jus- 
tice except in giving to God what is due to God, as the true Christian does.” 
—‘‘Five Great Encyclicals’ (Paulist Press, 1946), Christian Education of 





Youth, p. 65. 


‘Be GRowTH of Catholic schools 
is the greatest religious fact in the his- 
tory of the United States. The early 
missionaries to our country had brought 
with them a very definite ideal of educa- 
tion. They sought always when pos- 
sible to establish the type of educa- 
tional institution, even amid primitive 
conditions, that would best serve the 
religious and cultural as well as the prac- 
tical interestsof the population they came 
to serve. It is impossible in the scope 
of a short article to give even a con- 
spectus of the establishment of Catholic 
schools in the colonial period of our his- 
tory. We must be content to say that 
the missionaries as educators sought to 
promote the temporal as well as the 
spiritual welfare of their charges. Salus 
animarum suprema ler guided them in 
all their educational work. 

A growing conviction of the necessity 
of Catholic elementary schools for all 
Catholic children stirred action sporadi- 
cally in the early decades of our national 
history. Concentrated attention had 


been given in certain favored centers to 
the upper levels of education, but before 
1840 there were very few Catholic ele- 
mentary schools to care for the needs of 
the Catholic people. “Although even 
to-day their number is not sufficient,” 
we read in “A History of Catholic 
Education in the United States” by 
Burns and Kohlbrenner (Benziger Bro- 
thers, New York City), “the general 
situation in 1840 was far less satisfac- 
tory. The great growth of the Church 
had not yet taken place, and the paro- 
chial elementary school had not yet been 
established as the commonly accepted 
institution of Catholic education which 
it has since become.... Many at- 
tempts were made to establish colleges 
and academies.... Most of the acad- 
emies of the time had elementary de- 
partments in connection with the more 
advanced teaching which they offered, 
and the common practice of Catholics 
who could afford to do so was to send 
their children to such private tuition 
schools for their complete education. 
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GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 





The elementary schools which were inde- 
pendent of academy affiliation came, 
therefore, to be regarded as for only the 
poor and the orphans.... Not until 
1867 does the Directory list separate 
statistics for parish schools. In 1875 
there were only 1444 such schools re- 
ported.” 


FOUNDATION OF PAROCHIAL 
SCHOOLS MADE MANDATORY 


The bishops of the period sought to 
give impetus to the establishment of 
parochial elementary schools. Notable 
is the pronouncement of the Second 
Provincial Council of Cincinnati: “It 
is the judgment of the Fathers that all 
pastors of souls are bound, under pain of 
mortal sin, to provide a Catholic school 
in every parish or congregation subject 
to them, where this can be done; and in 
order that each Ordinary may know 
what are the parishes in which this 
obligation exists, they decree that the 
Tridentine Law, Sess. X XII, c. TX, is to 
be practically enforced, by which rec- 
tors of churches are required each year 
to render an exact account to their Or- 
dinaries of all the revenues accruing to 
their churches in any way, which they 
therefore strictly enjoin as to be observed 
by the aforesaid rectors.” The Second 
Plenary Council of Baltimore, held in 
1866 at the close of the Civil War, spoke 
simply in favor of the erection of Catho- 
lic schools wherever this could be done. 
The chief difficulty was the securing of 
teachers to staff the schools already 
established. In their apostolic zeal 
many of the bishops carried the matter 
to the Propaganda, and this official 
Roman Congregation gave definite in- 
‘structions in favor of the establishment 
of Catholic schools in every place, “no 
whit inferior to the public ones.” The 
Propaganda called for the improving of 
existing schools and the founding of new 
ones. but the Sacred Congregation was 


“not unaware that circumstances may 
be sometimes such as to permit parents 
conscientiously to send their children to 
the public schools.” These parents 
must have sufficient cause approved by 
the bishop. Noteworthy is the pro- 
nouncement of the Propaganda: “Par- 
ents who neglect to give this necessary 
Christian training and instruction to 
their children, or who permit them to go 
to schools in which the ruin of their souls 
is inevitable, or, finally, who send them 
to the public school without sufficient 
cause and without taking the necessary 
precautions to render the danger of per- 
version remote, and do so while there is a 
good and well-equipped Catholic school 
in the place, or the parents have the 
means to send them elsewhere to be 
educated—that such parents, if obsti- 
nate, cannot be absolved, is evident from 
the moral teaching of the Church.” 


INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
SACRED PROPAGANDA 


The Instruction of the Propaganda in 
1875 formed the basis of much of the 
school legislation of the Third Plenary 
Council of Baltimore in 1884. At this 
Council about one-fourth of the decrees 
adopted by the assembly dealt with 


education at all levels. One of the 
enactments called for the erection of the 
Catholic University at Washington. 

From the precise legislation of 1884 
the Catholic school system received its 
greatest impetus. Here is the decree 
that moved all Catholics to action: 

“I. Near each church, where it does 
not exist, a parochial school is to be 
erected within two years from the pro- 
mulgation of this Council, and is to be 
maintained in perpetuum, unless the 
bishop, on account of grave difficulties. 
judge that a postponement be allowed. 

“TI. A priest who, by his grave 
negligence, prevents the erection of a 
school within this time, or its mainte- 
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nance, or who after repeated admoni- 
tions of the bishop does not attend to the 
matter, deserves removal from that 
church. 

“TIT. A mission or a parish which so 
neglects to assist a priest in erecting or 
maintaining a school, that by reason of 
this supine negligence the school is ren- 
dered impossible, should be repre- 
hended by the bishop and, by the most 
efficacious and prudent means possible, 
induced to contribute the necessary sup- 
port. 
“TV. All Catholic parents are bound 
to send their children to the parochial 
schools, unless either at home or in other 
Catholic schools they may sufficiently 
and evidently provide for the Christian 
education of their children, or unless it 
be lawful to send them to other schools 
on account of a sufficient cause, approved 
by the bishop, and with opportune cau- 
tions and remedies. As to whatis a 
Catholic school, it is left to the judg- 
ment of the Ordinary to define.” 


DECREES OF THIRD BALTIMORE 
AUTHORITATIVE AND FINAL 


We cannot here enter into the details 
of the various compromise plans whereby 
Catholic schools, usually under eco- 
nomic pressure, became in part public in 
character, but the decrees of the Third 
Plenary Council remained authoritative 
and final. Subsequent pastoral letters 
merely gave expression and application 
to the decrees of 1884. This legislation 
received high approval in the Letter of 
Leo XIII to James Cardinal Gibbons, 
May 31, 1893. After noting that cer- 
tain of the (American) archbishops 
thought “that the propositions (of 
Cardinal Satolli, November 16, 1892) 
partially abrogated the disciplinary law 
concerning schools enacted by the Coun- 
cil of Baltimore,” the Holy Father de- 
clared: “In order that, in a matter of so 
grave importance, there may remain no 
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further room for doubt or for dissension 
of opinions, as we have already declared 
in our letter of May 23 of last year to 
our venerable brethren, the Archbishop 
and the Bishops of the Province of New 
York, so we again, as far as need be, 
declare that the decrees which the Balti- 
more Councils, agreeably to the direc- 
tions of the Holy See, have enacted con- 
cerning parochial schools, and whatever 
else has been prescribed by the Roman 
Pontiffs, whether directly or through the 
Sacred Congregations, concerning the 
same matter, are to be steadfastly ob- 
served.” These words ‘of Pope Leo 
closed the school controversy over the 
various compromise measures that had 
entered the picture from time to time. 
The zeal of the Catholic body reached 
on to new achievements in the founding 
of schools. From 2,532 schools in 1884, 
the system grew to 5,250 in 1913. 
Thirty-five years later, in 1948, the Cath- 
olic school system of the United States 
numbered 7,724 parochial elementary 
schools, to which must be added 524 
private elementary schools under Catho- 
lic auspices—a total of 8,248 schools, 
with a total of 2,274,840 students. 
Diocesan and parochial high schools to 
the number of 1,637 had a student body 
of 320,927; 795 private high schools 
added a total of 185,470 students. When 
we add 220,226 students in 221 colleges 
and universities, and 23,701 seminarians 
in the 338 diocesan and religious semi- 
naries or scholasticates, we have a grand 
total of 3,025,164. Orphanages and in- 
fant asylums to the number of 365 add 
44,216 children to the total given above. 
One hundred twenty-nine protective 
institutions give Catholic instruction, if 
not full-time Catholic education, to 
14,580 students. Special religious in- 
struction classes reported in 1948 num- 
ber 13,671 with a total student body of 
1,078,436 pupils attending. These sta- 
tistics reveal that we have over 4,000,000 
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youth under Catholic instruction. We 
have not yet realized the ideal expressed 
many years ago by Archbishop Hughes, 
“Every Catholic child in a Catholic 
school,” but the record is one of sub- 
stantial progress. Even one hour a week 
of religious instruction is immeasurably 
better than no moral and religious train- 
ing, but the true apostle of Catholic 
education yearns to permeate all instruc- 
tion with moral and religious training, 
that the influence of this training may 
“be felt in every circumstance of life, and 
be strengthened as the mind advances to 
a fuller acquaintance with nature and a 
riper experience with the realities of 
human existence.” 


THE PROBLEM OF PROVIDING 
TRAINED TEACHERS 


From the very nature of the case it is 
evident that the beginnings in Catholic 
education in this country were largely 
individual and unrelated to each other. 
Religious communities as teachers gave 
some cohesion and uniformity of prac- 
tice in the schools under their control, 
but in large part each school was a unit 
unto itself. Every missionary and every 
pastor was eager to carry out the man- 
date of his Master to teach all disciples. 
The building of a system of Catholic 
schools was a task of enormous propor- 
tions. The problem of physical growth, 
of plant expansion, and of teacher supply 
was primary. Bishops and_ pastors 
alike saw the need of a measure of dio- 
cesan control and supervision. The 
machinery to effect the requisite unifica- 
tion was at hand. 

The hierarchy of administration in 
the Catholic school facilitated this 
unifying process. The standard parish 
school has for a faculty a group of Reli- 
gious teachers, trained for the work 
assigned them, living under a Religious 
rule, and subject to a Religious Superior. 
These Religious teachers have tenure of 
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a very superior type, and the constitu- 
tion, spirit, and tradition of a Religious 
community calls for continuous profes- 
sional improvement of the individual 
member in the performance of the task 
assigned him or her. The local convent 
is the faculty house where all the teach- 
ers reside. There they live in an 
educational atmosphere and have the 
stimulation of companionship with con- 
fréres of like professional interests. In 
their community room teacher confer- 
ences are the order of the day; the 
younger teachers learn from the older, 
the less skilled from the better skilled. 
The absence of every mundane distrac- 
tion gives time and space for thought. 
The economic penalties of living rest not 
on the individual teacher but on the 
Superior of the community. 

Though the pastor of the parish is, 
under church law, really the principal, he 
turns over the instructional and super- 
visory work to a Sister or a Brother pro- 
fessionally trained to direct it. The 
pastor is not without responsibility. He 
must raise money to build the school and 
to maintain it after it is once opened. 
The entire financial burden of operation 
rests upon him and his people. He fur- 
nishes heat, light, and equipment; he 
pays the salaries of teachers, salaries ade- 
quate to minimum maintenance deter- 
mined by diocesan statute; and he acts 
as the business manager of the school 
and its consulting dean of discipline. 

“The third unit of administration,” 
writes Dr. Quigley in “Religious Educa- 
tion,” “is the diocese, which is made up 
of a number of parishes and governed 
by a Bishop. In the last analysis the 
Bishop is personally responsible for the 
spiritual welfare and hence for the educa- 
tion of all the people within his jurisdic- 
tion. He appoints pastors over the 
parishes and may, for sufficient reason, 
remove them. He is the final arbiter.” 
The bishop appoints a superintendent to 
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represent him in all school matters. He 
thus establishes full control over the 
program of studies, selection of teachers, 
and general supervision. The superin- 
tendent is the chief school officer charged 
with the educational leadership of the 
entire system. He gives the schools of a 
given diocese a unified curriculum and 
supervises the work of all schools sub- 
ject to his authority. He meets with 
the diocesan school board, appointed by 
the bishop from among the pastors of the 
diocese. The diocesan school board, 
enjoined by the Third Plenary Council of 
Baltimore, had its prototype in the cen- 
tral body inaugurated by Bishop J. P. 
Neumann of Philadelphia in 1852, “‘to 
have some control over the schools of 
his diocese.” Fort Wayne in 1879 
established a school board for the general 
control of its schools, and in 1882 the 
Fourth Provincial Council of Cincinnati 
adopted the Fort Wayne plan. These 
boards prescribed studies, selected text- 
‘books, determined the qualifications of 
teachers, and took any action indicated 
for the good of the schools. In 1884 
the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore 
‘adopted the Cincinnati plan, which 
called for a committee having authority 
over everything pertaining to Catholic 
schools. The Baltimore Council re- 
quired bishops to name one or more 
priests conversant with school affairs as 
a Diocesan Board of Examination, and 
called for several boards of one or more 
priests each to examine the schools in 
cities or rural districts once or even twice 
a year, and report accurately to the 
President of the diocesan board. Prog- 
ress in establishing diocesan boards was 
slow, and only eight were formed in the 
fifteen years following the Council. The 
past fifty years have brought the ap- 
pointment of diocesan school boards in 
practically every diocese of the United 
States. In many of these dioceses a 
superintendent was appointed simul- 
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taneously with the forming of the school 
board. The superintendent is the 
board’s executive officer and many of 


its functions fall to him. 


THE DIOCESAN SUPERINTENDENT 
GIVES TONE TO SCHOOL SYSTEM 


Even the Ordinary of the diocese 
looks to his superintendent for educa- 
tional leadership and the maintenance 
of excellent public relations. The super- 
intendent gives tone and spirit to the 
school system. Acting as chairman of 
the community supervisors appointed 
by their respective Religious Superiors, 
the superintendent as head teacher 
supervises instruction throughout the 
diocesan system. His is a key position 
requiring leadership, tact, and profes- 
sional skill. The growing functions of 
the superintendent’s office constitute 
one of the finest developments in Catho- 
lic education during the past fifty years. 
To-day the bishops have quite com- 
monly adopted the policy of sending 
candidates for the office away for gradu- 
ate study in education, usually at the 
Catholic University of America. As a 
result, the body of Catholic superinten- 
dents has grown in numbers and in pro- 
fessional ability. ““Through the efforts 
of the School Boards and superinten- 
dents,” sums up Dr. Quigley (op. cit.), 
“standards of teacher training were 
raised and a larger measure of control 
exercised in the appointment of teach- 
ers. In most instances teachers were 
required to work towards and obtain 
state certification plus certification by 
the diocese in religious education. 
Again in practically every diocese reli- 
gious communities furnishing the teach- 
ing staff were obliged to appoint trained 
supervisors to work directly under the 
diocesan superintendent, to act as 
liaison officers between the superintend- 
ent and the superior of the religious 
community, and also to visit and super- 
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vise the schools. Generally the super- 
visors now meet at regular intervals 
with the superintendent and report to 
him conditions existing in all parish 
schools in the diocese. Through all this 
organization each diocese is gradually 
developing a true and codrdinated sys- 
tem of administration.” 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 
N. C. E. A. 


The history of another important 
agency, contributing as no other factor 
to a corporate sense among Catholic 
educators, spans the last fifty years. 
The National Catholic Educational As- 
sociation grew out of the Association of 
Catholic Colleges, organized in Chicago 
in 1899. In 1904 the College Associa- 
tion was extended to include the paro- 
chial schools and became the National 
Catholic Educational Association. To- 
day this body is most influential and is 
composed of five departments—Semi- 
nary, College, Secondary, Elementary, 
and Superintendents. During these 
years also the Sisters’ College and the 
Graduate School of Education were 
founded at the Catholic University in 
Washington, D. C., and the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference in Washing- 
ton established a Department of Educa- 
tion. 

In the constitution of the National 
Catholic Educational Association of the 
United States, under Article II which 
defines the object of the Association, we 
read: 

“Section 1. The object of this Asso- 
ciation shall be to keep in the minds of 
the people the necessity of religious in- 
struction and training as a basis of mo- 
rality and sound education; and to pro- 
mote the principles and safeguard the 
interests of Catholic education in all its 
departments. 

“Section 2. To advance the general 


interests of Catholic education, to en- 
courage the spirit of codperation and 
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mutual helpfulness among Catholic edu- 
cators, to promote by study, confer- 
ence, and discussion the thoroughness 
of Catholic educational work in the 
United States. 

“Section 3. To help the cause of 
Catholic education by the publication 
and circulation of such matter as shall 
further these ends.” 


In the forty-five years of its history 
the National Catholic Educational As- 
sociation has lived up to its original 
promise. The Bulletins of its forty-six 
annual meetings carry the full text of 
the proceedings and addresses. These 
forty-six volumes constitute an invalu- 
able record of Catholic educational 
thought and consequent development 
during this entire period. The Associa- 
tion grows in vigor and membership 
year by year, gives Catholic educators 
opportunity to meet annually in discus- 
sion of the burning issues in the field, 
and keeps the Catholic educational world 
aware of the best approach to the solu- 
tion of their current problems. The 
Association appoints committees to give 
study to current problems as indicated. 
These committees file interim reports 
annually, and commonly present their 
final reports in printed form. Other 
current publications of the Association 
are the College Newsletter (four issues 
annually) and the Catholic High School 
Quarterly Bulletin. We have referred 
above to the Association Bulletin that 
records the annual convention; this 
publication is a quarterly, but the three 
remaining numbers are usually confined 
to the discussion of a few pressing topics. 


THE N.C.W.C. COOPERATES WITH 
THE N.C.E.A. 


The N.C.E.A. works in close codpera- 
tion with the Department of Education 
of the National-Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference. The N.C.W.C., organized in 
September, 1919, is a common agency 
acting under the authority of the bishops 
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to promote the welfare of the Catholics 
of the country. It has for its incorpo- 
rated purposes “unifying, codrdinating 
and organizing the Catholic people of 
the United States in works of education, 
social welfare, immigrant aid and other 
activities.” The Welfare Conference 
does not aim to create new organiza- 
tions, but rather to help and to unify 
those already existing in a given field. 
Seeking to defend and advance the wel- 
fare of Church and Country, its objects 
are to inform the life of America of right 
fundamental principles of religion and 
morality and to act as.a clearing house of 
information regarding activities of Cath- 
olic men and women. The specific 
work of the Department of Education is 
indicated in the titles of its various divi- 
sions or sections: Stlalistics and Informa- 
tion, Teacher Placement, Research Catho- 
lic Education, Library Service, and Inter- 
American Collaboration. Many other 
Departments work in close codperation 
with the Department of Education: the 
Legal Department gives legal aid and 
information; the Press Department 
serves purposes of publicity and public 
relations generally; the Social Action 
Department covers the fields of indus- 
trial relations, international affairs, civic 
education, social welfare, family life, and 
rural life; and the National Center Con- 
fraternity of Christian Doctrine, a 
bureau of the Executive Department, 
organizes and directs a large phase of 
Catholic educational endeavor. The 
National Catholic Youth Council has 
many functions that overlap those of 
the Department of Education. 

We have but scratched the surface in 


, 


this record of the growth and develop- 
ment of the Catholic school system in 
the United States. The limitations of 
space preclude further details. He who 
would perfect a Catholic school or a 
Catholic system of schools may not rest 
content with better organization, better 
methods, better curricular materials, 
better textbooks—though all these mark 
forward advance. He cannot rely ex- 
clusively on better courses in all the re- 
quired subject-matter, courses grounded 
in the Catholic philosophy of life and 
vindicating the place of religion as the 
very core of the curriculum. The 
teacher is the most important factor in 
all education. In the words of Pope 
Pius XII: “Perfect schools are the result 
not so much of good methods as of good 
teachers, teachers who are thoroughly 
prepared and well-grounded in the mat- 
ter they have to teach; who possess the 
intellectual and moral qualifications re- 
quired by their important office; who 
cherish a pure and holy love for the 
youths confided to them, because they 
love Jesus Christ and His Church, of 
which these are the children of predilec- 
tion; and who have therefore sincerely 
at heart the true good of family and 
country.” 

Here is a perfect picture of the Ameri- 
can Brother, the American nun, the 
American lay teacher. Men and women 
of character and learning, trained to the 
minute, utterly devoted to the work of 
teaching in the school of Christ—they 
have contributed and are now contribut- 
ing as naught else does or can to the 
growth and development of the Catholic 
school. 
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Questions ANswERED 


By JOSEPH P. DONOVAN, C.M., J.C.D. 





Little Office Going on Vaca- 


tion and Returning 


Question: A friend of mine and I 
desire to drive to California in August, 
and he contends that we can use the 
privilege of the Little Office going and 
coming. I contend that we can’t, be- 
cause it is not a part of our official 
duties. Then we want to make a trip 
to the Seminary later on for a reunion, 
a trip of three hundred miles each way. 
He contends that we can use the pri- 
vilege here also. Who is right? 

Mip-WESTERNER. 


Answer: lam aware that the privilege 
of the Little Office in some grants ex- 
empts pleasure trips (evenof one hundred 
miles). But is going on an earned vaca- 
tion and returning therefrom a pleasure 
trip in the strict sense of the term? 
Here we are dealing with a general 
grant, and exceptions are to be strictly 
construed. It would seem that the 
clause inserted was to prevent auto- 
minded priests driving out into the 
country for a full trip of one hundred 
miles as a means of killing two birds of 
duty with the one stone: first, to get a 
few hours of earned recreation and to 
have a changed and shortened Office at 
the same time. This could be a weekly 
affair, or something that could happen 
almost every day. But the priest going 
op his vacation is an annual event; 
and a vacation is something: that is 
looked upon as a part of the annual life 
of the priest. Otherwise, why would the 
Code provide that bishops could have a 
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vacation up to three months a year (con- 
secutively or in the aggregate), a pastor 
two months a year, a cathedral canon 
or collegiate canon the same, and even 
an assistant an equitable vacation? 
Industry now is beginning to give its 
employees a paid vacation, and the 
civil services of the nations have long 
been doing this to some extent at least. 
In the later wars soldiers were sent back 
home for a vacation in many cases as a 
means of keeping up their morale. And 
the Church long ago learned, all work 
and no play can make even padre a dull 
priest. And going to the Seminary 
reunion is the practice of filial devotion 
—and from time to time at least this is 
within the duties of a priest in the broad 
sense of the term. 


Is This Minister a Priest? 


Question: There is a young English- 
man in this mission field, employed by 
the High Church Anglicans. He claims 
to have valid orders to the priesthood 
through the “Old Catholic’ succession. 
He never was ordained in the Anglican 
Church. The Episcopal Bishop  ac- 
cepted him to labor among his scattered 
Church of England flock. He has 
very strong leanings towards our holy 
Catholic Church and uses the Missale 
Romanum at times. He also recites 
the Roman Breviary daily. He says 
the Roman Catholic authorities in Eng- 
land recognize his orders as valid. I, 
as much as | know, doubt this; and | 
would be greatly obliged if you could 
direct me so I could find out more par- 
ticulars about the status at present of 
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the “Old Catholics” in Britain and the 
United States. Some years ago they 
federated with the Church of England. 

Vicar APOSTOLIC. 


Answer: The case that you mention 
of the Anglican minister, and perhaps 
Anglican priest, is interesting. But I 
fail to see how he can allege that the 
Roman Catholic authorities in England 
recognize his Orders as valid; for that 
question would not come up until he 
submitted to the Church. And I sur- 
mise that, if he were to submit to the 
Church, his Orders would be first exam- 
ined as to the ordaining bishop and as 
to the unbroken succession back to a 
bishop who was known as having been 
validly consecrated. If any reasonable 
doubt remains, he would surely be sub- 
mitted to conditional ordination before 
he would be allowed to minister in the 
Church of God. The Old Catholic 
Bishops were supposed to have been 
validly consecrated themselves; but 
this wouldn’t mean necessarily that their 
successors transmitted valid ordination, 
because the successors might have 
turned Protestant and might have lacked 
intention, as did the Edwardine Bishops 
and also the Elizabethan Bishops. 
Within the last year or so THe Homt- 
LETIC had a couple of articles written by 
a Polish priest on the doubtfulness of the 
priestly ordinations of the Polish schis- 
matics in Chicago because the founder 
of the sect confirmed and ordained 
before he was consecrated a bishop, and 
he became consecrated a bishop only 
because he wished to hold the people 
that he had led into error. If I remem- 
ber rightly, the writer of the article 
doubts the validity of that bishop’s 
consecration for the reason that he did 
not have a certainly valid intention 
of being ordained, the probability being 
that he went through a fictitious ordina- 
tion (rather consecration) for extrinsic 
reasons. I am sure that, if an actual 
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case arose in either the United States or 
in Great Britain about the ordination 
received at the hands of “Old Catholic 
Bishops,” the case would be referred 
to Rome for instructions. I don’t see 
what any amount of research work would 
do in this case, since this particular min- 
ister or priest has a duty before God to 
enter the Church once he is convinced of 
the Church’s claim whether he is validly 
ordained or not ordained at all; for 
the said ordination, existing or non- 
existing, does not touch the issue at all, 
that issue being: “‘ Is the Catholic Church 
what you say she is?”’ Once he admits 
this, he has a duty to submit forthwith; 
and the question of his being of priestly 
orders is an item to be taken up later, 
as would the case of a real or a probable 
schismatic bishop. 


Wedding Party on Time... 
But? 


Question: A wedding party who had 
arranged for a wedding on a certain day 
arrived on time.- The pastor asked for 
the marriage license and found that they 
had gone to a Justice of the Peace the 
evening before and went through what 
they thought was only a civil ceremony 
to which was attached a diocesan cen- 
sure. A couple of priests talked it 
over; one said .that the pastor could 
absolve and go ahead with the wedding; 
another suggested postponement for a 
couple of days to consult the Chancery 
Office. What was the right thing to do 
in such circumstances? 

X. Y. Z. SouTHERN. 


Answer: There was no censure in- 
curred here; and even if there had been, 
the priest would have had by force of law 
faculties to absolve from the same cen- 
sure; for the inconvenience was morally 
of the gravest kind. And recourse to 
the Chancery Office by telephone is 
considered an extraordinary means of 
obtaining the faculty. But, as_ ex- 
plained, there was no incurring of the 
censure, although there would be an 
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obligation on the part of the priest in 
charge to explain to the couple that 
there is no civil obligation in this coun- 
try to appear before a civil functionary 
in order to be able to have a valid civil 
marriage—a thing that the persons 
might have been conversant with in 
their country of birth if they were immi- 
grants. No censure is ever incurred 


without actual or equivalent knowledge, 
such as willed ignorance. 


Crucifixes and Crucifixes 
Question: 1 have read with much 
interest your answer entitled ‘Were 
Our Own Liturgists Afoul)?” (Homietic, 
June issue, p. 750). It brought to my 
mind many other things, eg., I have 
seen a few crucifixes with the “‘corpus” 
dressed in a religious garb and not like 
Christ in agony and crowned with thorns 
like we see in our churches and homes. 
Does the Church approve of such cru- 
cifixes? LonE RANGER. 
Answer: I would judge that the con- 
text of the Encyclical, ““Mediator Dei,” 
has reference to crucifixes used in litur- 
gical services, especially the crucifix 
before the priest at Mass. And I would 
judge that it is in keeping with the mind 
of the Church to have all crucifixes 
(whether in the church by way of pieces 
of art or in private homes) crucifixes 
representing the natural and not the 
sacramental priesthood of Christ; for 
from the natural death of Christ on 
Calvary springs our Redemption and 
begins our entire sacramental life. The 
Saviour represented on the cross in 
priestly vestments has a great idea be- 
hind it, but it is an idea that can lead to 
confusion. And what the Church seems 
intent on teaching is the bloody or 
natural sacrifice of Christ on Calvary as 
that which makes possible the sacra- 
mental sacrifice of Calvary on the altar. 


What about Baptism of Child 
of Seven Without Supernatural 
Sorrow or Love? 

Question: In the August number of 
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Tue Homeric there is an instance of a 
child with the use of reason at seven who 
was baptized without an apparent knowl- 
edge of the credenda—that is, without 
even an informal knowledge of the mys- 
tery of the Holy Trinity and the Incarna- 
tion as divinely revealed, and without an 
elicited act of at least imperfect sorrow 
or imperfect love. 

Now, did that child receive the grace 
of the Sacrament of Baptism, or only 
the character of the Sacrament of Bap- 
tism, since the same child was an equiva- 
lent adult and baptism is a Sacrament 
of the dead? This thought never oc- 
curred to me before. 

A GROWING THINKER. 


Answer: The questioner does not live 
in splendid isolation; for, supposing the 
question raised, those having the same 
doubt would be legion in number. The 
solution would appear to be that Bap- 
tism is a Sacrament of the dead in refer- 
ence to actual sin of a serious nature 
really contracted as such, but not a 
Sacrament of the dead as far as original 
sin is concerned if reference is to the 
sacramental effects of valid baptism of 
water, or even of blood. If Baptism by 
its nature validly administered cannot 
remit original sin by putting the subject 
who lacks all grievous actual sin into the 
state of sanctifying grace, then it is 
hard to see how Baptism could remit 
original sin in the infant. True, the 
adult without mortal sin must be willing 
to receive Baptism, but there seems no 
reason to say that he must dispose him- 


‘self by at least imperfect supernatural 


sorrow or of love, supposing for a cer- 
tainty as to valid administration the 
knowledge of the Holy Trinity and the 
Incarnation. In practice, of course, the 
girl spoken of in the August answer 
should have been taught the chief 
mysteries of her religion, and should 
have beenmadeexplicit actsof faith, hope 
and charity, since in any case there 
would be venial sin on the part of the 
child and a possibility of mortal sin. 
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And venial sin would not be remitted by 
Baptism without an act of previous 
sorrow of a supernatural kind, either 
formal or informal. 


Clerical Garb in Woods and 
by Babbling Brooks 


Question: In about a week I expect to 
go on my vacation. I have been ac- 
customed to spend it in the mountains 
about ninety miles away from the parish 
to which I am assigned. While there, 
I have always said Mass every day, but 
then have discarded the clerical garb for 
the rest of the day for the sake of better 
relaxation. However, a few weeks ago 
I was a little disquieted at reading this 
statement of Fr. Davis, the moral 
theologian: “It is considered a grave 
sin to dispense with the clerical dress 
for six days.” In the vacation region 
to which I go, I have met only one or 
two people who knew me as a priest. 
My time there, except for Mass and 
Office, I have spent at hiking, an occa- 
sional swim, a little manual work, and 
resting in order to build up_ bodily 
health. I take my mother with me on 
these vacations. Am I to renounce 
such a vacation in the future, or would it 
be allowed to take off the clerical garb 
during such a vacation in a semi-wilder- 
ness? 

LISTENER TO THE CALL OF ALL 
OuTpDoors. 


Answer: The whole matter of clerical 
garb is interpreted by circumstances of 
time and place; hence, nothing pre- 
vents a cleric wearing on the golf course 


a golf suit, and I would say also nothing. 


prevents a cleric who goes out to fish in 
the woods from being dressed in what 
might be called a fishing garb. Only 
last week I noticed the ranking chaplain 
at a large Motherhouse of Sisters put- 
ting on an old suit that looked more 
agricultural than clerical to drive a few 
miles to commune with Isaac Walton 
at a nearby State fish reserve. And I 
have seen worthy clerics driving through 
the country in slacks and sport shirts, 
clerics even of the second order. So, the 
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important thing in these matters is the 
absence of intention to disguise one’s 
clerical character. In our diocese there 
is a suspension incurred ipso facto for 
wearing lay attire to disguise the clerical 
character. 

The common law makes an admoni- 
tion necessary before there can be any 
penalty levelled for laying aside clerical 
dress. Local legislation might make the 
greater part of a week grave matter in 
this particular. In the case that you 
mention, though, there seems no real 
laying aside of clerical attire, but merely 
the adapting of clothes to fit the situa- 
tion that a person finds himself in, as 
vacationing in the woods with hunting 
and fishing and other such pastimes 


occupying the greater part of the day 


after the morning Mass. I would say 
that the matter inquired about is apart 
from the question of clerical dress proper 
altogether, to the same extent that 
wearing a golf suit is while playing golf 
or while going to and from the golf club 
in an auto or similar conveyance. 


Breviary in English A-Coming 


Question: In your “Questions An- 
swered”’ section of the July Homeric 
AND PastoraL Review, you failed to 
mention that Benziger Brothers are in 
the process of publishing an English 
Breviary. The first volume is to be out 
this Fall. Not working on a com- 
mission basis; so please don’t direct 
anyone to send his order to me. I am 
unable to even get a discount for my- 
self. 


VoIcE FROM MURPHYSBORO. 


Answer: When the original inquiry 
was sent in, the questioner wanted to 
know if such a Breviary was then avail- 
able. And the answer made was in the 
negative. But it is good news that 
Benziger Brothers will have out their 
edition possibly before this answer is 
published. P 





























New Wagner Books 
MUST IT BE COMMUNISM? 


By Aucustine Osentacu, O.S.B., M.A., Ph.D. 


True it is that numerous books dealing with social and economic 
problems have been written in recent years. But these endeavors for 
the most part deal with the ephemeral events, such as strikes, housing 
projects, wages, labor unions, the closed shop, social security, etc. 
Very few, however, have attempted a philosophical analysis of the 
social problem. In our crucial struggle against communism these 
endeavors are not enough. To procure adequate and lasting remedies 
for the social evils of today it is imperative to go to the roots of the 
problem, to the intrinsic and basic causes of social disorders. That 
is the purpose and aim of this book. 


Price, $4.00 


ASSIGNMENT TO ROME 


A Pressman’s Pilgrimage 
By Rev. Anruony Partison, O.F.M.Cap. 


Even before the Jubilee of 1950 dawns—and certainly while it is being 
celebrated—much will be written about it. But ASSIGNMENT 
TO ROME will, we predict, be unique among Jubilee literature! 
It is personal in its presentation—yet the narrator might well be a 
fictional character. It reveals how a non-Catholic newsman canie to 
understand and accept the true meaning of salvation and redemption 
during the assignment given him. A book of interest to all Catholics 
and of particular appeal to priests, Sisters and laity who will make 
the pilgrimage to Rome in 1950. 


Price, $1.00 


(Quantity prices upon application) 


EPISTEMOLOGY | 


By FERNAND VAN STEENBERGHEN, Ph.D., 8.T.D. 
Translated by MARTIN J. FLYNN, Ph.D. (Louvain), 8.T.D. 
Professor of Philosophy at Immaculate Conception Seminary, Huntington, L.I., N.Y. 


(Translated from the second revised and corrected edition) 


very penetrating appreciation 


The value of these pages is due to the author’s very penetrating apprecia- 
tion of the exact problems raised by each phase of philosophical knowledge. 
The author avoids the mixture of epistemology, logic and metaphysics 
which mars so many works. He is remarkably successful in bringing into 
focus the problems raised by Monsignor Noél, Professor Gilson, and by 
the reviews of the late lamented Father Maréchal—Dom. H. M., in 
IRENIKON. 
Price, $4.00 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, Inc., Publishers, 53 Park Place, New York 7 
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price. This Ciborium is 9” high, 
sterling silver heavily gold plated, 
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Prices subject to change without notice. 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED 
ECCLESIASTICAL BROCHURE 
GIVING PRICES 


+ Corham 


PROVIDENCE 7, RHODE ISLAND 


eR ea a ee 


; AMERICA’S LEADING SILVERSMITHS SINCE 1831 


i i i 


* 
86 











Catholic Girl Bridesmaid at 
Lutheran Church Wedding 


Question: Father A told a gathering 
of priests that his sermon on the pre- 
ceding Sunday was a castigation of a 
Catholic girl who had acted as a brides- 
maid at a Protestant marriage in the 
local Lutheran church. 

Father B maintained that, whereas 
such a practice was to be discouraged, in 
this country there was nothing censur- 
able about it, as it is not looked on as a 
participation in the religious ceremony 
but as an act of friendship. He quoted 
| Woywod as his authority. 
| Father C disagreed vehemently with 
_ Father B, insisting this was participatio 
| tm divinis, though he would permit a 
_ Catholic to act as a witness before a 
judge. A distinction he insisted must 
be made between the two ceremonies. 
This group of priests would appreciate 
an opinion from THe HomiLetTic AND 
PasToraL REVIEW. 

Unus Ex ARGUENTIBUS. 





Answer: Even in the first decade of 
this century, the common opinion in the 
English-speaking world was that the 
attendance of Catholics at Protestant 
church weddings and funerals was an 
act of civil courtesy or friendship, and 
mere passive assistance was permitted. 
Disedification and even scandal could 
be given by such acts in some neighbor- 
hoods; when such is the case, there 
should be strong reasons for assisting at 
a wedding. The case of a bridesmaid 
or best man is somewhat different, be- 
cause it is hard to see how this can re- 
main passive assistance when there is a 
religious ceremony. Some maintain 
that the action is solely that of a wit- 
ness, but this seems hardly tenable. I 
have known non-Catholics who have 
assisted in such a capacity at a Nuptial 
Mass—with the proper permission, of 
course. Castigations, where merited, 
are seldom prudent when delivered from 





the pulpit. 




















QUESTIONS ANSWERED 





Constructive Suggestion from 


England 


Question: I read your article for 
June, “Home Graduate Work for 
Priests,” with great interest especially 
as it touched upon a subject that I have 
often thought about since I was or- 
dained, the problem of continued study 
in the midst of a busy life, the study in 
particular of theology (ascetical and 
mystical theology). 

I know from my own experience the 
ill-effect that follows from the neglect 
of theological study, and, on the other 
hand, the tonic effect, mentally and 
spiritually, of doing even a little of St. 
Thomas. Yet, I think for most of us 
there is not a sufficient incentive to fur- 
ther study. I know the usual answers, 
but I still say we need some additional 
object to work for. . The Junior Clergy 
Exams do not fill the bill, as there is 
nothing very exciting in simply working 
for anexam. But I am convinced that, 
if we were able to work for a degree, we 
would continue to study. 

In England we have external degrees 
given by London University. For 
these, there are no lectures. One does 
the study privately and sits for the ex- 
amination. Could not a Catholic Uni- 
versity do the same for priests? Could 
we not sit for the Bachelorship of 
Theology, and then later take the Licen- 
tiate by stages over a period of years? 
Each year passing one part of the exam— 
taking one subject, for example, or so 
many of the 100 theses? If the course 
were planned out over a number of 
years, we would continue to study with a 
zest; for there would be an object worth 
while. And by continually having a 
part of the exam yearly, the interest 
would be kept up, and the scheme would 
fit in with our life. As for examina- 
tions, surely centers could be opened in 
various places without much difficulty. 

This is a sketchy outline of a plan 
that I have thought over for years. Per- 


haps you have heard of it before. If 


you have, then please forgive me for 
troubling you with it. If not, would 
you, think it over and maybe write 
about it? I am sure that, in practice, 
it would do a great deal to promote 
study among us priests, and that alone 





Making and selling Correct 
Clothes for the Clergy is one of 
the most important and highly 
specialized branches of tailoring. 
It is one in which Rogers Peet has 
become a recognized leader. 

Years of experience, intensive 
study of Clerical requirements, 
and a large and distinguished 
clientele combine to make our 
service extraordinarily under- 
standing and intelligent. 

Everything needed by the 
Clergy ... Clothes and all Acces- 
sories ... of absolute correctness, 
in excellent taste, and sensibly 
priced. 


Our traditional 10% Clerical 
Discount applies on all pur- 
chases by the Clergy of cloth- 
ing, furnishings, hats and shoes. 
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Makers of; (fine other 
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THIRTEENTH ST. at BoWAY 
WARREN STREET at B’WAY 


And in Boston: 


TREMONT ST. at BROMFIELD ST. 











87 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





would be worth the trouble involved; 
for it would deepen our theological 
knowledge, it could be used to give us 
a greater insight into ascetical and 
mystical theology, and so make us better 
instruments for God’s work. 
CATHEDRAL PRrIEstT. 


Answer: The foregoing suggestion 
was a delight to receive. It opens a 
field of real discussion, that field being: 
“What are we to do to interest young 
priests in continuing the outline of 
ecclesiastical studies that they went 
through in the seminary, and extending 
that same outline, especially in the field 
of spiritual theology?” Most under- 
graduates of every kind get out of their 
studies more of a notional knowledge 
than a real knowledge. Yet, the latter 
kind of knowledge they develop if they 
begin after ordination to go over their 
sacred studies in the atmosphere of the 
actual ministry with the objective of 
mastering as much of them in an elastic 








curriculum as they have ability to do. 
Here in this country the regular seminary 
course would be taken as the equivalent 
of the baccalaureate degree in theology; 
and by self study quite a few could 
qualify for their licentiate after a period 
of years, and later on some few for the 
doctorate. While this advanced study 
would not in itself contribute to ad- 
vanced virtue, yet in many a case it 
would help remove difficulties in the 
pursuit of graduate sanctity. Well does 
Garrigou-LaGrange point out that an 
illiterate person with infused contempla- 
tion gets a delight out of meditating, 
rather by occupying himself or herself 
with the great mysteries of faith, that a 
skilled theologian would lack unless he 
had advanced at least into the illumina- 
tive stage of spirituality. Many compe- 
tent critics think that St. Thomas him- 
self owes as much of his perennial the- 
ology to heroic virtue as he does to 
pious theological genius. 
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CHURCH FURNITURE 


é . 
that serves for generations 


ELECT carved wood figures 

and furniture by Ameri- 
can Seating Company, and 
yours will be the church 
beautiful not only today, but 
for congregations yet un- 
born. For fine wood furnish- 
ings take on added dignity 
and distinction with the 
passing years. Available are 
carved wood figures, chancel 
furniture and folding chairs. 
Write for details today. 


SCHOOL FURNITURE 
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priced. American Universal 
Desks; Envoy Chairs, Desks, 
and Tablet-Arm Chairs; 
Universal Tables; Steel Fold- 
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Auditorium Chairs. 


cAmevican Seating Company 
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Boox Reviews 





Two New Works on St. Thomas 


In his Preface to “A Lexicon of St. 
Thomas Aquinas,”' Rev. Ignatius 
Smith, O.P., speaks of the appearance of 
the Lexicon of the Summa Theologiz of 
St. Thomas Aquinas as an epoch-making 
event in the world of American scholar- 
ship. Directed primarily at creating a 
deeper interest in and a clearer under- 
standing of medieval Latin, this work 
will be a blessing to philosophical and 
theological studies. Inasmuch as St. 
Thomas’ Latinity varies in his different 
writings, what could be of greater help 
in reading the master than a close study 
of his vocabulary and its usage? With a 
grasp of St. Thomas’ terminology must 
necessarily follow a clearer understand- 
ing of his ideas. 

In view of the fact that the Code of 
Canon Law demands study by semi- 
narians and priests of St. Thomas’ 
philosophy and theology in their Latin 
texts, a Lexicon has much the same 
significance as a dictionary has for one 
pursuing a new language. This par- 
ticular fascicle covers from A to C in- 
clusive. The authors explain that the 
method followed will be the traditional 
procedure for all special lexicons of a 
work or of works of any individual 
author. Each word is followed by dif- 
ferent English meanings with which it is 
used, followed in turn by some illustra- 


1A Lexicon of St. Thomas Aquinas. Based on 
the Summa Theologica and selected passages of 
his other works (Fascicle I, a-c). By Roy J. De- 
ferrari, Ph.D., Sister M. Inviolata Barry, Ph.D., 
and Ignatius McGuiness, O.P. (John D. Lucas 
Press, Baltimore, Md.). 
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tions of its use in each meaning taken 
from the works of St. Thomas. The 
authors rightly assume that the only 
satisfactory way to study the philosophy 
and theology of St. Thomas is through 
the medium of his own language, and not 
exclusively or even predominantly 
through the language of translators and 
interpreters. They envision a_sys- 
tematic continuation of this work. The 
text used is the Leonine edition published 
at Rome for the Summa and the edition 
of Vives for his other works. 

St. Thomas taught that man has a 
natural desire for the vision of God. 
This doctrine has been a puzzle to 
theologians down through the years. 
They find him apparently asserting the 
existence of a purely natural desire for 
what we know is supernatural, the bea- 
tific vision. The author of ““The Eternal 
Quest’’? aims to locate this problem en- 
tirely in St. Thomas himself. He feels 
that it is time to investigate whether his 
interpreters are responsible for this 
apparent misunderstanding. Obviously, 
a tendency exists on the part of an in- 
terpreter to read into an author his own 
viewpoint and conception. Perhaps St. 
Thomas has been a victim of this tend- 
ency. This is the author’s purpose— 
to show that the thoughts, ideas and 
language of a later age could not be 
exactly the same as those of St. Thomas. 
Commentators have a right to think the 
thoughts and speal: the language of 


The Teaching of St. 
Thomas Aquinas on the Natural Desire for God. 
By William R. O’Connor (Longmans, Green 
and Co., New York City). 











THE MYSTICAL EVOLUTION 


In the Development and Vitality of the Church, Vol. I 
by 
Very Rev. JOHN G. ARINTERO, O.P., S.T.M. 


Translated by Jordan Aumann, O.P. 
$4.50 


Father Arintero, when writing on the subject of the road to holiness, had the 
advantage of extensive personal experience as a spiritual director of souls seeking 
perfection, Thus he was able to verify the principles of progress by observing 
actual instances. 

Yet this personal element of his knowledge was something in addition to 
what he learned from a vast amount of study during a whole lifetime. Convinced 
that the process of growing in holiness cannot be profitably presented in the 
manner of a series of theological theses, he takes a different form of exposition. 

In the lofty realms of approach to perfection a soul’s experiences are ineffable. 
The mystical saints have themselves repeatedly declared that no words are 
adequate to express what they have seen and felt and known. The best we can 
achieve is to view different aspects of those sublime states. Such is Father 
Arintero’s method. 

(Completing volume in preparation.) 


THE BOND OF BEING 


An Essay on Analogy and Existence 


by JAMES F. ANDERSON 
$4.00 


The idea of analogy in fundamental philosophical notions is so pervasive that 
misunderstanding of it and failure to apply it correctly have led to widely diver- 
gent and erroneous systems. 

The Bond of Being explains with considerable fullness the various uses of the 
term “analogy.” After discussing various fatal consequences that false views of 
analogy have engendered in metaphysics, it sets forth the sound principle of 
analogy in basic philosophical thought. This is not a popular, superficial essay. 
Rather it is profound and comprehensive. In the end, metaphysical problems 
cannot be sidestepped, nor can they be explained away rationally, by those 
engaged in the study or teaching of philosophy. Among these persons many, 
upon reading this volume, will for the first time realize the previously ignored 
importance of analogy. 


At your bookstore or from the 


Bb. Herder Bock Company 


15 & 17 So. Broadway St. Louis 2, Mo. 
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NOT FOR YOU? 


MIND THE BABY 
by Mary Perkins 


The clergy do little baby-sitting, we under- 
stand, so this may well seem an odd book to 
find advertised in this magazine, even when 
it has been explained that it is really con- 
cerned with how a young mother can use her 
baby as material for meditation—her mind 
flying up, easily enough, from her baby to 
the God who made him. But we believe 
priests will find the book a mine of ideas for 
sermons, and he will be a tough priest indeed 
who does not enjoy reading it. Ready. $2. 


REPROACHFULLY YOURS 


by Lucile Hasley 


Probably you have come across Mrs. Has- 
ley’s articles in one or other of the leading 
Catholic magazines: if so you will know 
that amusing as they are, all are written be- 
cause she has something to say, and some- 
thing worth saying: often something par- 
ticularly worth saying to the clergy. er 
— struggles with High Mass, the utter 
confusion of her first Holy Week, and the 
difficulty she found in getting to know any 
Catholics, for instance, may very well give 
sidelights on the problems of new converts 
about which only you can do anything. 
Ready. $2.75. 


SAINTS ARE NOT SAD 
An Anthology of 40 Saints 
Assembled by F. J. Sheed 


This is what we have been asked for a 
thousand times: “A big book, with a lol 
of saints in it.”” The authors include Father 
Vincent McNabb, Henri Ghéon, Archbishop 
Goddier and Alice Curtayne. October 15th. 
$3.75. 


Order books from your bookstore 


or from 


SHEED & WARD 


NEW YORK 3 
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their day, but as interpreters they must 
be careful not to impose them on a past 
age. 

Thus, the author hopes that, once this 
barrier is removed, the true meaning of 
St. Thomas’s teaching on a natural de- 
sire for the vision of God will be un- 
folded. A reading of this book will bear 
out the author’s thesis, and he argues 
lucidly and cogently. 

JosePH R. BERKMYRE. 
Works 


Recent on Various 


Topics 
Father Winfrid Herbst, S.D.S., needs 


no introduction to the Catholic reading 
public. He has been extremely active in 
the work of the apostolate of the press. 
Fr. Herbst has had wide contact with 
Catholic people on spiritual matters, and 
from the thousands of questions which 
he has answered, he has selected for his 
new book! those with a general appeal. 
“Giving the Answer” is the third volume 
in a series on this subject; the former 
two being “Questions of Catholics An- 
swered” and “Answers, a Book of 
Catholic Information.” 

This latest volume contains informa- 
tion on over a dozen selected subjects. 
The General Index in the back of the 
book gives a thorough division or break- 
down of these subjects so that the par- 
ticular answer you may be looking for 
can be easily found. 

It is a concise exposition on matters of 
faith and morals. Enigmas, under Fr. 
Herbst’s penetration, dissolve into light. 
This book should be in every Catholic 
home. Fr. Joseph Spaeth, S.J., of St. 
Mary’s College, Kansas, suggests that it 
also “be found in the hands of every 
priest.”’ It will give him an insight into 
the difficulties, doubts and desire for in- 
formation of his people. 


1 Giving the Answer (Society of the Divine 
Savior, St. Nazianz, Wisc.). 























BOOK REVIEWS 





Fr. Delabays of Lugano, Switzerland, 
is a laureate of the French Academy, 
and has devoted much time to the study 
of the apparitions at Fatima. In a pro- 
logue to his new book on Our Lady of 
Fatima,’ the translator, the Rev. John 
H. Askin of Cathedral College of the 
Immaculate Conception, Brooklyn, N. 
Y., prepares the reader for this latest 
manifestation by Our Lady, with an 
outline of the visions that preceded 
Fatima. Fr. Delabays begins his book 
with a chapter on Portugal and the 
geographical setting of Fatima. The 
intimate home life of the children is 
given, and a detailed account of the 
apparitions, pilgrimages and wonderful 
cures. Prayers which the children were 
commanded to recite, novenas to Our 
Lady and devotions to the Holy Rosary 
and the Immaculate Heart of Mary, are 
contained in an appendix. Fr. Delabays’ 
version of Our Lady of Fatima is well 
written and enjoyable: recommended 
for all. 

“The Way of the Mystics’’* is a pene- 
trating analysis of those Saints who 
practised virtue to such an heroic degree 
that, while still living on earth, they 
were rewarded with a taste of the Divine 
Presence. Sanctity depends on our 
collaboration with grace, but it is even 
more the result of God’s own work in the 
soul of His creature. The author makes 
this clear when he explains that con- 
templation develops under the influence 
of the Gifts of the Holy Ghost. Such 
heights are not reached by human activ- 
ity although we can prepare for it by 
prayer, penance and good works. It 
might be of greater advantage to read 
first the chapter with which this book is 
concluded—“The Great Realities: 
Prayer and Penance.” The reflections 

2 Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of Peace. By the 
Rev. Joseph Delabays (Benziger Brothers, 
Inc., New York City). 


3 The Way of the Mystics. By H. C. Graef 
(Newman Press, Westminster, Md.). 
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Fall Highlights 


ST. TERESA OF JESUS 


Father Gabriel of St. Mary Magdalen, O.D.C. 


Translated from the Italian by the Benedictines 
of Stanbrook Abbey 


Introduction to St. Teresa in the form of 
conferences, together with a synthesis of her 
various writings. The author, who has also 
written St. John of the Cross, Doctor of 
Divine Love and Contemplation, is professor 
of Spiritual Theology in the International 
College of St. Teresa, Rome. $2.00 


MARRIAGE PRELIMINARIES 


Canon E. J. Mahoney 


Text and commentary on the decree 
“Sacrosanctum” perhaps the most im- 
portant marriage legislation since “Ne 
Temere.”” Written for all priests engaged in 
marriage work, either directly or indirectly. 

$1.00 


WHITHER GOEST THOU? 
Most Rev. E. K. Lynch, O.Carm. 


Retreat conferences for religious, written 
by the present prior general of the Carmelite 
Order. The author’s eloquence on the in- 
terior life results from his intimate grasp of 
the spirit of St. Teresa of Avila and St. 
John of the Cross. 

Ready Soon! $4.75 


OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
Most Rev. Finbar Ryan, O.P. 


Fourth, revised edition containing full 
details of the apparitions, the message of 
Our Lady, the life story of the three children, 
Fatima as a place of pilgrimage, the wonder- 
ful cures that take place there, the impor- 
tance and efficacy of the Rosary, and the 
findings of the Commission appointed by 
the Church. $1.50 


Write for free catalog of Newman Books. 


At your bookstore or from 


THE NEWMAN PRESS 
Catholic Publishers 
Westminster, Maryland 
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With American Rubber Link 
Mats 


We shall be pleased to advise the Rev- 
erend Clergy on the most advantageous 
equipment to solve their mat problems. 


Send For FREE Catalogue of our numerous Types 
of Mats 


AMERICAN FLOOR PRODUCTS CO. 
1526 M St., N. W., Washington 5, D. C. 














“Yard bey” 
INCINERATOR 


Quickly, safely, reduces to fine ash all burn- 
able trash—paper, leaves, rags, garbage. No 
mess, no lene. Endorsed by institutions, 
private users and Fire Prevention Bureaus 
Jfrom coast to coast. 
Lights at top, burns 
down. No extra fuel 
required. Made of 
weather-proof porce- 
lain enameled iron. 
Write for descriptive 
circular. 


Prices: F.O.B. New York 
No. 1—1% bush., wght. 
70 Ibs. 
$32.00 
No. 3-3 bush., wght. 
100 Ibs. 
$44.00 
No. 6—6 bush. wght. 
150 Ibs. 


$75.00 = 
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78 PARK PLACE, DEPT. 9, NEW YORK 7, N. Y. 


Specialists in Ornamental Work 

















94 





contained therein will dispose the mind 
and heart for a better understanding of 
the delights of contemplation which 
were enjoyed by such Saints as Bernard 
of Clairvaux, Catherine of Siena, Francis 
de Sales, and many others. The print of 
this book is a little too small for “eye 
appeal,” but the content is esthetically 
satisfying. It renews our faith in the 
capabilities of the human spirit wher! 
collaborating with grace. 

Fr. Nash tells us that his latest boo!:! 
is intended to prepare and dispose the 
soul for whatever design the Creater may 
have—and it should do just that. The 
book is divided into meditations, each 
consisting of Preparatory Prayer, Set- 
ting, Fruit, Points, Summary and Tes- 
sara. These meditations foster inti- 
macy with God in prayer. Fr. Nash sug- 
gests that each reader choose what will 
be a help to himself, and “quietly pass 
by what he does not want.”’ In this way 
no set rule is followed, but each can pre- 
pare his heart to soar upward in prayer, 
leaving in God’s own hands His action 
on the soul. This book is a complement 
to the author’s previous work, “Send 
Forth Thy Light,” and is written with 
its author’s usual eloquence and sim- 
plicity. 

“Triumphant Personality”® is a well- 
written affirmation of the beliefs of a 
liberal Protestant. Most of the ma- 
terial was used, in a somewhat different 
form, over the radio as a series of broad- 
casts on religion, sponsored by the 
Massachusetts. Council of Churches. 
The author sums up some resources of 
natural ethics with which one can face 
modern-day life. He sharpens aware- 
ness of what can be done with the spirit- 
ual attributes of courage, discipline, 
diligence and application in the building 


4 Thy Lightand Thy Truth. By Robert Nash, 
S.J. (Newman Press). 
5 Triumphant Personality. By Robert Clyde 
Yarbrough, Ph.D., D.D. (The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York City). 
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A. C. COTTER, S.J. 


This is undoubtedly one of the best introductions to 
the study of dogmatic Theology. On its first appearance 
in 1940, both American and European reviews praised its 
soundness of doctrine and lucidity of style. It is com- 
plete, up-to-date, American, and though written in Latin, 
it is so easy to read that the first edition was exhausted within 
a few years. 


To the newly ordained priest the book should furnish 
matter for hundreds of sermons. To chaplains of New- 
man Clubs as well as to the priest who intends to go on for 
graduate studies in Theology, it is indispensable. 


The present second edition (1947) is not a mere reprint 
but a careful revision. 


737 Pages — $6.00 


The Weston College Press 


WESTON 93, MASS. 








De you Welcome Catholic Support? 


Have you noticed how fast some Catholic organizations are forging ahead? We know 
of several which started from scratch and within a comparatively short time acquired 
national fame. Naturally, when you reach that stage contributions come in in ever- 
increasing amounts. 


Cathelic Men and Women 


Think of how many MORE things you could accomplish if you had an ADDITIONAL income! 
It would soon enable you to reach your goal, wouldn't it? Fortunately, it’s just as easy 
for you to do this as it has been for these other organizations. In other words, all you 
need do is to give a sufficient number of ACTIVE Catholics an opportunity to cooperate 
with you in the good work you are doing. 


It's Easy lo Get Contributions 

There are 200,000 names of Catholic men and women in our files, from about 50,000 
families. Every one of these cards lists the names of from two to five members, and since 
a different name is used whenever a list is re-typed naturally every one is given an 
opportunity to cooperate in these good causes. Then, too, since these names are divided 
into seven groups—wealthy widows—contributors—executives—married women—single 
women—elderly people—you can readily select the group which looks best to you. 
Our new folder contains data which should make it easy for you to add thousands of 
dollars to your treasury. Remember, it’s yours for the asking. 


Jnuestor Listing Company 


Welfare Division CHickering Established 1928 
512 Fifth Avenue 4-3341 New York 18, N. Y. 
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NEVER NEED LAUNDERING 
Fresh as Linen—Outwear Linen 


These are the advantages of our waterproof collars. 
When soiled wipe clean with cold water and soap— 
thendry. Alwaysfresh and new looking. Approved 
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For greater comfort, economy, convenience, 
Ask your Catholic Goods 


world. 
weer “NOWILTEX.” 


Dealer or write us for literature. 


THE PARSONS AND PARSONS CO. 
Est, 1879 
413-415 Huren Road Dept A Cleveland 15, Ohio 




















of a strong character. He indulges in 
pleasant parallels and analogies. One 
will enjoy this book if one likes the 
ethical writings of Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick, of whom the Rev. Mr. Yar- 
brough was a pupil, as the author makes 
no secret of the fact that he patterns his 
work after that of the man he admires so 
much. 

“High Road to Tartary’® is an 
abridged account of Abbé Huc’s travels 
in Tartary, Tibet and China during the 
years 1844-46. If you like travel and 
adventure stories, read this true story of 
two priests who journeyed on foot, 
horseback and camelback through the 
extremes of freezing snowstorms and 
sun-baked deserts. If you like to study 
the customs and peoples of far-away 
places, this book will give you a great 
deal of such information and satisfy 
your curiosity about a country that is 
little known even now—and has changed 
little since the days these missioners 
made their journey. Julie Bedier, a 
Maryknoll Sister who taught in China 
for many years, has turned the Abbé 
Huc’s travel notes into a vivid narrative 
which makes very enjoyable reading. 

“Where We Got the Bible’ is the 
outgrowth of lectures addressed to 
mixed audiences; hence the colloquial 
style. The lectures were later expanded 
and appeared in the Catholic Press dur- 
ing 1908-09. 

Fr. Graham’s own words in the Pref- 
ace give an apt description of this little 
paper-covered book: “All that is at- 
tempted is a popular and, as far as pos- 


‘sible, accurate exposition of the Catholic 


claim historically in regard to the 
Bible. It is candidly controversial 
without however, let us hope, being un- 





6 High Road to Tartary. By Abbé Huc. 
Edited by Julie Bedier. Illustrated by Joseph 
eee (Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York 

ity). 

7 Where We Got the Bible. Our Debt to the 
Catholic Church. By the Right Rev. Henry G. 
Graham (B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis, Mo.) 
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has taken all the annoyance and 
uncertainty out of incensing. 


PROVED to thousands of users by 
years of satisfactory SERVICE. 







Instantly ready for use, under all 
conditions. 


See Your Dealer. 
Char-Lite Mfg., Co., St. Louis, Mo. 















A Vacation and Health Resort 
for Priests and Laity 


OPEN ALL YEAR 
Unbelievably Low Rates 


A mountain resort overlooking Chattanooga— 
fresh, healthful atmosphere; tranquil scenic 
beauty; recreational opportunities; large 
chapel to accommodate any number of priests; 
good food; therapeutic baths and excellent 
physiotherapy department—30 minutes bus 
service to city. 


Send for interesting illustrated folder—free 
Alexian Brothers 
Mountain Resort 


Signal Mountain 9, Tennessee 
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charitable or unfair.” An _ excellent 
book for the laity, as it will give them 
the answer they may need if the subject 
arises in mixed company. It is a reprint 
of a work which has not been available 
for several years. 


In a broad general discussion of eco- 
nomic factors as contributing to de- 
linquency,*® Fr. Dirksen cautions against 
the idea of believing that delinquency 
can be particularized: the individual 
character of the delinquent and the 
combination of factors must be taken 
into account. The author gives a care- 
ful scholarly survey of the principal 
sources of maladjustment: the in- 
fluence of environment, housing short- 
age, and poverty. Unemployment, 
another factor, brings with it’ many 
deprivations and begets a spirit of re- 
bellion. Even though there may be no 
direct relationship, these factors cause 
disorganization and a child sometimes 
cannot adjust himself and may seek a 
way out. Fr. Dirksen, at present, is 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Catholic 
Economic Association and a competent 
authority on this subject. The statistics 
and material which he has gathered will 
be of value to parents, teachers, and all 
those who wish to make a study of this 
subject, and to all those who have a re- 
sponsibility towards youth. 


Fr. Daniel A. Lord’s latest book® com- 
prises about a dozen-and-a-half of the 
best stories previously published in The 
Queen’s Work magazine. Richly human 
stories, with humor and pathos as well 
as the larger emotions, are told in Fr. 
Lord’s breezy style. Will be enjoyed by 
the entire family. 

CuHar es J. CALuan, O.P. 


8 Economic Factors of Delinquency. By 
Cletus Dirksen, C.PP.S. (Bruce Publishing 
Company, Milwaukee, Wisc.). 

® These Tales Are True. By Daniel A. Lord, 
S.J. (The Queen’s Work, St. Louis, Mo.). 

















The Only Book Of Its Kind 


iene cute ree The first book of this type to be published in 
the United States, with 332 ready, practical legal 

PRACTICAL FORMUL AR forms and introductory notes, necessary in your 
A CTE Se parochial work, in the diocesan Curia, in processes 
and in religious communities. Will save hours of 


le CODE OF CANON Th your precious time. 


Some comments concerning the book: 


“I wish to acknowledge the copy of “A Practical For- 
mulary” and I congratulate you on this practical man- 
ual.” 
BY . " - . 
REV. STANLEY PIETRZYK.. JCD Most Rev. A. G. Cicognani, D.D., Apostolic Delegate 
' ti “T offer my most sincere congratulations on the publica- 
SAB ADVOCATE AND PROCURATOR OF ; , ; , 7 
THE SACRED ROMAN ROTA AND tion of this book which I hope will be of great prac- 
OF THE SIGNATURA APOSTOLICA, ar rg » “he ery ?’es as 4 ; 
in he canes On: tical value to Chancery Offices as well as individual 
SAINT JOHN'S HOME MISSIONS yriests. 
SORT, STIS “RACK, ARK. Most Rev. Albert L. Fletcher, D.D., Bishop of Little Rock 


“I wish to congratulate and compliment you on this 
valuable book. Being a chancellor for nine years, I 
always hoped to get someone to do such a work.” 

Most Rev. Vincent S. Waters, Bishop of Raleigh. 
“Your book will prove useful for Chancery officials and for parish priests, who stand 
in need of the correct forms of petitions.” 

Most Rev. John P. Cody D.D., Auziliary Bishop of Saint Louis 
“T find ‘A Practical Formulary’ very interesting and useful.”’ 
Rev. Leo Adamiak, Pastor in Camden, N. J. 
“T found it not only practical but invaluable book for lifetime.” 
Rey. Anthony S. Cieslak, Pastor in Cuero, Tezas. 
‘High praise for your careful work.” 











Rev. V. Herring, Pastor in Seattle. 
290 Pages $3.00 Postpaid Order your copy today from: Rev. S. Pietrzyk, J.C.D. 


St. John’s Home Mission Seminary Pulaski Heights, Little Rock, Ark. 
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LIGHTWEIGHT — STURDY 
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BLACK GRAIN 


Fully lined. Two pockets, two 
double duty leather handles, zip- 
per with strong lock and key. 





Size 15 
ALS (0.172272 2.12. -512.50 entataieeinis 
#20 x 11!/2 x 121/2. .$17.50 
Here's a professional utility bag designed 
especially for the clergyman's needs. Roomy 
. ..yet so compact. Sturdily constructed to 
last for many years. A splendid value at 
this low price. 


Mail orders shipped same day received. Parce! post 
prepaid. Send check or money order to: 








DEPT. H 
ALLIED sricr case co. 


186—5th Avenue * New York 10, N. Y. 


Satisfaction guaranteed ” 


Cathedral Chimes 


and tower 





MAAS ORGAN CO. 
Dept. 31 3015 Casitas Ave. 
Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


Write for Literature 














Paragraphs from Newman 


Crystal glimpses into the mind of a 
gentleman and a saint, as he reflects on 
spiritual facts and teachings: 

prayer, duty, death, money-making, 

pain and pleasure, sinners, himself; 
you and me, Saints and Angels, Mary 
our Mother, Christ our Lord; 
lightning flashes of illumination into 
the world beyond the veil, 
tender yearnings toward Almighty 
Love, 

piercing description of our Saviour’s 
Passion, 

thoughts for every season—Spring, 
Summer, Autumn, Winter— 

thoughts for May and October; 

a thought a day, enough for a year, 

wondrous thonghts, precisely phrased, 

in living words 

that thrill the mind and touch the 

heart. 

These are the substance of “And 
With The Morn,” Paragraphs from 
Cardinal Newman selected and arranged 
by Father Daniel M. O’Connell, S.J. 
To read a paragraph of Newman is to 
sip a delicious taste for the mind. If it 
would not detract from the compiler’s 
objective, the source of each paragraph 
might have been indicated, so one could 
follow upasany given thought that struck 
home more deeply; also some sort of 
index or appendix with contents spelled 
out more in detail. Or would it be bet- 
ter for each one to make his own index 
of the thoughts that mean most to him? 

Tuomas A. O’Me ta, M.M. 


Recent English and Irish 
Publications 


From Browne and Nolan, Dublin, 
comes a volume of nine essays celebrat- 
ing the centenary of “Daniel O’Connell.”’ 
Professor Denis Gwynn, Terence de 
Vere White, Dr. John Hennig and Fr. 
Patrick Rogers are amongst the contrib- 
utors. The editor is Professor Michael 


1 St. Anthony Guild Press (Paterson, N. J.). 
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table light in weight and compact when 
folded. Linoleum, 3/8” Plywood, Mason- 
ite Tempered Presdwood tops, riveted to 
chassis, will not warp stein, or scorch. 

Ideal for Cafeterias and Many Church & 
School Activities. Send for Folder. Size 30” X 30” square and 


If it Folds .. . Ask Howe. 30” diameter round. 
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1 PARK AVENUE NEW YORK, N. Y. 
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Vesiments 


Gothic or Roman vestments, imported 
and also made up here by our own | 
skilled needleworkers, at reasonable 
prices. 





You may select ma- | 
terial by the yard from | 
our wide range of 
liturgical designsinfine 
domestic brocadesand 
damasks, exquisitely | 
woven in Italy and | 
France. 


Altar hangings, ante- 
pendia, banners, albs, 
surplices, stoles, chalice 
linens, dossals, tabernacle 
veils and curtains are on 
display in our store, con- 
veniently located just west | 
of the Woolworth Building. | 
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You are invited to visit 
us or mail the coupon 
stating your requirements. 
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Tierney. With such a colorful per- 
sonality as the subject of their work it 
would be hard for the writers to fail to 
produce a volume full of interesting 
facts and absorbing scholarship. Less 
perfect is the life of the Liberator written 
by J. J. O’Kelly and published by the 
Kerryman, “O’Connell Calling.” To 
bring Irishmen everywhere to a more 
practical realization of the greatness of 
one who ought to be remembered with 
much more honor is the object of this 
publication. Unfortunately it consists 
largely of quotations which, although 
excellent and to the point in themselves, 
make difficult and tedious reading when 
strung together in such excessive pro- 
fusion. 

From Browne and Nolan comes also a 
useful book of meditations by Fr. 
W. Stephenson, S.J., entitled “Christ 
Our Light.”” The thirty-one prayerful 
talks are based on the Ignatian Exer- 
cises and will be found particularly use- 
ful for retreats and conferences to mem- 
bers of parochial sodalities. 

From the Mercier Press comes a 
translation of Dubly’s life of “Cardinal 
Mercier.”” Those in search of thrilling 
biography will mark this down as a 
must be read. The great Cardinal’s life 
is treated adequately by the author who 
dwells especially upon the aspects of his 
priesthood, his philosphy and his hero- 
ism. 

Another scarcely less thrilling biog- 
raphy comes from Messrs. Burns Oates— 
“Sister Xavier Berkeley” by M. L. H. 
Sister Xavier was a missionary in China 
for fifty-four years. The difficulties 
with which she had to contend were 
simply appalling and could never have 
been surmounted had she not been 
possessed of the spirit of the Saints. 
These pages make poignant reading at 
present when Stalin’s hordes hold such a 
great nation in slavery. 

Priests often inquire for books suitable 
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BOSTON 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 106 Chauncy Street 
Patrick J. Gill, 367 Washington Street 














CHICAGO 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 223-225 West Washington Street 
Lawrence N. Daleiden & Co., 218 W. Madison St., 
D. B. Hansen & Sens, 23 Nerth Franklin Street 





Benziger Brothers, Inc., 429 Main Street 


CINCINNATI 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 436 Main Street 





CLEVELAND 
John W. Winterich and Associates, 3700 Euclid Ave. 





GUTTENBERG, N. J. 
Summit Studios, 112-114 71st St. 





NEW YORK CITY 


Benziger Brothers, Inc., 26-28 Park Place 

Black, Starr & Gorham, Inc., Fifth Ave. at 48th St. 
Engel & Sharkey, 334 Park Ave. 

Office of Frederick G. Necker, Inc., 3410 Broadway 
The Edward O'Toole Company, Inc., 65 Barclay Street 
Frederick Pustet Company, Inc., 14 Barclay Street 
Rambusch Decorating Company, 40 West 13th Street 
C. Wildermann Company, Inc., 33 Barclay Street 


OMAHA 
Koley Plating Co., 2951-53-55 Harney St. 


PHILADELPHIA 
Louis J. Meyer, Inc., 205 S. Ninth St. 


ST. LOUIS 
B. Herder Book Company, 15 and 17 South Broadway 


ST. PAUL 
The E. M. Lohmann Company, 413-415 Sibley Street 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Benziger Brothers, Inc., 758 Mission Street 


TULSA, OKLA. 
F. C. Ziegler, 16 East 6th St. 
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15 converts to 
Catholicism tell 
in their own 
words the reasons 
for their conver- 





a iat 


THE 


ROAD 


TO 


DAMASCUS 


Fulton Oursler . . . Frances 
Park'nson Keyes . . . Clare 
Boothe Luce. . . Evelyn 
Waugh ... Theodore Maynard... and | 
the late Sen. Robert F. Wagner are a few 
of the contributing authors of these in- | 
timate personal histories. An inspira- 
tion to every follower of the faith, 
edited by Rev. John A. O’Brien, Uni- 
| versity of Notre Dame. 


$2.50, at all booksellers 
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ADOLPH B. SUESS 


“A SAINTLY AMERICAN” 


Being the Story of Most Reverend Bishop 
Johannes Janssen, D.D., First Bishop of the 
R. C. Diocese of Belleville, Illinois. Based 
on Original Research and Intimate Knowl- 
edge. 

Write for the Twelve Page Prospectus. © 


“THE ROMANTIC STORY OF CAHOKIA, ILL.” 


Beautiful in Story and Splendid in Print and 
Binding. Splendidly Illustrated. 

i ine6 Scawteecnceneekes $1.75 
Cloth Binding.. hin kid eens aie ae 


“REVEREND PIERRE-JEAN DE SMET, S.J.” 


A Splendid Book of the Life and Work of This 
Great Apostle to the Indians. 

In Strong Paper Binding. . seeee $0.75 
Se ee ee $1.75 


“Biography of REVEREND CHARLES NERINCK” 


A Beautiful Book of the Life and Work of 
this Apostle of a and Missouri. 

In Strong Paper Binding.. ere 
Cloth Binding. . ere re: 


These books are wal ie fennalliate shipment. 


ADOLPH B. SUESS 


Editorial and Feature Writer on Catholic Art, Architecture 
and Historic Men and Events for Upward of Seventy Years. 


10 East Washington Street, Belleville, Illinois 
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for the preparation of children for first 
Holy Communion. In this class is 
“First Communion Book” by Rev. 
M. Tynan, published by Browne and 
Nolan. Running to 140 pages and well 
illustrated, this volume offers a first 
course in religion for children from 4 to 8 
years of age. A book which should be 
in the hands of every teacher. 

Also for children is “From Paul to 
Pius,” by Teresa Lloyd, herself a 
teacher. In these two hundred well- 
printed pages children—and others— 
will delight to read the lives of those who 
have served the Church in many vary- 
ing ways at different stages of her his- 
tory. Bishop Challoner, Father 
Damien, Sts. John Fisher and Thomas 
More are to be found side by side with 
Constantine the Great, St. Benedict, 
St. Anselm, and about thirty others. 
An ideal reader for Catholic schools. 

The Mercier Press, Cork, offers 
“Abbot Marmion, An Irish Tribute,” 
edited by the Monks of Glenstal. The 
work is not without its blemishes, notable 
amongst them being the poor typo- 
graphy. In some of the essays origi- 
nality is pronouncedly lacking, phrases 
from the standard work of Dom Thibaut 
appearing with surprising frequency. 
Nevertheless, lovers of Marmion—and 
they are many—will read these pages 
with interest and profit. The most in- 
spiring contribution I think is that of 
Fr. James, O.F.M.Cap., who outlines the 
central theme of the abbot’s doctrine. 

The following are some of the other 
works which have appeared recently. 

“Moral Questions,’ by Michael 
O’Donnell, D.D. (Golden Eagle Books, 
Dublin), is a collection of questions and 
answers on the Commandments and 
Sacraments from the point of view of 
moral theology, intended for the lay- 
man, but also useful for the priest who 
likes to have at hand a concise answer 
to many present-day problems. 
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(ECCLESIASTICAL APPROBATION GRANTED 1913) 
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assist us in forwarding correct size carton(s). 

Prices will be submitted for approval prior to processing if requested. Our crafts- 
manship, quality and finish fully guaranteed—All pure 24KT goldplating. Each newly 
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- Consultor to the Pontifical Biblical Commission 





82 West Dedham St. 

Boston 18, Mass. 

John H. Hession, President 
J. Joseph Callaghan, Treasurer 

















Price, Net, $6.00 


Discloses Rich and Varied Meaning of the Psalms 


The NEW PSALTER is designed especially 
to enable all who use these inspired poems, to 


ably most valuable to the reader, de- 
tailed and extended reflections on each 








perceive more readily their rich and varied 
meaning, their surpassing beauty and endur- 
ing wisdom, their endless application to every 
phase and condition of the spiritual life of all 
men of all times. 


There is no other work on the Psalms 
like it in the English language. It con- 
tains a general and detailed introduction 
to the Psalter, and particular introduc- 
tions to each Psalm, giving the author- 
ship, date and purpose of each. It has 
critical notes where necessary, and prob- 


JOSEPH F. WAGNER, INC. ‘ 
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Psalm with practical applications to 
everyday life. 

Father Callan has tried everywhere in this 
work to give only what seems best and cer- 
tain. The accurate translations, the flawless 
English diction, the illuminating critical notes, 
and the lucid interpretations in the spiritual 
reflections all combine to make the study of 
the Psalms most pleasurable and profitable. 

The NEW PSALTER provides you with an 
endless source of rich material for meditation, 
religious instruction, and themes for effective 
sermons for every purpose and occasion. 


53 Park Place, N. Y. 7 














BOOK REVIEWS 





In “Certainty: Philosophical and 
Theological’ by Dom Illtyd Trethowan 
(issued by the Dacre Press), modern and 
traditional epistemology are deeply 
probed, and, with a view to promoting 
discussion, the author states some 
original views which run counter to the 


usual teaching of Catholic theologians . 


regaiding the true nature of the act of 
faith. 

Walter Shewring in “Rich and Poor: 
the Christian Tradition,” published by 
Burns, Oates, offers a_ selection of 
chosen writings, well translated. When 
the citizens of the world acclaim, as 
Bernard Shaw once did, that poverty 
is always and only an evil to be remedied, 
the importance of an anthology such 
as this is obvious. It is hard to see 
how it could be improved. 

Francis J. RIpvey. 


FILMS 
for Church and School Use 


THE STORY OF THE VATICAN—with 
Intimate Scenes of His Holiness Pope Pius XIl, 
6 reels, 16mm sound. Narrated by Rt. Rev. 
Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen and produced by the 
March of Time, this hour-length film is the first 
complete story ever to be filmed inside the 
Vatican. The ecclesiastical and civil life, and 
the splendor and beauty of the Papal State, are 
impressively revealed. Rental, $25.00 


THE VATICAN OF PIUS XII, 2 reels, 16mm 


sound. Short version of above film. Rental, $4.00 
OVER 500 EDUCATIONAL FILMS 
among the best available for classroom use. 


MANY ENTERTAINMENT FILMS 


Wholesome Features, Cartoons, and Comedies. 


NEARLY 100 FREE FILMS 


of educational and popular interest. 
ALSO: A wide selection of sports and recrea- 
tion, music, discussion, travelogue, and other films. 
For free copy of the new, 1949-1950 Catalog of 

SELECTED MOTION PICTURES 


ASSOCIATION FILMS: 


NEW YORK 19 


SAN FRANCISCO 2 


35 West 45th St. 351 Turk St. 


CHICAGO 3 
206 So. Michigan Ave. 


DALLAS 4 
3012 Maple Avenue 
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The all-purpose FLOORMASTER has 
exclusive patented construction 
features that assure steady 















e SCRUBS 
e WAXES 





* BUFFS smooth eperation 
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Territories Available for Distributors 


ATLAS FLOOR SURFACING MACHINERY CORP. 





248 East 34th Street New York 16, N. Y. 





The Modern Method of 
Handling Money 


of ALL COUNTRIES 





Model 4ET-5: Electric Coin Counter for all coins. 
Locks after counting 20, 25, 30, 40 or 50 coins or 
counts indefinitely into a bag. Register can easily be 
reset to zero. New mechanism eliminates wear and 
friction. A fast, durable machine. 





Rapid Coin Assorter: The only portable, visible, 
automatic, motor-driven Coin Assorter on the market. 
Separates mixed coins at approximately 1,200 per 
minute. Simple operation with no adjustments to make. 
All Abbott Machines Can Be Furnished for All 
Foreign Coins. Write for complete information 
and catalog of BANK SUPPLIES and RAPID COIN 
ASSORTER, 


Abbott Coin Counter Co. 


143rd Street and Wales Avenue 
NEW YORK 54, N. Y., U.S.A. 
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Keeps Burning; 





No Re-lighting 
witt g Baumer Wik LTE 


PREPARED 
CHARCOAL 


e Lights instantly 
from match 

e Glow spreadsrapidly 

e Develops intense heat 

e Burns more than | br. 

Ask your religious goods 

dealer. or write 








Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 
EST. 1855 SYRACUSE, N.Y 

New York Chicago 

Montreal 


BRANCHES: 
Los Angeles 


Boston 





MENEELY 
BELL CO. 


22 RIVER ST., 
TROY, N. Y. 











PICTURE POST CARDS 
Reproduced From Your Own Photes 
Create Greater Interest in Your Church, School and 
Institutional activities with beautiful ARTVUE 
Picture Post Cards. ARTVUES are inexpensive. 
Treasured by All 
SEND FOR FREE FOLDER PR 
ARTVUE POST CARD CO. 


225 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK 180, N. Y. 





FOR 40 YEARS 
ty STAINED GLASS 
by PIKE 
145 ST. PAUL ST. 


ROCHESTER 4, .N. Y. 
INQUIRIES INVITED 









WAXSAVERS 


Take a sample candle to 









your dealer and have him 
properly fit it to this dur- 
able, attractive, polished 
brass candle-saving can- 










dleburner. 
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NATIVITY AT BETHLEHEM 


hese figures are made of an extra hard composition, painted in oil colors in antique decoration. 





M705 — Consisting of 20 No. M716—Consisting of 20 pieces. 
ces. Standing figures 5 inc hes Standing figures 18 inches high, 
ah, kneeling figures in pr kneeling figures in proportion. In 
mm. In the following assortms nt: the following assortment: Infant in 
fant in Manger, Blessed Vir- Manger, Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph, 
n, St. Joseph, Gloria Angel, Gloria Angel, Ox, Ass, 3 Kings, 3 
t Ass, 3 Kings, 3 Shepherds, Shepherds, Camel, Camel Driver 
mel, Camel Driver and 6 and 6 Sheep. 


Fe, Gamelet $900 tor doeces” SBNOO 


















Without Stable. 
ithout Stable. 














j 
—e 
Ss 
Y. No. M709-732 NATIVITY GROUPS AND STABLES MADE IN SIX SIZES 
the stables used with these sets (see illustration) are made of well seasoned wood, and are built in sections, which 
permits storage in small space. The background is a hand painted scene on canvas. 
fo, M709—Consisting of 20 pieces and Stable. Standing fig No. M721—Consisting of 28 figures and Stable. Standing fig- 
res 2 inches high, kneeling figures in proportion. In the fol- ures 21 inches high, kneeling figures in proportion. In the fol- 
pwing assortment Infant in Manger, Blessed Virgin, St lowing assortment: Intant in Manger, Blessed Virgin, St 
sseph, Gloria Angel, Ox, Ass, 3 Kings, 3 Shepherds, Camel, Joseph, Gloria Angel, Ox, Ass, 3 Kings, 4 Shepherds, Camel, 
famel Driver and 6 seco. “St able 3 ft. 6 in. wide, 2 ft. 9 in Camel Driver, Dove, 2 Angel Heads, Shepherd Boy and 10 
igh, 2 ft. deep. Sheep. Stable 6 ft. wide, 4 ft. 6 in. high, 3 ft. 4 in. deep. 
Price 20 Figures Price Complete Price 28 Figures Price Complete 
ke Stable $24 With Stable $72 Without Stable $110 With Stable ............ $180 
No. M712—Consisting of 20 pieces (same assortment as No No. M725—Consisting of 28 figures (same assortment as No. 
oe M709) and St ole. Standing fiaures 12 inches high, kneeling M721) and Sicble. Standing figures 25 inches high, kneeling 
gures in proportion. Stable 4 ft. wide, 3 ft. high, 2 ft. 4 in figures in proportion. Stable 7 ft. wide, 5 ft. 6 in. high, 3 ft 
~ feep 6 in. deep. 
Price 20 Figures Price Complete Price 28 Figures Price Complete 
ithout Stable ........... $34 With Stable............ $87 Without Stabile $180 With Stable........... $275 
o. M716—Consisting of 20 pieces (same assortment as No. No. M732—Consisting of 20 pieces (same assortment as No. 
(709) and Stable. Standing figures 16 inches high, kneeling M709 except 8 sheep instead of camel and camel driver) and 
igures in proportion. Stable 5 ft. wide, 3 ft. 6 in. high, 2 ft Stable. Standing figures 32 inches high, kneeling figures in 
in. deep. proportion. Stable 9 ft. wide, 6 ft. high, 4 ft. deep. 
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HANSEN'S ALTAR BOY SURPLICES 


Hansen‘s Altar Boy Surplices can be furnished in sizes 18 to 
24 inches, inclusive, at prices listed. 

For size 26 inch Surplices, add 40c to the prices listed, ex- 
cept Nos. B100 and B110, which are priced at 75c additional. 
No. B60. Light weight, fine weave, strong cotton material. San- 










INE: Wabi iciciccuteninncensnsecnndunmuisnsondocsiiccanannshinionsnnaieeduaiansiidaineitahinsiniedesilieial $2.50 
No. B61. Light weight, fine weave, strong cotton material. San- 
ae a a SERRE emer a ere Re $3.50 


No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice, made of same material 
as used in B60 Surplice. Rubrical banding supplied in all church 
coiors. Please specify color banding desired when ordering. 
eee $3.9 
No. B80. Durable Oxford Cloth Surplice, medium weight. Made 
emira full. Sines 16 Inch to 26 UCR. Ba ecececccccsssccccscccseescoseces $3.25 
No. B70. Fine wearing Marquisette Surplice. Made extra full. 
ee ee a eee $2.45 
No. B1l0. Fine quality embroidered lace, neat floral design 
Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. Each................ $6.15 
No. B100. Altar Boy Lace Surplice. Beautifully embroidered flo- 
ral design. Made extra full. Sizes 18 inch to 24 inch. Each..$7.95 





Capes, Sashes, 


HANSEN'S 10-POINT ALTAR BOY CASSOCKS 
THREE STYLES 


B10 Button Front—B11 Buttonless Belt-On—B12 Zipper Front 
YOUR CHOICE OF BLACK, RED, WHITE, GREEN OR PURPLE CASSOCKS 


1. Cassocks are tailored of good quality Poplin material (fast color) in black, 
red, white or purple; also, of all-wool tropical weave material in black 
only. 









2. Each size has been expertly designed by the Master Designer of our 
Priest Cassocks. 
3. Form-fit Roman back drapes correctly and the fitted sleeves hang grace- 
fully and naturally. 
4. The skirt and body of the cassock is tailored extra full, which eliminates 
binding and ripping when genuflecting and walking. 
5. French seams throughout, exclusive in Hansen’s cassocks, sewn with 
strong thread; gives complete reinforcement at all points of strain. 
6. Two inch hem at the bottom allows lengthening when required. Also pre- 
vents fraying from contact with shoes. 
7. Standing clerical collar innerlined to prevent wilting or sagging; adds 
greatly to distinctive appearance. 
8. Eyelet-type reinforced button holes. Ivory-hard removable buttons with 
slip-on pins to “stay put.” 
9. Tailored in our own factory means more quality and longer service for 
less cost. 
10. Every cassock is carefully inspected before sewing in HANSEN'S label 
which carries with it a positive money back guarantee. 
PRICES FOR ALTAR BOY CASSOCKS 
Correct Cassock Poplin Poplin Pople All Wool 
Length of Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zip Black 
Surplice Cassock Measurement No. Bi0, Ea. No. Bil, Ea. No. Bi2. Ea. Only, Each 
18 in. 6 Yrs. 36 in. $ 5.00 $ 5.00 $ 5.50 $10.50 
18 in. 7 Yrs. 38 in. 5.50 5.50 6.00 10.75 
18 in. 8 Yrs. 40 in. 6.00 6.00 6.50 11.75 
20 in. 9 Yrs. 42 in. 6.50 6.50 7.00 12.25 
20 in. 10 Yrs. 44 in. 7.00 7.00 7.50 12.75 
20 in. 11 Yrs. 46 in. 7.50 7.50 8.00 13.00 
22 in. 12 Yrs. 48 in. 8.00 8.00 8.50 13.75 
22 in. 13 Yrs. 50 in. 8.50 8.50 9.00 14.25 
22 in. 14 Yrs. 52 in. 9.00 9.00 9.50 15.25 
= in. 4 — = in. a yd eee 15.50 
in. rs. in. 10. 10.00 90 16.25 
ie. hae Tg mr aless = 34 in. 17 Yrs. 58 in. 10.50 10.50 11.00 16.50 
and eye collar and 26 in. 18 Yrs. 60 in. 11.50 11.50 12.00 17.50 
belt front that in- 26 in. 19 Yrs. 62 in. 12.50 12.50 13.00 17.75 


sures ease in don- For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above write for quotation 
ming or removing. Please specify STYLE * COLOR * SIZE when ordering 







































and Surplices Extra, 
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me 4 NO. A9059 TROPICAL WORSTED 

d rf ay A medium weight all wool wrinkle resisting fabric 

a that is ideal for year-around wear. Provides a cas- 
sock that combines distinctiveness with durability. 

Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock 
$62.50 
Sash to Match $9.00 
HOUSE CASSOCK $115.00 


NO. A956 GROSGRAIN 


This lightweight spun rayon fabric tailors 
into an ideal garment for summer and 





warm climates wear. An outstanding value 
that provides the utmost in comfort and 
appearance. 
Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock 
$65.00 
Sash to Match $9.50 
HOUSE CASSOCK $122.00 


NO. A911 SERGE 


If you desire a cassock that will give you 
comfort and keep its shape even on the 
hottest days, then choose this porous, long. 
wearing lightweight, all wool imported serge. 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock 
$65.00 
Sash to Match $9.50 
HOUSE CASSOCK $122.00 


NO. A951 PURE SILK 


One of the finer grade pure silk fabrics that 





tailors into a beautiful lightweight cassock. 
An exceptional garment for summer and 
traveling. 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Priest Cassock 
WIDE BACK ROMAN $82.50 


Sash to Match $10.00 
HOUSE CASSOCK $140.00 


Samples of fabrics 
and easy self-meas- 
wement order form 
supplied upon re- 
quest. 


SEMI-JESUIT 


The House of HANSEN is headquarters for Prela- 
tial Garments of purple materials in the correct 
Vatican shade. Every garment whether it be a 
Choir Cassock, House. Cassock or a Ferraiolone 
is traditionally tailored by expert craftsmen. 


Tne HOUSE OF EN 
SE OF 
THE HOC HANS D. B. HANSEN & SONS 
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VESTMENTS 3 


No. Y4824. Satin finish Sunburst design Celanese material. Fur- 
nished in all Church colors. Woven Cross design banding. IHS 
or AXPO Emblem to match. 

Unlined Lined 


te $41.50 
I a escaasanknwsvdeanggicceaiee a 59.50 
ee eer Ti 98.50 
ES ee 25.75 
I escalate 8.00 
Se ne 58.25 
ees 65.50 
et . .. ccntechbinsiadiananiieianmn WD 108.50 


No. Y4848. Gloria design Damask Brocade material. Furnished 
in all Church colors. Floral and Cross embroidered satin band- 
ing with gold thread outline. Matched IHS emblem. 


Roman Chasuble 

Roman Cope .......c 
Roman Dalmatics Pmaerenr 
NS Benne 


Preaching Stole ............... 
Gothic Chasuble .......... 
Gothic Cope 

Gothic Dalmatics 


Y4847. Cross design Damask Brocade material. Furnished in 
all Church colors. Woven Chalice design banding. Furnished 
with either IHS or AXPO emblem. 

Unlined Lined 


LE $44.50 
SS Eee 67.75 
ee Ey 103.50 
Benediction Veil eT 28.00 
Preaching Stole -eccccccco Se AS i eee 13.25 
Gothic Chasuble ......... , 2 67.50 
Gothic Cope aasateiaticeetnecaaneiassie 74.50 
IE er ore ee nee , 114.00 


Unlined 


++ $46.25 
se 65.00 
.-- 101.75 


25.25 


Lined 
$55.75 
76.50 
123.25 
32.25 
14.25 
73.75 
84.00 
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CAPTURING SECRETS 
| 93 MILLION MILES AWAY! 





elements in a planet millions of miles away. Yet, thanks to the spectroscope, 
invented about 1859 by Robert Bunsen and Gustav R. Kirchoff, it was possible 
to prove that the element helium existed on the sun, a celestial body 93 million 
miles distant from the earth. With this same marvelous instrument, sun ele- 
ments such as cesium, rubidium, gallium, indium and thallium have also been 


It seems almost unbelievable that earthly man can determine the component 
| 
| 
identified. 


These accomplishments were possible because any substance, excited to 
luminosity, yields a spectrum of colored lines or bands different from any other 
substance and thereby subject to identification and chemical analysis by means 
of the spectroscope which produces the spectrum. The human eye is capable 
of distinguishing some several hundred colors; but the modern spectroscope can 
distinguish more than a million! This magical instrument is not only a yard- 
stick for the astronomer, but also a thermometer, a chronometer, a stethoscope 
for star impulses, an analyzing microscope, a chemical balance and a super- 

' telescope. 


The element helium, so essential to dirigibles, in arc-welding and deep-sea 
diving, was shown by Ramsay to be present in uranium minerals and to have 
been formed by atomic disintegration. Later it was found in minute quantities 
in mineral spring and volcanic gases. But to extract it used to cost around 
$2500 a cubic foot! Today it is obtained in abundance from natural gas in 
Texas, Colorado and Utah. American “know-how” has brought the produc- 
tion cost down to approximately 13¢ per cubic foot. | 


To scientific American production methods may also be credited today’s low 
cost of duplicating the gossamer-like filament of the silkworm. That’s why lux- 
urious Liturgical Fabrics may now be obtained for only a fraction of what they 

formerly cost. 





When seeking fabrics for Sacred Vestments and Altar Draperies, visit your 
CHURCH GOODS DEALER. Insist on seeing American-made “ALLEN” 
Fabrics. There are no finer liturgical fabrics on the market today! 


ALLEN SILK MILLS 


Manufacturers 
Charles M. Muench, Executive Director 
868 Sixth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 





VESTMENT FABRICS BANDINGS 
ALTAR DRAPERIES EMBLEMS | 
American Sold exclusively through Church Goods Dealers 


| In Canada; Allen Silk Mills (Canada) Ltd., 400 Craig Street West, Montreal 
| 



































Tue Homitetic AND PastoraL Review (Monthly), Vol. L. No. 2, (November 1949). Copyright 1949, by 


Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 53 Park Place, New York. Entered as Second Class Matter, October 13, 1917, at the 


Post Office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Subscriptions to the U. S., $5.00 per Annum. 
$5.25 in Canada. 









Side Altar Detail 


St. John's Catholic Chapel 
University of Illinois A, ' Jf es 
Champaign, Ill. 

The Rev. E. J. Duncan, S.T.D. 
Chaplain and Director 
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The accompanying before-and-after photographs of a small portion of 















this well known Chapel give some idea of the scope of its renovation by 
Rambusch. The painting and redecorating, freeing of the side altars with 
the addition of a parapet rail, relocating the Stations of the Cross in the 
lower panels of the windows, the installation of an adequate system of 
lighting and much other work has resulted in an interior of refinement, 
charm and color. There are other photographs available for your exami- 
nation. An invitation is cordially extended to the Reverend Clergy, to visit 
Rambusch’s Office, Studios and Workshops in New York City to see our 


organization at work on a variety of projects. You will find it interesting. 


RAMBUSCH 


Designers Decorators and Graflsmen 
40 West |3th St. « New York II. N.Y. 


Rambusch executed the Painting and Decoration, Lectern, Parapet Rail, Side Altar 





Statues, Lighting Fixtures, Candlesticks, Crucifixes and Baptistry 


